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BISHOP BRUTE 
AND THE MISSION OF CHICAGO! 


By the Bull, “Masximas inter,’ Gregory XVI erected in 1834 the 
diocese of Vincennes, comprising the states of Indiana and Illinois east 
of a line from Fort Massac along the eastern boundaries of Johnson, 
Franklin, Jefferson, Marion, Fayette, Shelby and Mann Counties, to the 
Illinois river, eight miles above Ottawa, and thence to the northern 
boundary of the State.’ Eastern Illinois, and with it Chicago, thus 
fell within the limits of the new ecclesiastical district, and the story of 
Catholicity in that rapidly growing town becomes for a decade a 
chapter in the history of the diocese of Vincennes. 

The choice of the Bishops of America for incumbent of the newly 
erected see, ratified by Gregory XVI, fell upon Father Simon William 
Gabriel Bruté de Remur, at the moment Professor of theology at the 
Theological Seminary of Mt. St. Mary’s, near Emmitsburg, Maryland. 
Born at Rennes in Brittany, March 20, 1779, this singularly typical 
Breton Catholic passed through the fiery ordeal of the French Revolu- 
tion, being eye-witness of many of the excesses that marked the 
progress of the great upheaval. From medicine, in which he gradu- 
ated with the highest honors, he turned to the priesthood, came to 
America in 1810, became a member of the Society of St. Sulpice, and 
was for a period President of the Sulpician Seminary of St. Mary’s 
in Baltimore. Exceptional gifts of mind and heart, a vast range of 
learning, ardent personal piety, ascetic habits of life, the faith of a 
Breton peasant, though not of the peasantry himself, engaging man- 
ners and an exquisite sympathy for others, made Bruté an outstanding 
figure in every circle in which he moved. His correspondence, distin- 
guished alike in sentiment and literary form, upheld the best traditions 
of the classic letter-writers of his native land. Friends he made in 
numbers, among them figures of the highest distinction in the church 
circles of the day. Mother Seton, foundress of the American Daugh- 
ters of Saint Vincent de Paul, recognized in him a soul of rare piety 
and counted him the most trusted of her spiritual guides. He knew 
intimately the unhappy De Lamennais and attempted, vainly withal, 
both in personal visits in France and in letters from the United States, 
to recover that brilliant ecclesiastic for the Church. 


1 Shea, Histery of the Catholic Church in the United States, 3:640: “It 
seems to me, and I have answered to that effect, that my true limits in Illinois 
being a meridian drawn from Fort Massac to the Falls of the Illinois river, 
eight miles above Ottawa, everything to the West belongs to the diocese of St. 
“awe as the towns of Shelbyville, Decatur, Bloomington, Ottawa.” Bruté to 

Osati. 
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Such was Simon William Gabriel Bruté de Remur, who now saw 
himself summoned by the Holy See to occupy the new See of Vin- 
cennes. Bishop England is said to have expressed in council his 
serious misgivings as to the fitness of this very refined, retiring, un- 
worldly figure, this ascetic and man of books, for the rough tasks of 
a missionary-bishop; but all doubts his friends may have entertained 
as to his fitness for his new duties vanished when they saw him set 
himself with amazing energy and zeal to cultivate the great spiritual 
waste of Indiana and Eastern Illinois which Providence had entrusted 
to his hands.” 

Father Bruté was conducting a spiritual retreat for Mother 
Seton’s Sisters at their Mother-house in Emmitsburg, Maryland, when 
the papal brief appointing him Bishop of Vincennes came into his 
hands; and he is said to have opened the document in the chapel and 
read it on his knees.* At the first opportunity he went into retreat to 
determine whether to accept or decline the proferred dignity, drawing 
up on this occasion, in very precise and lawyer-like fashion, a memo- 
randum of the reasons pro and con. Influenced solely by a high sense 
of duty, he made his choice for acceptance and set out for St. Louis 
in September, 1834, to receive consecration. At Bardstown, on the 
way, he withdrew for some days into retreat to fortify himself by 
prayer against the grave responsibility he was about to shoulder. And . 
here we find him already anxious over the impending removal from 
Chicago of Father St. Cyr, whose services that place had been enjoy- 
ing only through the courtesy of the Bishop of St. Louis. From Bards- 
town where he met Bishop Flaget he wrote, October 5, to Bishop 
Rosati: 


“It does not seem that Mrg. [sic] Rezé will be able to come. I regret it 
exceedingly. He writes me that you are recalling Mr. St. Cyr from Chicago on 
account of his health. May I find him better and may I recover in St. Louis 
the services of this worthy priest. Ah! Monseigneur, you will accord me in my 
destitution everything you possibly can. I have got absolutely no one for Vin- 
cennes on starting out, nor the promise of anybody later on. I can only say 
the prayer we recite at the ordination of priests .. . Domine haec adjumenta 
largire qui quanto fragiliores sumus tanto his pluribus indigemus. [Grant us, O 
Lord, these helps which we need in measure proportionate to our weakness]. 
I find here only Mr. Picot, whom everybody tells me to leave here. At the 
Jesuits’ place, St. Mary’s, good Father Chazelles grants me Father Petit, but 
only for the moment of installation and a few days after. They tell me that 


2 For information concerning this remarkable member of the American 
Catholic hierarchy, see Bayley, Memories of Bishop Bruté; R. F. Clarke, Lives 
of the Deceased Bishops of the United States, 2:7; Catholic Encyclopedia, 3:24; 
Herbermann, The Sulpicians in the United States. 

3 Bayley, Memories of Bishop Bruté, p. 58. 

4 Saint Mary’s College, near Lebanon, Marion County, Kentucky, was at 
this time under the management of a colony of French Jesuits, Father Chazelles 
being Superior. Father Louis Petit one of their number, who accompanied 
Bruté to Saint Louis for the latter’s consecration, is not to be identified with 
Father Louis Benjamin Petit of the secular clergy, the Potowatomi missionary, 


who went with his Indian charges on their forced journey from Indiana to the 
West in 1838. 
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Mr. Badin will be able to make his residence at Fort Wayne. From there up 
to Logansport there are, so they say, 2000 Irishmen engaged on the work of 
opening a canal, whom it would be well to attend to in the near future. But 
we shall reserve all these matters for the conversations we are soon to have.” 5 


September 30, Bishop-elect Bruté had already written to Bishop 
Rosati, representing that he might find it necessary to appeal to “the 
great, rich and splendid metropolis of Missouri” for financial help to 
enable him to continue his journey to St. Louis. “... But I do very 
wrong to obtrude into matters that ought to be left to you, good and 
wise Bishop. I pass the pen to Msgr. Flaget and on both knees ask 
your blessing.” 

Bishop Flaget’s post-script runs as follows: 

“What modesty, humility, simplicity in these few words written by the new 
Bishop-elect! It all edifies me and puts me to the blush at the same time. For 
the five days that I have been in the company of this successor of the Apostles, 
I have done nothing but admire and bless the Providence which compasses 
mightily its designs by means inexplicable and such as would be reputed folly 
in the eyes of worldlings. The figure, rather odd, of this excellent prelate; the 
ceaseless motions of his fingers, hands, head and whole body when he speaks; 
his language, English pronounced exactly like the French and coming from a 
mouth that is almost toothless, all this would seem perforce to render him use- 
less for the post assigned him, not to say laughable and ridiculous. But, mon 
Dieu, when he speaks of our Divine Lord, of His love for men, of His con- 
tinual spirit of sacrifice, etc., my heart expands and is aglow like that of the 
disciples of Emmaus. I am beside myself; I hope then against all hope and 
look forward to wonder upon wonder to be wrought by this venerable Apostle. 

“To give you a slight idea of his perfect abandonment to Divine Provi- 
dence, in the more than twenty letters which he has written to Mrg. David and 
myself on the bishopric of Vincennes, the number of Catholic missionaries etc., 
he has never said a word about his episcopal revenue, or about his palace, its 
furniture, etc.; and so, consistently with these principles of disinterestedness, 
he seems to be content as a king, because, of the one hundred and fifty dollars 
which he collected in the East, some $60 or $80 still remain to him now when 
he has almost reached his destination. For the love of God, bring this veritable 
and more than episcopal poverty to the notice of the pious and generous souls 
of St. Louis, so that they will come to his aid not only by meeting the expenses 
he will incur by transferring his consecration to Saint Louis, but by helping 


5 Saint Louis Archdiocesan Archives. Numerous unpublished letters of 
Bishop Bruté are preserved in various Catholic depositaries throughout the 
country. His correspondence with Bishop Rosati, comprising 138 letters, is in 
the Saint Louis Archdiocesan Archives (St. Louis Catholic Historical Review, 
1:33); and his correspondence with Judge Gaston is in the Catholic Archives 
of America, Notre Dame University. All in all, abundant original material is 
extant for an authoritative first-hand biography of Bishop Bruté. With the ex- 
ception of the letter to Mother Rose, the Bruté, letters incorporated in this 
sketch are here.translated and published for the first time from the French 
originals in the Saint Louis Archdiocesan Archives. Three of Father St. Cyr’s 
letters, important for the story of his relations with Bishop Bruté, were re- 
produced from the J/linois Catholic Historical Review, October, 1918; the remain- 
ing St. Cyr letters to be read in this sketch, the French originals of the same 
being preserved in the last-mentioned Archives, are here published for the first 

time. 
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him to set up his new household. My dear Brother, I am.a beggar for other 
people, when in all conscience I could be a beggar for myself.” 
* 2 Xk 2 

From Bardstown Bishop-elect Bruté travelled by stage to Saint 
Louis in company with Bishop Flaget, the Nestor of the Catholic 
hierarchy in the West, then in his seventy-second year. The two were 
caught in a violent storm on the prairie and suffered severely from 
wet and cold. “L’incomparable,” Bruté calls his venerable companion 
as he pictures him drying his breviary before the inn-fire.6 The trav- 
ellers assisted at the consecration of the new Saint Louis Cathedral, 
which took place October 26, 1834. Two days later, on October 28, 
followed the consecration of Bruté at the hands of Bishop Flaget, 
assisted by Bishops Rosati and Purcell. 

Nothing weighed more heavily on the spirits of Bishop Bruté in 
the days immediately preceding his consecration than the spiritual 
plight in which Chicago was left by the recall to Saint Louis of Father 
St. Cyr. A guest apparently in the Episcopal residence, he was never- 
theless unable to discuss the weighty matter with Bishop Rosati, so 
absorbed was the latter in preparations for the consecration of the 
new house of worship and in other pressing business. But if he could 
not confer with the Saint Louis prelate on the Chicago situation, he 
could at least, while a guest under his roof, lay the matter before him | 
in a written memorial. 

“The days are slipping by: You are so very busy that I cannot see you or 
rather can see you only at times when you ought to be given that over-burdened 
head and heart of yours some little repose —I write to you instead. 

“I beg you to reconsider seriously before the Lord the case of Mr. St. Cyr 
and grant me him (or else Mr. Roux or Mr. Loisel or Mr. Dupuy) — but Mr. 
St. Cyr is already known and esteemed in Chicago.7 ~ 

“In this event, 1. I will give him $50 at first and more later on. 2. I will 
go ahead of him to Chicago immediately after my installation to announce him 
and to pledge the people my assistance; and I will return there in the Spring. 

“I beg you to consider 1. that the Holy Father who establishes this new dio- 
cese, desires that it be encouraged by the neighboring bishops. Mrg. Flaget 
grants me Messrs. Lalumiere, Ferneding and Badin—do you grant me Mr. 
St. Cyr for the space of a year during which I shall endeavor to obtain some 
other priests.8 2. Be pleased to recall with what zeal and with what respect 


6 Bayley, Memories of Bishop Bruté, p. 61. 


7 Father Benedict Roux, fellow-countryman and intimate friend of Father 
St. Cyr, was at this time resident priest among the French Catholics settled on 
the site of Kansas City, Missouri, whither he was sent by Bishop Rosati in 
November, 1833. Important letters in regard to his Kansas City mission have 
been published in the Catholic Historical Review, April, 1918. Father Regis 
Loisel (1805-1845) was the first Saint Louisan raised to the priesthood. Father - 
E. Dupuy was stationed at “The Post” in Arkansas. 


8 Father Simon P. Lalumiere (1804-1857), a native of Vincennes, Indiana, 
welcomed Bishop Bruté at his installation in his episcopal see, November, 1834. 
A rough sketch-map of the Vincennes diocese drawn by Bishop Bruté in a let- 
ter to Bishop Rosati, March 1, 1835, indicates “Mr. Ferneding’s German’s” as 
ote east of Vincennes towards the Ohio line. Saint Louis Archdiocesan 

rchives, 
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for the priests of Saint Vincent de Paul and the missionaries of Mrg: Du Bourg, 
I did all I possibly could in 1816, the critical date of yours and Mr. De Andreis’ 
arrival; and in 1819 for his second band of missionaries.2 No sooner had I con- 
sented 10 accept my appointment, than everything failed me at once, — money, 
priests to bring along with me, priests already on the ground—Mr. St. Cyr, 
Mr. Picot, Mr. Petit, each for some different reason— money, sisters, every- 
thing, and still I am going to be consecrated. Oh! do make an effort, and write 
again yourself to the Archbishop [of Baltimore]. 

“If you help to organize this diocese, which you have together created in 
council, for the Holy Father could not do otherwise than second your desire, 
within a few years this empty country between yourself and Cincinnati will be 
filled up — those very important points, Chicago and [Fort] Wayne — Vincennes 
will have its sisters again. Sisters! Ah, Monsigneur, I have done so much to 
- secure them for you. For twenty-five years I have put to use all that I was, all 
that I had; and now they make me bishop in spite of all reluctance of mine 
and against my own personal conviction as to the sphere of well-doing in which 
I should have been allowed to remain. 

“T have laid before you all my weakness. If you had named a man of 
talent or enterprise, one made for the place, you might more readily leave him 
to himself to create his own resources. But with me the case is quite the con- 
trary — even my exterior is against me, as Mrg. Flaget and yourself realize, for 
there is no dissembling the fact. All this calls then for a more generous effort 
of zeal in the interest of the diocese to which you have together sum-enoned me. 

“Deign then, to pray and deliberate in wvisceribus Christi and under the 
eyes, as it were, of His Vicar on earth, who, I am confident, desires only to 
have his holy enterprise of a new diocese succeed and above all make a good 
beginning. 

“The occasion of the dedication of a church in regard to which the Divine 
Goodness has favored you in so admirable a manner, when, too, everyone 
comes to respond with joyful efforts to your simple appeal, will be an auspi- 
cious one, I hope, for these simple lines; it is a child and a subject of St. Louis 
who supplicates and the cause, moreover, is such an urgent one. Grant, I be- 
seech you, the prayer of 

Your very respectful and devoted brother 
Simon Bruté. 
Let me know the answer you return to this memorial on Chicago.” 


Below the signature of the memorial Bishop Flaget wrote, in his 
characteristic trembling script, the following lines: 

“In the pitiable and truly deplorable situation in which our dear confrere 
finds himself placed through the choice we have made of him, does not charity, 
not to say justice even, require that we render the yoke at least bearable for 
him at his entrance into this frightful desert? And to this end, could you not 
acqttiesce in the petition of Mrg. Bruté, which surely is not extravagant, and 
influence Mr. Condamine, to whom you will disclose the very great difficulties 


® The Right Rev. Louis William Valentine Du Bourg, third Bishop of 
Louisiana and the Floridas, was installed in Saint Louis January 6, 1818. Among 
the European recruits he brought with him to Missouri was a party of Lazarists 
or Priests of the Mission, including Father Felix De Andreis, their saintly 
Superior, and Father Joseph Rosati, the future Bishop of St. Louis. 
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that beset the poor bishop of Vincennes, to defer for a year his journey to 
France and remain at his post, thus giving Mr. St. Cyr a chance to return to 
Chicago and stay there during that period? 1° It appears to me that Mr. Con- 
damine, let his generosity and feeling be ever so slight, cannot fail to enter 
into our views. Hisce expositis, fac, dilectissime amice, quod tibi placuerit. 
[These representations have been made, do, my very dear friend, just as you 
please]. 

This remarkable joint appeal of the Bishop-elect of Vincennes 
and the Bishop of Bardstown was not without effect. Father St. Cyr 
was soon dispatched to Chicago with instructions to remain there for 
another year. 

A communication from Bishop Bruté to the Cincinnati Catholic 
Telegraph under the pen-name “Vincennes” reveals the satisfaction 
he felt over the arrangement thus made. 

“From Chicago the Bishop had the pleasing account of the return of the 
Rev. St. Cyr, ordained and sent by the Bishop of St. Louis to that most inter- 
esting and rapidly growing town, the southern port of Lake Michigan with 
which a Canal will soon connect the Illinois river. He had been recalled to his 
own diocese, when Chicago with a part of the State of Illinois was attached 
to that of Vincennes. Our Bishop obtained his return before he left St. Louis 
after his consecration. A house built on the lot of the church during the ab- 
sence of Mr. St. Cyr was with kind attention prepared for him. Soon that most 
promising point may receive Sisters; perhaps have a large college, for in scarcely 
three years the town has advanced from a few scattered houses to the astonish- 
ing progress of about three thousand souls. Who can tell how much of improve- 
ment a few years more may enact for such a place?” 1! 

ok * * * 

The spring of 1835 found Bishop Bruté in Chicago in the course 
of a canonical visitation of his diocese. An account of the visit was 
communicated to the Catholic Telegraph. 

“Chicago, 7th of May. Of this place the growth has been surprising, even 
in the West, a wonder amidst its wonders. From a few scattered houses near 
the fort it is become, in two or three years, a place of great promise. Its settlers 
sanguinely hope to see it rank as the Cincinnati of the North. Here the Cath- 
olics have a neat little church. Americans, Irish, French and Germans meet 
at a common altar, assembled from the most distant parts of this vast republic 


10 Father Matthew Condamine, of French birth, was attached to the Saint 
Louis diocese during the period 1831-1837. Bishop Flaget, it may be noted here, 
had expressed his satisfaction to Bishop Rosati over Father St. Cyr’s first 
appointment to the Mission of Chicago, then within the limits of the diocese 
of Bardstown, “I .... tell you that you did very well to send Mr. St. Cyr to 
Chicago and if you could send two to the same district and even into Indiana, 
you would greatly tranquillize the conscience of the Bishop of Bardstown.” 
Flaget a Rosati, 17 May, 1833. Saint Louis Archdiocesan Archives. 


11 Cincinnati Telegraph, January 16, 1835. At the time of Bishop Bruté’s 
consecration, there were only three priests in the entire diocese of Vincennes. 
“Mr. Lalumiere took charge of the Missions in the vicinity of Vincennes, but 
still 25 or 30 miles distant, and in the whole diocese there were but two other 
Priests, one Mr. Ferneding, in charge of the German missions 150 miles distant, 
and Mr. St. Cyr, whom Bishop Rosati had permitted to assist me for one year 
and who was stationed in Chicago, 225 miles off.” Bayley, op. cit., 63. 
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or come from the shores of Europe to those of our lakes. Rev. Wm. St. Cyr 
is their pastor. They have already their choir supported by some of the musi- 
cians of the garrison. Many of the officers and a number of the most respect- 
able Protestants attend. The Bishop on his arrival in the diocese had been in- 
vited by the Protestants as well as the Catholics of this place to fix his residence 
among them and felt his gratitude revived by the kind reception he now re- 
ceived. During his stay he preached three times in English and on Sunday 
morning administered the Sacrament of Confirmation. On the same day Doctor 
Chase, the late Protestant Bishop of Ohio, preached in the Presbyterian church 
of Chicago. The environs of Chicago do not appear as favorable for agri- 
culture as the situation of the town is for commerce; but time and industry 
may do much for their improvement.” 12 


We have seen that Bishop Bruté at the time of his consecration in 
St. Louis, had arranged with Bishop Rosati to have Father St. Cyr 
remain in charge of the Catholics of Chicago for at least a year longer. 
But Father St. Cyr was uncertain what his status would be when this 
period should have run its course. He wrote to Bishop Rosati, 
August 3, 1835: 

“T have just received a letter from Monsigneur Bruté advising me of his 
departure for France. According to this letter it appears that I am definitely 
attached to his diocese or at least am to spend the winter in Chicago; but he 
makes no mention of any new arrangement with you. However, should you 
have made any contract with him in virtue of which I am attached to his dio- 
cese for good or for some longer period than the twelve-month of which there 
was question last year, please have the goodness, Monseigneur, to advise me to 
this effect as soon as possible, that J may know on whom I am to depend for 
orders and that I may take measures against the severity of the winter. 

“T am anxious to renew my holy oils may cases are almost dry. Should 
you find occasion to send me a supply, I shall be a thousand times obliged to you. 

“The town of Chicago is growing rapidly. Immigration was so considerable 
for a space of almost three weeks, that there is fear of a famine. A barrel of 
flour has sold for as high as twenty dollars. 

“Many Catholic families have arrived in Chicago. There is no sickness 
here, thanks be to God. I learned that the cholera paid you a visit and carried 
off a number of persons. 

“T asked good Mr. Lutz quite a while ago for some Mass intentions.13 He 
seems to have forgotten me entirely, and yet I think very often of him. If I 
am to spend the winter here I intend to take a trip to St. Louis before the end 
of fall, Deo adjuvante —but all this, Monseigneur, depends on the answer you 
will send me.” | 

Bishop Rosati’s answer to Father St. Cyr was to the effect that 
he should remain at his post in Chicago until the return of Monseigneur 


12 Cincinnati Telegraph, Aug. 7, 1835. “At Chicago I had only four to con- 
firm and was unable to enlarge the church, the title to the property being still 
uncertain.” Bruté a Rosati, May 24, 1835. Bishop Bruté estimated the Catholic 
population of Chicago at this period at about four hundred souls. Bayley, 
Memories of Bishop Bruté, 609. 

13 Father Joseph Lutz, born at Odenheim in Germany, did missionary work 
among the Kansa Indians in 1828 and was subsequently assistant-pastor at the 
Cathedral of St. Louis and pastor of St. Patrick’s church in that city. 
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Bruté from Europe, in which decision Father St. Cyr readily ac- 
quiesced. 

“Since it is your wish and desire that I remain in Chicago until the return 
of Monseigneur Bruté, this is my wish also and for as long time as it will be 
yours. Kindly send me an Ordo as soon as they are printed. I will even make 
bold to ask you for a half dozen copies of the Pious Guide. If you could find 
occasion to forward them to me, I shall say Masses according to your intentions 
to defray the expense. 

“Should Mr. Lutz have a German grammar to dispose of in my favor I 
shall be infinitely obliged to him. 

“Mr. Zender, whom you knew at the Barrens, has been here for some days.4 
He styles himself ‘doctor and phrenologist distributing phrenological diplomas 
etc.’ It is likely that he will shortly honor you with a visit. 

“There is nothing of particular note or interest here for the present. 
Chicago grows larger every day in an amazing manner. Land around Chicago 
is extravagantly high. Mr. Laframboise’s house was reduced to ashes last week 
and it was only with great trouble that they saved Mr. Boilvin’s which adjoined 
it? 15 
In the summer of 1836, Bishop Bruté returned from his recruit- 
ing journey to Europe, bringing with him a number of French priests, 


whose services he had secured for his diocese. Of the number were ~ 


Fathers Celestine de la Hailandiére and Maurice de St. Palais, suc- 
cessors, of Bishop Bruté in the See of Vincennes. In the arrival of 
these clerical reinforcements Father St. Cyr saw an opportunity to 
be relieved of his duties in Chicago and return to the St. Louis dio- 
cese. He wrote to Bishop Rosati, July 15, 1836: 

“T received a letter from Mons. Bruté a few days ago in which he gives 
me to understand that he will be at Vincennes towards the end of July. I beg 
you therefore, Monseigneur, to recall me to your diocese, as soon as he returns, 
or rather do you arrange the matter definitely with him; for I cannot remain 
any more as I am, deprived of everything, even of the succors of my religion, 
and not knowing to whom to have recourse in case of necessity.” 


In September, Father Bernard Schaeffer, a native of Strassburg 
in Alsace, one of Bishop Bruté’s clerical recruits, was in Chicago 
zealously co-operating in the ministry with Father St. Cyr, as we learn 
from a communication of the latter to Bishop Rosati under date of 
September 5, 1836: 

“To judge from your letter, it seems to be your wish that I remain in 
Chicago until Monseigneur Bruté has another priest to replace me. Nothing 
seems to me to be more reasonable; at the same time I do not promise to remain 
at Chicago another year longer or even to spend the winter there in the situa- 
tion in which I find myself at present. Be that as it may, the affairs of the 
Church of Chicago are in such state that they allow of no further delay; they 
constrain me as a consequence to make a trip to St. Louis and from there to 
Vincennes to confer about them with Monseigneur Bruté. I leave the congrega- 


od 


14 The Seminary of the Lazarists, known as the “Barrens” was established 
near Perryville, Perry County, Missouri, in 1818. 


15 St. Cyr a Rosati, Nov. 2, 1835. 
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tion until my return to the zealous care of Mr. Schaeffer, a German priest, who 
has been here with me for some weeks and is destined for Chicago. 

“I am bringing two sons of Mr. Deodat Taylor along with me to the college 
of St. Louis; I hope to leave at the end of this week.” 16 

“I have said five Masses for the repose of the soul of Mr. Condamine. His 
death has greatly distressed me. AIl the Indians are here at Chicago. They 
are receiving their final payment and are going to journey towards the Missis- 
sipi. Veteres migrate coloni et dulcia linquimus arva [sic] (“Migrate, old set- 
tlers, and — we leave these pleasant fields behind”). I long to see you, Mon- 
seigneur, as well as Messrs. Lutz and Louis de Fontbonne.” 


In January, 1837, Father St. Cyr conveyed to Bishop Rosati the 
surprising intelligence that the Catholics of Chicago were unable to 
support two resident priests: 

“I am writing you this letter to inform you of a proceeding which may 
perhaps appear to you to be somewhat strange; be this as it may, I hasten to 
make it known to you so as to have a decision from you in answer to this letter 
as soon as possible and thus know what I am to do under the circumstances. 

“It is impossible for two priests to live here in Chicago without running 
into debt. Everything is extraordinarily dear, while the majority of Catholics 
are poor and without means to support their families. Hotel rates run from $15 
to $20 a month. I have myself up to the present time been paying $10 a month; 
and yet this appears to be a favor towards me from Mr. Medard Beaubien, 
with whom I have been boarding for more than a year, and to whom I owe a 
thousand sentiments of gratitude for all the kindness which he, together with 
his wife, have ever shown in my regard.17 But for several resaons I shall be 
obliged to go and board elsewhere until my departure. This puts me in the way 
of incurring debts, while the Catholics, having learned that I am to quit Chicago, 
make a difficulty about contributing to the support of the priest. The result is 
that the uncertainty regarding the length of my stay in Chicago has been to 
me a constant source of trouble and anxiety, and the reason why I have so 
often lacked the most necessary things. 

“Mr. Schaeffer finds himself almost in the same situation as myself. He 
declared to me positively yesterday evening that, in view of the circumstances, 
one of us ought absolutely to go and start another parish either on the canal 
or some place else, a thing impossible just now seeing that we have only a single 
chalice and a single missal.1® I told him thereupon that [ would write to you 


——- 


16 Anson and Deodat, sons of Deodat Haylos of Chicago, were entered in 
the Mercantile Department of St. Louis University in November, 1836. 


17 Medard Beaubien, oldest son of Col. Jean Baptiste Beaubien of Chicago, 
was subsequently U. S. agent for the Potowatomi Indians with headquarters at 
Silver Lake, Kansas. 


18 The construction of the Michigan and Illinois Canal was authorized in 
1835 by a bill of the Illinois State Legislature. The project was meant to provide 
a Lakes-to-the-Gulf waterway by connecting Lake Michigan and the Chicago 
River with the Illinois and Mississippi Rivers. “The contractors who had the 
work in hand sent circulars to all the seaports of the United States and’ the 
Canadas, which were distributed among the emigrants, who at this time were 
coming in multitudes to America. Thousands started westward to find ready 
work and it is a noticeable fact that the majority were from Ireland, as the 
tide of emigration from the Green Isle to America set in at this time.” McGov- 
ern, The Catholic Church in Chicago, p. 14. 
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and do everything I possibly could to hasten my departure, already desired so 
long a while back and yet repeatedly delayed or put off. I shall leave with all 
the more pleasure that Mr. Schaeffer can now preach in English and hear con- 
fessions much better than I could the first time I came to Chicago. 

“T beg you, Monseigneur, to take this matter under consideration. I beg 
you also to tell me, if it be possible, what will be the location of my second 
mission so I can have the newspapers I receive at Chicago sent to that address; 
and what English books from my library, such as I can easily procure for my- 
self elsewhere, I may Jeave with Mr. Schaeffer, who has almost no books at all. 

“T am going to write directly on this matter to Monseigneur Bruté, as will 
also Mr. Schaeffer. We have not yet received the Ordo. I do not know whether 
it is to you, Monseigneur, that I ought to have recourse for it or to Monseigneur 
Bruté. If you could send me a copy, I will discharge Mass intentions, as far as 
will be necessary.” 


The representations made by Father St. Cyr in the preceding letter 
were not without effect. He was at last definitely recalled to the dio- 
cese of St. Louis, as we gather from a communication addressed by 
him to Bishop Rosati, March 4, 1837: 

“T received your letter of February 23 to-day. I hasten to answer in order 
to let you know that I shall do everything in my power to follow out your 
orders despite great difficulties in the way. If I cannot go on to St. Louis before 
Holy Week as you desire me to do, it will not be through any lack of good will 
on my part, but because circumstances will not allow it. 

“Tt is with considerable pain, Monseigneur, that I see myself forced to sell 
a portion of my books to pay part of my travelling expenses, and even so, I 
shall be obliged to borrow money, but from whom I do not know, 

“When I went to Vincennes, I did everything in my power to get a chalice 
and a missal for Mr. Schaeffer. But all my efforts were in vain, so that 
you will not take it amiss, Monseigneur, if I leave the chalice and missal with 
Mr. Schaeffer. He will return them as soon as he can procure others in their 
place. Sacrifice on sacrifice.” 


Two weeks later Father St. Cyr again addressed Bishop Rosati, 
declaring in emphatic terms his willingness to remain in Chicago, should 
the Bishop judge that the good of souls demanded this arrangement. 

“T feel certain that you received my letter, which was an answer to your 
own of February 23, and which notified me that you might expect me in St. 
Louis for Holy Week, if nothing untoward occurred. However, in spite of 
my good intentions, I have been unable to realize my own wishes or to comply 
with yours. The news of my departure coming at the very moment when a 
large number were making ready to fulfill their religious duties fell like a 
thunderstroke on the whole congregation, many of whom will be unable to 
receive the sacraments, supposing that I leave next week as I had intended to 
do in order to be able to reach St. Louis by Holy Week. Hence, Monseigneur, 
to avoid inconvenience and quiet the people a little, I have thought it my duty to 
defer my departure until after Easter Sunday. I have heard some talk of a 
petition which they have sent to you to prevail upon you to leave me in Chicago. 

“As to myself, Monseigneur, my whole desire is to do the holy will of God, 
to go and remain wherever the glory of God and the salvation of souls shall 
call me through the voice of my superiors, firmly persuaded as I am that nihil 
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muiht decrit in loco pascuae ubi me collocavit [Nothing will be wanting to me in 
the place of pasture where He hath set me]. If then, Monseigneur, you think 
it God’s holy will that I establish myself definitely in Chicago, or in its neigh- 
borhood, say so boldly, and despite the difficulties that start up on every side, 
I am ready to obey and submit my will to yours, to embrace with my whole 
heart this mission of Chicago and share with my worthy confrere, Mr. Schaeffer, 
its hardships and merits. 

“If, on the other hand, you think it God’s will that I return to your dio- 
cese, then, cost what it may, I will tear myself away from the midst of my 
flock and away from my first-born, I will obey and go withersoever I am sent, 
in the firm conviction that vir obediens loquetur victorias [The obedient man 
will speak of victories]. 

“For the rest I will leave everything to your decision; what you tell me 
to do, I will do. 

“Mr. Schaeffer is just now indisposed as a consequence of an attack of 
headache which he experiences almost regularly every month and which tor- 
ments him severely for the space of forty-eight hours. 

“Yesterday the outskirts of Chicago and Chicago itself were entirely 
covered with ice and snow. ‘Today everything is flooded for at this moment 
the rain is coming down in torrents. The roads and streets of Chicago are 
impassable.” 

Father St. Cyr left Chicago definitely for St. Louis April 17, 1837, 
and in the following June was assigned by Bishop Rosati to the mis- 
sion of Quincy, Illinois, from which he made periodical excursions to 
the Catholics of the neighboring counties. 1° 


* K * *K 


If the services of Father St. Cyr were thus lost to the Catholics 
of Chicago, it was not for lack of repeated efforts on Bishop Bruté’s 
part to retain him.for his diocese. The latter wrote to Bishop Rosati, 
March 11, 1837: “I fear it is too late and quite impossible to request 
that Mr. St. Cyr protract his stay a little while longer .... and yet, 
see how many priests you have, my good Bishop,—already 31 and 4 
more whom you are going to ordain. As to the chalice which he has 
in Chicago, if Mr. Lalumiere has not got back those that were sent to 
Saint Louis to be gilded, you might keep one of them and Mr, St. Cyr 
could leave his own in Chicago.” 


In two letters addressed in May of the same year to the Bishop 
of Saint Louis, Bruté reveals how keenly he felt over the situation in 
Chicago where Father Schaeffer was left to minister single-handed to 
the Catholic population now going forward by leaps and bounds. 

“IT have not been urging you earnestly enough or with confidence in our 
Divine Master to acquiesce in Mr. St. Cyr’s wishes and my own, at least for a 
few months longer. I am so sick 1 do not think I am in a condition te go to 


19 A sketch of Father St. Cyr’s career after he left Chicago may be read in 
Zurbonsen, Jn Memoriam, A Clerical Bead-Roll of the Diocese of Alton, Illinois. 
The founder of Chicago’s first Catholic parish died February 21, 1883, at Nazareth 
Convent, a house of the Sisters of St. Joseph, just outside the southern limits 
of St. Louis, Missouri, 
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Chicago to see my worthy Mr. Schaeffer. It has been a great consolation to 
me to see them, Messrs. St. Cyr and Schaeffer, so ready to help each other — 
and you have seen from Mr. St. Cyr’s detailed letter that the care of 2000 Cath- 
olics is in question. What hope then for Dubuque and the whole of Northern 
Illinois and Wisconsin Territory. .... Be so good as to take this last remark 
into consideration — do it, I implore you, well-beloved and venerated colleague, 
not for me but for the great common cause. I believe that this provisional ar- 
rangement even after all the favors you have already granted, will be blessed 
of God, as He has blessed it in the past, for you have already doubled the num- 
ber of the clergy of your diocese since 1834, when on second thought you agreed 
to send Mr. St. Cyr back to Chicago. 

“Since my return I hear nothing spoken about except the emigrants and 
the cry for priests that goes up on every side. What shall we do, especially as 
our French priests are, many of them at least, still quite too weak in English? 
And as for German priests —alas! where shall we find them? It is heart- 
breaking. I should think it necessary, the need is so pressing, that we write 
to the bishops of Ireland or Germany. I intend to write at least to Keane, the 
Vice-President of the Irish Seminary. How I tremble to think in this situation, 
which must be the same for yourself, that you do not grant me the extension 
of time which Mr. St. Cyr himself solicits, and which would be so capital a 
thing for the North—for Wisconsin even and that soon, if only Chicago be 
given strength. At any rate, I have ventured to entreat you again in a letter 
which you will have found in Cincinnati. Ah! Monseigneur, grant me all you 
possibly can. I have no second priest to send to Mr. Schaeffer for those 2000, 
perhaps at present 3000 Catholics, so amazing a thing is this deluge of Catholic 
emigration.” 20 

By July Bishop Bruté felt that he must acquiesce in the loss of 
Father St. Cyr: “that great favor conferred by the diocese of Saint 
Louis on our own,” but he was deeply grateful to the Bishop of Saint 
Louis for having been permitted to retain so long the services of that 
zealous priest. 

“Nothing remains for me, Monseigneur, but to thank you with the fullest 
outpouring of my heart for all the good which Mr. St. Cyr has done in Chicago 
during the protracted stay you have accorded him, nor can I murmur in any 
wise against his recall. i bless, too, this excellent priest and shall never think 
of him before God other than as the pastor of a parish which he has in very 
truth created and where I hope his memory will continue long to encourage this 
new flock to persevere and his successor to enlarge still further the great 
amount of initial good that has been accornplished.” 21 


Father Schaeffer did not long survive the departure of Father 
St. Cyr from Chicago. “T announce with grief,” wrote Bishop Bruté 


—- ——. 


#0 Bruté a Rosati, May 7, 19, 1837. Though still without an adequate sup- 
ply of priests, the diocese of Vincennes showed considerable growth during the 
interval 1834-1837. “As to missionaries, instead of the total of 2 (Fathers Lo- 
lumiere and Badin) which appeared in the Almanac of 1835 and which astonished 
the Holy Father himself, behold us sixteen priests, and we shall be eighteen 
when you read these lines.” Letter of Bruté, May 24, 1837, in the Annales de la 
Propagation de la Foi, 10: 156. 
21 Bruté a Rosati, July 9, 1837. 
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to the Leopoldine Association of Vienna, “that I have lost one of my 
excellent fellow-workers by death. Mr. Schaeffer of Strasburg, who 
accompanied me to America, whom I sent to the Mission of Chicago 
immediately after my arrival, and who preached in French and English 
as also in German, and by his exceeding zeal in the service of souls 
had won the love of all, died to our great sorrow on October 2 [1837], 
feast of the Guardian Angels.” ** Father Schaeffer’s last entry in the 
baptismal record of St. Mary’s parish is dated July 24, 1837. Six days 
later, July 30, the name of Father Bernard O’Meara appears for the 
first time in the same register. The following year, 1838, Bishop 
Bruté made a canonical visitation to Chicago, of which he gives a 
brief account in his somewhat halting English in a letter to Mother 
Rose of Emmitsburg. The letter is dated St. Rose’s Day, August 30: 

“Chicago, one hundred and fity miles north of Vincennes on the Lake of 
Michigan, southwest corner; a city of seven, or eight thousand, — largest in the 
diocese. Alas! so small a wood church where I have just celebrated the Divine 
Sacrifice, though we have near a thousand Catholics, they tell me;— one priest, 
Mr. O’Meara, —I had a second, Mr. Schaeffer, our Lord recalled him to Heav- 
en, I hope. 

“Arrived yesterday night from the line of the works of the Illinois canal. 
I will spend till Sunday here planning and devising for my successors. Alas, 
so little of genius at plans! —unless our Lord Himself pity such an immense 
“avenir” that I know not how to begin well! 

“T dream of Sisters here!—but how so? Col. Beaubien offers lots, etc. 
Very well — but Sisters? 

“A small wooden church, not sufficient for the fourth part on Sunday; and 
yet most, (as usual) of our Catholics are of the poorest; and the few better off, 
(as usual too, in our West) so eagerly busy at the great business of this West, 
growing rich, richer, richest; — too little ready, when the talk is only of lots, 
interest and estate in Heaven; or of placing in its Bank on earth, by the hands 
of the Church, and that poor Bishop, the cashier of said Bank, in this part of 
the world, who could sign bills of millions of eternal acquittal, etc., etc. Well, 
Mother! tell me how I will succeed to spirit our busy Chicago to build a good, 
large brick Church. Another man,—yes, some proper man, might succeed, not 
this unworthy Simon. 

“But enough! I must go to meet Mr. O’Meara, and devise plans. I would 
take more pleasure to speak of the shanties where I have lived, and have done 
some duty these few days past; but now I am in the city, and owe myself as 
well to the city as to the shanties.” 28 


Within a year of this visit to Chicago, Bishop Bruté died in Vin- 
cennes, on June 26, 1839, at the age of sixty. His death was due to 
pulmonary consumption which developed from a cold he contracted 
while riding on the outside of a stage-coach in Ohio on his way to 
the Provincial Council of Baltimore of 1837. To the priest who at- 
tended him he remarked the morning of the day before he died: “My 


22 Berichte der Leopoldinen Stiftung, XII (1839). 
28 Illinois Catholic Historical Review, 1: 171. 
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dear child, I have the whole day yet to stay with you, to-morrow with 
God.” With characteristic zeal and energy he wrote with his own 
hands six hours before his death a number of letters to persons whom 
he longed to reclaim to a better life.** Rare piety of life and a very 
exceptional range of learning, secular as well as sacred, were among 
the traits that lent distinction to the personality of Bishop Brute. 
Bishop Quarter, his pupil at the Emmitsburg Seminary, declared that 
he had never known a more tender piety than that exhibited by his 
beloved professor. As a theologian and master of ecclesiastical lore 
and an uncommonly enlightened and inspired guide in things of the 
spirit, his reputation was high in church circles throughout the land 
and many eagerly sought his advice. A considerable body of his 
private correspondence, for he was a prolific letter-writer, is still 
preserved in various ecclesiastical archives throughout the country, 
giving reason to hope that an adequate biography of this remarkable 
churchman will some day be given to the world.* 

For the Catholics of Chicago it may well be a subject of solemn 
pride that the first rude beginnings of the Church in their great me- 
tropolis felt for a while the shaping hand of the saintly first Bishop 
of Vincennes; just as for the Catholics of St. Louis it will be gratify- 
ing to recall that the progress made by the Church in the Northern 
city during that prelate’s administration was due in large measure to 
the zealous ministry cf Father St. Cyr, “that great favor,” in Bishop 
Bruté’s own words, “conferred by the diocese of St. Louis to our own.” 


Rev. GILBERT J. GARRAGHAN, S.J. 


24 Bayley, Memories of Bishop Bruté, p. 85. 

25 When a young priest, Archbishop Hughes was constantly seeking the 
advice of Father Bruté, then Rector of the Emmitsburg Seminary. “In all his 
perplexities he had recourse to Mr. Bruté. He asks his opinion now upon a 
point of theology, again upon some antiquarian subject; now he applies to him 
to find a passage in one of the Fathers; now consults him upon a question of 
philology or asks from him a summary of the principles of canon law which 
bear upon the existing state of affairs in Philadelphia. Upon all points this 
extraordinary man was ready to satisfy him.” Hassard, Life of Archbishop 
Hughes, p. 73. ‘The readers of the St. Louis Catholic Historical Review will be 
pleased to learn that Bishop Bruté was keenly interested in the early church 
history of the Mississippi Valley and over the signature “Vincennes” published 
in the Catholic Telegraph of Cincinnati a series of letters in which, in his own 
words, “the ancient labors of the Society of Jesus in this region from the Lakes 
to the Mississippi were described.” In a letter to Father Elet, S.J., President 
of Saint Louis University, he makes the suggestion that the site of the old 
Jesuit Mission at Peoria, Illinois, be marked with a permanent memorial lest all 
traces of it be lost to history. 


EPISCOPAL VISITATION 
of the 


DIOCESE OF NEW ORLEANS, 
1827--1828 


By Pontifical Brief, in date of May 20, 1827, the Right Rev. 
Joseph Rosati, Administrator of the Diocese of New Orleans and of 
the newly erected Diocese of St. Louis, was made Bishop of the latter 
See, and continued in the office of Administrator of the mother church, 
until a Bishop be appointed. If, on July 12, when he received the 
Pontifical Document, the prelate had sighed from the bottom of his 
heart a cheerful Deo gratias!, for the Brief at last put an end to his 
fears he might be compelled by obedience to accept the See of New 
Orleans, yet he had no misgivings as to what worries and fatigues his 
Administratorship entailed. That it was no sinecure, he well knew 
from his experience of over a year since the departure of Bishop Du 
Bourg for Europe. But Rome was requesting him to send the name 
of a suitable candidate for New Orleans: yet a little patience, and 
soon he would be free to give his undivided attention to the infant 
Church of St. Louis now confided to him. 

Early in March he had gone to Louisiana, where the state of 
ecclesiastical affairs demanded the presence of a responsible authority 
and the adoption of certain measures which only such an authority 
could enact. On reaching New Orleans, one of the first steps he took 
was to organize an Episcopal Council, an institution of paramount 
importance for the good order of a Diocese without a Bishop, and 
with an Administrator residing for the greater part of the time a thou- 
sand miles away. According to the first draft, this Council, made up 
of Fathers Anthony de Sedella, Moni, Richard, Borgna and Jeanjean, 
was to meet the first and third Thursdays of every month, and when- 
ever the chairman might deem necessary. In the Administrator’s ab- 
sence, Father Anthony was to preside, and if the latter was unable to 
attend, Fr. Richard was to take the chair. Neither the Vicar General 
—Father de Sedella—, nor the Council had the right, 1. to appoint 
pastors; 2. to grant any e-reats to the clergy of the Diocese; 3. to give 
approbation to strange priests coming from any country outside the 
U. S.; these three rights the Administrator reserved to himself. The 
Episcopal Council convened for the first time on Thursday, March 29." 


1 Rosati’s Diary, March 16 and 29, 1827. Unless otherwise specified the 
references to this precious manuscript are to the entries bearing the date marked 
in the text of the article. We shall, most of the time, omit mentioning this 
source of information, as the bulk of this article is nothing more than a slight 
recasting of this Diary into the form of historical narrative. 
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After a three months’ sojourn in Louisiana, the Bishop of St. 
Louis left New Orleans (June 16), to spend the summer in the midst 
of his Missouri flock; but deep in his soul was the conviction that the 
sooner he could visit the South again, the better for the good of the 
Church there. Accordingly, in the fall of the same year, he determined 
~ to start again for New Orleans, and try to put things there on a solid 
footing pending the appointment and coming of the new Bishop. 


The journey began, Nov. 12, from Ste. Genevieve, where, “at 
about two o’clock p. m.” the Bishop, in company with Father Mas- 
caroni, ordained a few days before (Nov. 4) and destined for the 
mission of Nachitochez, and Mr. Surault, a Seminarian of the Bar- 
rens,” boarded the ill-fated America. The voyage down stream com- 
menced quite happily, the boat reaching Cape Girardeau the next day, 
and, on the 14th, New Madrid. But on the 15th began a series of 
mishaps which came near being fatal, and gave our passengers a good 
personal insight into the scriptural “perils of rivers.” Of the events 
which marked the journey the Bishop’s Diary affords a narrative 
worth quoting here. 


At about two o’clock, the boat, which was going downstream at quite a 
rapid pace, ran into a huge snag lying some four feet under water; and such 
was the impact that a hole was torn in the craft, so that the latter filled rapidly. 
The wheels now deep in the water could no longer obey the force of steam. 
Then the helmsman turned all his might to directing the boat, now full to over- 
flowing, towards the shore; providentially it happened that we soon reached in 
the attempt a part or the river where the water was only nine feet deep; there 
the boat stopped, resting on the bottom, and so we were snatched from what 
seemed imminent death. Eternal thanksgiving to the Blessed Virgin Mother 
of God! For while we were in that extreme danger, I could not think of any- 
thing else to say but the words: Sancta Maria, succurre miseris [Holy Mary, 
help us poor unfortunate], which I cried out three times with all the devotion 
which I could muster. When we were told by the Captain that all danger of 
death was now over, we went down into a rowboat which carried us to the 
bank of the river; and there, after we had somewhat recovered from the stupor 
caused us by the imminent danger of death which we had just escaped, we had 
to think about the necessary means of building up some huts to spend the night 
and the following days. For we were on a desert river-bank, and there was 
no hope of saving our boat. Accordingly before night we had some huts erected 
which we roofed with pieces of linen and of cloth. 

November 16, Friday. As much of the load of the boat as could be gotten 
was salvaged and brought to the bank. We saw a steamboat going up the 
river along the opposite bank; it was the Liberator. Some of our crewmen 
hastened towards her; but as she, too, had hit a snag and had a hole, her cap- 


2 A few weeks later Mr. Surault definitely severed his connections with the 
Seminary. Under the date March 10, 1828, indeed, we read the following entry 
in the Bishop’s Diary: “I gave to Mr. Surault, cleric of the Diocese of Peri- 
gucux, testimonial letter of frequentation of the Sacramests. I declined to ac- 
cept him into this Diocese, because he held views rather loose about subjects 
on which an ecclesiastic ought to obtemperate to the judgment of the Church.” 
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tain refused to come to rescue us. Thunderstorm and wind, etc. The bank noi 
far from the place where we were camping fell into the river with a tremen- 
dous roar. 


17. Saturday. Our boat is torn to pieces. The machinery, etc., is taken 
out of it. 

18 XXIVth Sunday after Pentecost. ‘The boat is destroyed, and out of 
the boards, etc., huts are constructed. 

19. Monday. Early in the morning we discern steam and smoke a long 
distance up the river, and some time after, to our immense delight, we see a 
boat. She comes to us, stops at the river bank, and though she had already 
more than 120 passengers, the Captain, Mr. Young, consents to take us in. The 
name of that boat is Lafayette; whence our Americans remark quite appropri- 
ately that this is the second time Lafayette has rushed to the help of America. 
We go on board. The same evening, not far from the place of our shipwreck, 
another boat, the Amazon, sailing along the shore, broke the axle of one of her 
wheels. Not to leave her there in such a plight, Capt. Young decided to tow 
her down to New Orleans, which, of course, retarted considerably our progress. 


The next six days, the Lafayette, with the Amazon in tow, wend- 
ed slowly her way southward, reaching Natchez on Nov. 26, Bayou 
Sarah on the 27th, and, about midnight of the same day, Donaldson- 
ville, where Father Mascaroni left his companions. Though near the 
end of their journey, these had not, however, completed the round of 
the “perils of rivers” which had fallen to their share in that eventful 
trip. Once more we pass the pen to our Bishop: 

28. Wednesday. About 12 miles from New Orleans, the Lafayette caught 
fire, and it was feared she was to be the prey of the flames. Fire had broken 
out in the hold. As soon as the alarm was sounded, we all rushed to the 
Amazon near-by. But our fear did not last long, for in a short while the crew- 
men were able to put out the fire completely. We reached New Orleans about 
Shag vanaee 

On the Thursday of the following week, December 6, at noon, the 
Bishop’s consultors, Fathers Anthony de Sedella, Richard, Moni and 
Borgna assembled in the Cathedral Rectory to deliberate on the oppor- 
tunity of holding a Diocesan Synod, and making the Episcopal Visita- 
tion of the Diocese. Unanimously the Consultors declared the visitation 
should be made, and after its completion, the Synod held. 

The last Synod had been convened when, in the winter 1820-1821, 
Bishop Du Bourg had finally resolved to go to his Cathedral City; 
and the last visitation of the Diocese had been made likewise by 
Bishop Du Bourg in the fall 1823, nearly thirty years after that made 
by Bishop Pefialver y Cardenas in 1795. 

Without delay, Bishop Rosati, by a circular letter, dated Dec. 10, 
advised all the Pastors of the Diocese of the coming visitation, and at 
once set out on the busy journey.* The Parish of the Ascension, 
Donaldsonville, of which Father Joseph Tichitoli, C.M., was rector 
and Father John Bouillier, C.M., assistant, was the first to which he 


3 In the course of his Episcopal tour, Bishop Rosati made the canonical 
visitation also of the Religious houses of the Diocese. We omit here the ac- 
counts of these Visitations. 
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turned his steps. He arrived there sometime in the evening of Satur- 
day, Dec. 14. The next day, third Sunday in Advent, was taken up 
by the ceremonies of the first Communion and confirmation,* which 
never went withcut a sermon of the Bishop; and the Monday morn- 
ing the Visitation was begun. We must here turn to the Bishop’s 
Diary, which describes minutely with what thoroughness the prelate 
understood and discharged this duty of his Episcopal office: 


Monday, Dec. 17. — Began the Visitation and examined the Parish Books, 
which I found to be accurately and carefully kept. The following regulations 
will have to be made: 1. Henceforth Marriages performed outside the church 
and in private homes, ought to be recorded not on loose sheets of paper, but in 
a book kept for that purpose, and copy of the entry is to be made in the regular 
Register where other marriages are inscribed. 2. At the back of the Register 
of the Deceased should be put a table of the rights of the Pastor and of the 
Church. 3. There should be a Register to inscribe the names of those who are 
confirmed. 4. Another book should likewise be procured, to keep record of the 
dispensations granted. 5. A little case should be made near the main altar to 
preserve under lock and key the Holy Oil for the Sick, which should never be 
kept in the Rectory. 6. Another Chest should also be provided for a kind of 
Archive deposit, wherein are to be filed the Circular letters of the Bishop or of 
the Vicar General, the dispensations received, and other like documents. 

Tuesday, December 18. — ... Continuing the Visitation, examined the Sac- 
risty, the sacred vestments and linen, went around the Church, examining the 
altars, the Baptism Fount. On finishing my investigation, ordained as follows: 
1. A case furnished with lock and key shall be made near the altar, and on its 
door shall be marked the words: Oleum Infirmorum. 2. The Baptism Fount shall 
be moved to the Epistle side; it shall be made more elegant and of better ma- 
terial, and enclosed by a railing. 3. A new Missal ought to be purchased. 4. The 
sacred vestments and linen in need of mending ought to be mended. 5. A 
Register shall be procured to write in the names of those who receive Confirma- 
tion. 6. Another Register shall be kept wherein the Pastor shall record all 
dispensations granted by him by virtue of the commission he received from us. 
7. Circular letters, regulations, dispensations, and other like documents sent to 
the Pastors by us or by our Vicar General and our Secretary shall be preserved 
in the Archives of the Parish. Finally it is to be desired that the Trustees and 
the pecple of this Parish undertake without delay to fix up the church, which 
stands in need of repairs; for the more they postpone these repairs, the greater 
will the expense be. Moreover we esteem the Rev. Father Tichitoli, Rector of 
this Church, the Trustees and all the people of the Parish, most praiseworthy 
for the zeal wherewith they take care of whatever regards the divine worship. 
In witness whereof we have entered the present Record of the Visitation to 
be filed in the Episcopal Archives of New Orleans. 

On the following Wednesday, (Dec. 19) the Bishop, accompanied 
by Father Bouillier, C.M., reached the parish of the Assumption. The 
Loretto convent, where a strange spirit of restlessness had spread 


4 Eleven boys and girls made that day their first communion and received 
confirmation. 
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among both the professed Sisters and the Novices, first claimed his 
attention. On the Friday commenced the Visitation of the Church: 

Examined the Parish Register of Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals and Con- 
firmations, and found them kept in very good order. Ordered that a Book be 
bought for registering henceforth the Marriages performed in private homes, 
and that a transcript of the Acts of these Marriages be entered into the regular 
Marriage Register. Examined the Church, the Baptism Fount, the Sacred vest- 
ments and linen, the Sacristy and the Cemetery. Here are the Decrees drawn up: 

I. Purificators, albs, a few surplices, a purple stole, a white one and a 
black one ought to be purchased; 

2. A little chest furnished with lock and key shall be put on the wall of 
the church near the altar, with, on its door, the worde: Oleum Infirmorum,; 

3. A wooden case shall be placed in the Rectory for the keeping of the 
Parish Registers, the Ordinances, Circulars, Dispensations, etc. ; 

4. The old and the new Cemetery shall be so fenced as to prevent them 
being overrun by the cattle. 

The Bishop remained until the Sunday (Dec. 23), devoting, that 
day, the early hours of the morning to the Convent, then repairing to 
the Church for the confirmation of a class of thirty-nine persons. 
Having gone back to Donaldsonville to celebrate there the Christmas 
festivities,©> again he returned to Assumption and on the 28th, ad- 
ministered the sacrament of Confirmation to a class of thirty-four. 

His next stoping place was St. Joseph’s, “Seven leagues from 
Assumption,” where he arrived on the evening of the same day. This 
parish, of which Father Audizio was the pastor, numbered 400 fam- 
ilies, besides a number of others residing in the lower portion of the 
Parish (St. Mary) and Terre Bonne who, having no church and no 
pastor, were under the care and jurisdiction of the Rector of St. 
Joseph’s. At the latter place, Sunday Dec. 30, the Bishop found no 
less than 107 persons to confirm, after the parochial Mass, and on the 
morrow he proceeded to the Visitation: 

The Registers of Baptisms, Marriages, Deaths and Confirmations I ex- 
amined and found well kept; went round the church, sacristy and cemetery, and 
deemed it proper to draw up the following regulations, which I wrote in the 
Baptismal Register: 

1. As brass chalices are, by the Sacred Canons, held unfit for the celebra- 
tion of the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, a silver chalice shall be purchased ; 

2. A little chest shall be made and located on the wall of the church, near 
the altar, and on its door shall be the indication: Oleum Infirmorum; 

3. The Baptismal Fount must be located near the door of the church, and 
shall be enclosed by a railing; 

4. A Missal and a Ritual ought to be bought; 

5. The Church ought to be built, and the Cemetery fenced. 

The good people of St. Joseph’s parish won the heart of the 
Bishop by the marks of respect and veneration which, on every occa-~ 
sion, they never ceased to give him: they were not, like the parish- 
ioners of Donaldsonville or even of the Assumption, in the habit of 


5 On December 26, he confirmed four persons. 
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seeing Bishops. He notes down with evident satisfaction in his Diary, 
that all those who came to pay him a visit, or who met him in the 
street, on his way to or from the church, or even were on their front 
porch when he passed along, never failed to go down on their knees 
and ask for his blessing. 

From St. Joseph’s returning to Assumption and Donaldsonville, 
he started thence, on January 4, 1828, for St. Gabriel (Iberville) 
Parish, where he arrived the same evening. Early the next morning 
the Visitation was commenced and pursued with the same thorough- 
ness that the Bishop had displayed in the preceding places. The fol- 
lowing Decrees were drawn up as the result of the Administrator’s 
observations: 

1. At the Baptismal Fount, a sink (piscina) must be placed; 

2. A little chest shall be made near the altar to keep the Holy Oil; 

3. Amices, Surplices, an alb, a set of red vestments and a humeral veil 
must be purchased; 

4. A bench shall be placed in the Sanctuary; 

5. The Cemetery should be fenced in and the trees growing upon it cut 
down; 

6. Glass panes must be replaced where they are wanting in the Sanctuary 
windows; 

A small book shall be procured to record the marriages performed in private 
homes, and a Register to inscribe the names of those who receive Confirmation. 

The next day being Sunday, feast of the Epiphany, was devoted 
to public functions in the church. At the Bishop’s Mass, celebrated 
at an early hour, a number received Holy Communion. After Solemn 
Mass, which the Prelate attended, sixty-nine persons were confirmed. 
On the Monday ten more received the sacrament of Confirmation 
after the Bishop’s Mass, and a Solemn Requiem Mass was celebrated 
a little later for the repose of the soul of Father Paul de Saint-Pierre, 
O. Carm:, former chaplain in Rochambeau’s army, who, after the war 
of Independence had remained in the States, and had been successively 
pastor of Cahokia (1785-1789), Ste. Genevieve (1789-1797), and last- 
ly of St. Gabriel’s, Iberville, La. (1804-1826), where he passed away 
on Oct. 15, 1826. Again on the next morning, January 8, after Mass, 
the Bishop confirmed eleven persons; and about 9 o’clock he set off 
for Baton Rouge, in company with Fathers Michaud and Bouiller, 
C.M., arriving in the Capital city of Louisiana about two in the after- 
noon. At once the Visitation was commenced; it continued the next 
day, Bishop Rosati examining diligenter—so he marks—the Church, 
the Sacristy, the sacred vestments and linen and the Parish Registers. 
That everything was kept in the most perfect order, we cannot be 
surprised when we remember that the church of Baton Rouge was 
then in care of Father Anthony Blanc, who, some eight years later, 
became Bishop of the Diocese, after the untimely death of Bishop 
De Neckere. So satisfied was the Administrator that he felt it his 
duty to commend in the most emphatic terms the zeal of the Rector. 


6 J. Rothensteiner. Der erste Deutsch-Amerikanische Priester des Westens. 
St. Louis, 1917. 
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Bishop Rosati had never been able to stand the climate of the 
South, and his every sojourn in Louisiana had been marred by spells 
of sickness. This indeed was one of the motives which he had invoked, 
the year before, when he so earnestly pleaded not to be obliged to 
accept the See of New Orleans. This time, it was during his sojourn 
at Baton Rouge that illness overtook him, obliging him to prolong his 
stay in the Louisiana head-city. Somehow, nevertheless, he managed 
to administer the Sacrament of Confirmation on the following Sunday 
(Jan. 13), and to go the next day to St. John’s, one of the out-missions 
of Father Blanc, where he confirmed a class of fifteen persons. 


On the following Saturday he was at last, though not yet too 
well, able to take his departure on the boat The Lady of the Lake, 
which took him and his companion Father Bouiller to St. Michael’s, 
where they arrived on Sunday, rather late in the morning, during 
the celebration of the parochial high Mass. Of the Episcopal Visita- 
tion, made on the Wednesday of that week, little need be said: no 
salient features appear to have marked it; all that the Bishop notes 
down in its Diary, is that the Church and its appurtenances were kept 
very neatly, and that the proceedings ended in the Bishop ordering 
the purchase of two chasubles and a few surplices, the keeping of a 
Record of confirmations, the erection of a Baptismal fount and a 
piscina, and the making of a wooden case for the Oleum Infirmorum. 
Following the Visitation, Father Auguste Jeanjean was appointed 
Confessor and Superior of the Sacred Heart Convents of St. Michael’s 
and Grand Coteau, while Father Dussossoy was officially Rector of 
St. Michael’s. 


Once more, on the morning of Friday, January 25, Bishop Rosati 
and his fidus Achates, Father John Bouiller, crossed the Mississippi; 
they were headed this time towards the parish of St. John the Baptist, 
where they arrived in mid-afternoon. The evening and the next day 
were given to rest and to the enjoyment of the whole-hearted hospi- 
tality of the pastor Father Mina and his guest for the time being, Fa- 
ther De Angelis. On the Sunday, as usual, the Bishop assisted at High 
Mass; and “after Mass and the singing of the Veni Creator’ as five 
persons were ready for Confirmation, he, as was his invariable cus- 
tom, addressed to them a few words, then administered the Sacra- 
ment. From the church, the congregation, together with the clergy 
and the Bishop, repaired to the adjoining graveyard which was to be 
enlarged ; the Bishop blessed the new addition, and concluded the cere- 
mony by another short instruction—he was a tireless and inexhaustible 
preacher—on the honor due to Christian cemeteries. The Visitation 
took place the next day, without any notable incident, the Prelate con- 
cluding it by decreeing the erection of a new Baptismal Fount, and, as 
in other places, the keeping of a Confirmation Book, and the placing 
near the Sacristy door of a little chest for the Oil of the Sick. 


From St. John the Baptist the Administrator, together with his 
inseparable Father Bouiller and Father De Angelis, boarded the Pau! 
Jones, for New Orleans. Thus ended the first round of Visitations. 
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Trouble had been brewing in the City during his absence. The 
Trustees, Bishop Rosati tells us, 

led and persuaded by one Mr. Cavelier, had been circulating among the 
Catholics a petition which they requested the latter to sign, and which they 
meant to present to the Legislature of Louisiana, in order to obtain from that 
body that a law be passed enabling the same Trustees to refuse henceforth 
any pastors in whose appointment they did not concur, I summoned together 
to a meeting all the clergy actually present in New Orleans; the Right Rev. 
Michael Portier, Bishop of Oleno and Vicar Apostolic of Alabama and Florida, 
and the Right Rev. Bonaventure Esperon, Bishop of Jericho im partibus, who 
happened to be then in the city, were pleased to grace our meeting by their 
presence. There were at this meeting the Very Rev. Anthony de Sedella, V. G., 
and Pastor, the Reverend Fathers Moni, Richard, Borgna, De Angelis, Maen- 
haut, Ganihl, Permoli, Bouiller, Medina and Cunsade. Having read the afore- 
mentioned petition, I asked: 1 Whether or not it was in conformity with the 
doctrine and discipline of the Catholic Church; 2. Whether or not a Rector 
elected by the Trustees was to be regarded as an interloper. It was answered 
unanimously: 1. that the petition was contrary to the doctrine and discipline 
ot the Catholic Church; 2. that the priest elected to a pastorship by the Trustees 
should be held to be an interloper. Then it was decreed that the Proceedings 
of this meeting should be written in full and signed by all present, and that an 
authentic copy of these proceedings should be sent to the Trustees by a Com- 
mittee made up of Fathers Anthony de Sedella, Moni and Maenhaut. Accord- 
ingly, minutes of the meeting were at once written by Father Ganihl and signed 
by all present. 

The Administrator did not believe his action in the matter should 
be ended by the holding of this meeting; he made it a point to see 
some of the members of the Senate of Louisiana, and to impress upon 
them the idea that the petition circulated by the Trustees was in op- 
position to the laws of the Catholic Church, and that, therefore, the 
State law-makers could not legislate on the matter without violating 
the Constitution of the United States which guarantees the freedom 
of all worship. Nor did he deem an exchange of views by conversa- 
tion with these Senators sufficient for the purpose of defeating the 
proposed bill; he presented to them a written statement of the ques- 
tion, which they could peruse and consider at leisure. 

Bishop Rosati remained in New Orleans until February 11, at 
which date he, always with Father Bouiller, boarded the Integrity, 
bound for Western Louisiana. Slowly the craft plodded its way along, 
passing on February 12, in sight of St. Michael’s, and, the next day, 
entering the Bayou Plaquemine. Up stream they proceeded that day 
and the whole of the next day; and about night-fall they reached the 
Caron landing, where they disembarked and spent the night. Early 
the next morning Father Flavius H. Rossi, Pastor of Opelousas, 
came to fetch our Apostolic travelers to his residence, three miles 
away, and after a suitable refection put them on their way to the town 
of Vermillionville, which was already beginning to be popularly desig- 
nated by the name, destined to supplant the former, of Lafayette. Be- 
fore night the weary travelers had reached the Rectory of St. John the 
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Evangelist’s and were enjoying the hospitality of the pastor, Father 
Lawrence Peyretti. 

In view of the importance and dignity of that church of St. John 
the Evangelist of Vermillionville, which was raised last year to the 
dignity of Cathedral of the new Diocese of Lafayette,’ it will not be 
amiss to recall briefly the humble beginnings of that Parish, then the 
western-most parish of the Diocese of New Orleans. It was erected, 
in May 1822, by Bishop Du Bourg, out of territories previously be- 
longing to the parishes of “St. Martin des Attacapas” and “St. Charles 
du Grand Coteau des Opelousas,” and its limits were assigned by a 
Decree of the Bishop, in date of May 15, 1822, which reads as fol- 
lows: § 

On May 15, 1822, having repaired to the Attacapas and Opelousas, in order 
to erect the new Church or Parish of St. John of Vermillon, I altered the limits 
which I had previously assigned to the Parish of St. Charles, by my Decree of 
March 10, 1821. The limits I have now determined between the two Parishes 
are a straight line running from the confluence of the Bayou Pont-Brulé with 
the Bayou Vermillon, stretching as far as the tip of the Island of Carencro; 
thence to the headwaters of the Bayou Queue-de-Tortue, and following this 
Bayou and the Mermenteau river down to the Gulf. 

In. witness whereof I signed in presence of the Rev. Hercules Brassac erst- 
while Pastor of St. Charles, and the Rev. S. Valezano, the actual incumbent. 

« L. WM. Bp. of Louisiana. 


From this description it appears that the new church held juris- 
diction over about half (the southwestern part) of the modern La- 
fayette Parish (County), the whole of Vermillion Parish, save a strip 
east of the Vermillion Bayou, and the low and marshy part of Cam- 
eron Parish, south of Lake Arthur and east of the Mermenteau River, 
that is to say, a territory some fifty miles in length (north and south) 
and forty in width. These limits were still unaltered when Bishop 
Anthony Blane made his first visit to Southwestern Louisiana, as is 
evidenced from a statement written and signed by him at the Rectory 
of St. Charles du Grand Coteau, on November 2, 1837;° as a matter 
of fact they remained substantially unaltered many years after that 
date, for we have it from old settlers along the eastern bank of the 
Mermenteau river, that even late in the seventies, these settlements 
were still visited once or twice a year by the Rector of Lafayette. 

The Visitation of the Church of St. John the Evangelist took 
place on Saturday, February 16, the Decrees issued by the Administra- 
tor being, like_in other places, entered, in the Bishop’s own handwrit- 
ing, into the Baptism Register of the Parish. Instead of a mere sum- 


7 We do not speak, of course, of the material building; but the original 
title of the parish Church has passed on to the various frame edifices which suc- 
ceeded the first church, and to the sumptuous brick and stone church, now ihe 
Cathedral, erected only a few years ago. 

8 Catholic Archives of America. University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, 
Ind. Case Bishops and Archbishops of New Orleans. 


9 Catholic Archives of America, /. c. 
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mary it will be more in keeping with the newly acquired dignity of 
that Church to give here a full transcript of these decrees: 

JoserpH Rosati, of the Congregation of the Mission, by the grace of God 
and the Holy Apostolic See, Bishop of St. Louis and Administrator of the Dio- 
cese of New Orleans. 

We, in fulfilment of the duties of our office, repairing to the parish of St. 
John of Vermillion-ville, have, on the 16th of the month of February 1828, 
visited the Church and the Sacristy, as also the Registers of said parish. Having 
carefully examined everything, we deem it necessary to make the following 
recommendations : 

1. There should be constructed a Baptismal Fount, wherein are to be kept 
decently and under lock and key, the water blessed at the days appointed by the 
ordinances and canons of the Church for the administration of the Sacrament 
of Baptism, the Holy Oils together with whatever is necessary for the cere- 
monies demanded at this occasion by the Ritual. This Baptismal Fount must be 
enclosed by a railing, to the inside of which a little piscina shall be made, where- 
in the water which was used in the conferring of Baptism ought to be poured 
out. 

2. It is in the interest of the inhabitants of the parish to have books solidly 
leather-bound to serve as Registers for Baptisms, Marriages and Funerals,—as 
the books actually in use are liable to fall into pieces, and thus expose the pre- 
cious records which they contain to the danger of being lost. A fourth Book 
must be procured to keep record of Confirmations. 

3. The respect due to the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and to the Sacrament 
of Holy Eucharist demands that the altar should not be left exposed to the 
view and disrespect of the persons walking along the street which leads directly 
to the church door. A curtain hanging between the two posts which are at the 
entrance of the church would hide the altar from view without preventing the 
circulation of air. 

4. The linen destined to receive the Body of our Lord during the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass ought to be always perfectly clean; there should be enough 
of them to allow them to be frequently washed and changed. At least six more 
corporals should be on hand. 

5. There should be a little credence in the sanctuary to hold whatever is 
necessary for the service of the altar. 

6. As one of the primary objects of the Catholic worship is the Holy 
Sacrament of the Altar, it would be most desirable that the Vestrymen buy an 
ostensorium for the exposition of the Blessed Sacrament during the year and 
especially at the feast of Corpus Christi. 

Being perfectly aware of the difficulties whereby the “Fabrique” (i. e. Board 
of Trustees) are at present confronted, we abstain from pointing out any other 
objects which, most useful though they be for the decency and stateliness of 
worship, yet are not as indispensably required as those which are mentioned 
above. We trust in the piety and religion of the Vestrymen and of the in- 
habitants, and hope they shall not fail to make even extraordinary efforts in 
order to provide for the stateliness and decency of the divine service. 

Given at the Rectory of the parish of St. John of Vermillion-ville on the 
16th of the month of February 1828. > JosEPH 

Bishop of St. Louis and Adm.r of N. Ort. 
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The next day, Quinquagesima Sunday, had been appointed for 
the Confirmation of the candidates belonging to the parish, and, as 
may well be believed, the good people of the neighborhood were most 
anxious to see—quite a novel sight to the most of them—a Bishop. 
No wonder, then, they turned out in great numbers for the High Mass: 
the affluence of people must have been, that Sunday, particularly large, 
for the Bishop makes it the object of a special remark in his Diary. 
Twenty-seven persons were confirmed on that day, and two more, a 
young man and a girl, on the next day, after Mass. 

From Vermillionville to St. Martinville, the distance is only four- 
teen miles ; it was easily covered in the afternoon of the 18th. Whether 
the good Bishop was aware of the old history and graceiui legends 
entwined around the venerable oaks of the quaint Acadian village, we 
shall not venture to say. Had he, at St. Martin’s, as he did in other 
places which he visited, walked about the cemetery, his steps might 
possibly have treaded the spot where, “unknown and unnoticed,” 

Side by side, in their nameless graves the lovers are sleeping, 
— Gabriel and Evangeline —, under the shadow of the centuries old 
live-oaks, 
from whose branches 
Garlands of Spanish moss and of mystic mistletoe flaunted, 
Such as the Druids cut down with golden hatchets at Yule-tide. 


But he was no chaser of butterflies; his visit to St. Martin was no 
pilgrimage to poetry’s shrine, but an errand of mercy. “For,” he tells 
us, “the pastor, Father Borella, had been laying abed for three months 
with his thigh-bone broken, and five days ago, as he was beginning to 
convalesce, the thigh was broken again. We were most kindly received 
by him and I could not but admire the sweetness of his character and 
his patience.” Two full days the Bishop edified himself at the bedside 
of the pious rector. 

St. Charles du Grand Coteau was the next parish scheduled to be 
visited. From St. Martin the Administrator had frst to retrace his 
steps to Vermillionville, whence he started on Friday, February 22. 
Just on the bridge crossing the Bayou Carencro, the horse driving the 
episcopal carriage fell, and it was only by the narrowest of margins 
that horse, carriage and travelers escaped being thrown into the Bayou. 
At the Rectory of St. Charles, Bishop Rosati was at home, as the 
Pastor, Father Rosti, was a Lazarist. There, too, lived a Mr. Perrodin, 
one of the young men whom Bishop Du Bourg had taken along in 
1817, and who, after some time spent at Bardstown and at the Barrens, 
finding he had no vocation to the priesthood, had gone to Father 
Brassac at St. Charles, and remained there, apparently in the capacity 
of school-teacher, when Father Brassac departed for another field of 
labor. Moreover, the prelate was keenly interested in the welfare of 
the new Sacred Heart Convent of Grand Coteau, which was as yet 
quite a modest establishment—five choir Sisters, and one lay Sister; 
the Academy numbered thirty-three pupils—; indeed during the whole 
length of his sojourn at St. Charles, he made the Convent chapel his 
Episcopal oratory: Conferences to the nuns, their Confessions, Con- 
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fessions of the pupils, Sermons to them, Benedictions of the Blessed 
Sacrament, he attended to these sundry services as zealously and as 
readily as though he had been the Convent chaplain, with no other — 
and more important — duties to engross his thoughts. Particularly 
worthy of notice is the fact, carefully recorded in his Diary, that on 
Friday, February 29, at half past three in the afternoon, he “solemnly 
administered the Sacrament of Baptism to three of the Academy girls 
converted from Protestantism: Mary Elizabeth Gordon and Martha 
Frances Bell, both twelve years old, and Mary Clarissa Curtis, nine 
years of age. All three had obtained the consent of their parents. 
Two of them had, some time before, refused to be baptized by a 
Methodist minister, telling boldly the reverend gentleman they were 
soon to go to the Convent and there receive the true Baptism.” An 
instruction on the meaning of the ceremonies of Baptism had preceded 
the actual conferring of the Sacrament; a sermon on perseverance 
closed the solemn function. We have already noticed that Bishop 
Rosati was a tireless preacher. | 

The visitation here was an easy matter, for the pious and generous 
founders of the Church of St. Charles, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Smith, 
had “splendidly”---that is the word used by the Bishop—furnished it 
with all the appurtenances. “Only one thing was missing,” we read in 
our oft-quoted Diary, “namely a Baptismal Fount; that one should be 
procured is the only thing I noted in the Decree of Visitation.” 

After a full week at St. Charles, it was now the turn of Father 
Rossi, pastor of Opelousas, to entertain the Administrator. Father 
Rossi, indeed, went to St. Charles to bring the Prelate to his home and 
to the new church of St. Landry which he was to consecrate. Although 
the journey by a driving rain and through muddy roads had been 
rather trying, still the Prelate was, the next morning, second Sunday 
in Lent, ready for work. After his own Mass celebrated in the church, 
we find him, as usual, attending High Mass, at which he preached in 
French. Then followed the Confirmation of a class of fifty-four. 
After dinner, Vespers—they had Vespers, regular Vespers, in those 
times, almost everywhere—; and after Vespers, Sermon in English on 
the text: “Thou shalt adore the Lord thy God, and him alone shalt 
thou serve.” The Diary here has preserved a few ideas developed in 
the sermon: 

These words are addressed, this precept given, to creatures endowed with 
ECaoO!l o. gear 

But to serve is repugnant to free men, enjoying independence; it seems to 
them below their dignity ... 

Americans, your freedom is a gift of God; preserve it, fight for it, and 
defend it, if needs be, to the last drop of your blood... 

But shail you, who are free, deem it below your dignity to serve God? 

Necessity of worship, interior and exterior; of a revelation; of one society, 
which ... 

March 4 was the day appointed for the consecration of the new 
church of Opelousas, and everything was in readiness. Some disap- 
pointment, however, was felt when word was received at the Rectory 
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that Fathers Rosti and Peyretti, who were expected, were detained at 
home by sickness. Their absence, however, though detracting from the 
function the solemnity accrueing from the presence of more members 
of the clergy, did not prevent the carrying out of all the requirements 
of the Pontifical, Father Rossi, the pastor, and Father Bouiller, .C.M., 
acting as assistants to the Bishop. There was, too, an immense crowd 
of people in attendance, and the Prelate marks with wonderment that 
there had been counted no less than five hundred saddle-horses, and 
thirty carriages of every description parking around the church. — 
The Visitation, which was made the next day, was, of course, rather 
a perfunctory affair: the church, being new, was, like that of St. 
Charles du Grand Coteau, “splendidly” furnished with all requisites 
for divine worship; nor did the Administrator fail, in his brief account, 
to render delicately justice to the zeal and care of the worthy in- 
cumbent. 

The round of the country parishes was now nearly at an end: 
Bp. Rosati turned, therefore, his steps towards New Orleans. Accord- 
ingly on the morning of March 7, he and Father Bouiller were taken 
by Father Rossi to a boat landing on the Bayou Téche, a short distance 
from the modern town of Washington. The Opelousas, Capt. La 
Fontaine, was preparing to sail, and indeed left her moorings early in 
the afternoon. We shall not follow our Apostolic travelers through 
the almost inextricable tangle of Bayous and Coulées connecting the 
Téche, the Atchafalaya and the Mississippi. The nearer they were 
drawing to the last mentioned river, the more evident became the truth 
of the rumors they had heard west: the Mississippi had never risen 
so high; the levees being broken in the Pointe Coupée and Iberville 
Parishes, all the lowlands were covered with several feet of water, and 
dread of further disasters was seen on every face. Through the Bayou 
Plaquemine, the Opelousas at length reached the “Father of Waters,” 
and at last the Bishop and his companion landed safely at Donaldson- 
ville on the Sunday morning, March 9. 

There, in the edifying company of his confrére, Father Tichitoli 
(Father Bouiller left Donaldsonville on the 17), Bishop Rosati re- 
mained two weeks, putting in order his correspondence, much delayed 
by his apostolic ramblings through the Diocese, and preparing care- 
fully, by a thorough study of Gavantus, the Synod resolved upon a 
few months before. No doubt he regretted not being able to spend 
quietly the 25th of March, fourth anniversary of his Episcopal Con- 
secration, at Donaldsonville, where he had received the fulness of the 
priesthood of Jesus Christ; but inexorable duty pushed him on, and 
on the morning of the 24th, he left the hospitable roof of Father Tichi- 
toli, bound for the Rectory of St. Michael’s. Difficulties which had 
arisen about the Convent of Loretto of St. Michael’s claimed his at- 
tention; but his stay at that place was much prolonged by the lack 
of transportation to proceed further. 

At length, as no steamboat apeared, he resolved to avail himself 
of a flatboat going down the river. What comfort this craft, “choke 
full of hogs, poultry, etc.” afforded, we may well imagine. Such, 
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moreover, was the force of the current, that the flatboat was unable 
to make a landing, and was carried below the city near the Ursuline 
Convent. It was Holy Thursday, and when the Bishop reached the 
Convent, the Mass was already well on, so that he was unable to con- 
secrate the Holy Oils, as he had intended. 

We shall not follow his every step during his two weeks’ sojourn 
in the City, the first days of which were mostly taken up by the cere- 
monies of the Holy Week. On the Thursday after Easter (April 10), 
“at eleven o’clock, he commenced the Visitation of the Cathedral, ob- 
serving all the prescriptions of the Roman Pontifical.” Everything was 
found to be in proper condition for the decent performance of the 
divine worship. The Decrees enacted at the close of the Visitation 
were as follows: 

I. Six albs ought to be bought; 

2. The Bl. Sacrament should be kept in one altar only, namely that of 
St. Francis; the lamp shall be therefore transferred thither ; 

3. The main door of the Church must be kept closed during the divine 
offices ; 

4. Strange priests should not be allowed to say Mass, unless they have 
obtained from the Administrator a written permission to celebrate. 

Almost two weeks later (April 22), after a Pontifical Mass at the 
Cathedral for the repose of the Soul of Bishop Ambrose Maréchal, of 
Baltimore, the Administrator started, in company with Father Moni, 
for St. Bernard de la Terre-aux-Boeufs. The Pastor, who had received 
no warning of the Prelate’s intended visit, happened to be away; but 
his absence was no hindrance to the Visitation: 

I visited the church, and found it fairly well furnished with whatever is 
required for the divine Service. ... 

The Blessed Sacrament should be kept constantly in the tabernacle; the 
Baptismal Fount must be locked; there should be an instruction on every Sun- 
day and Feast of obligation; the Children must be taught their catechism. 
We may perhaps, without fear of rash judgment, conclude from these 
recommendations, that the Episcopal Visitor was not overmuch satis- 
fied with what he found in the parish of St. Bernard. 

Three weeks later, exactly the 12th of May, Bishop Rosati 
boarded the steamship Jubilee, Capt. Price, hound for the Barrens, 
where he arrived on the 22nd. 


Of the Synod which was to be held on his return from his Visita- 
tion tour, we hear not a word, neither at this time, nor at a later date. 
Neither is there any reason assigned anywhere, that we know of, in 
the voluminous correspondence which has come down to us, why this 
Synod was thus postponed sine die. The only guess which we can 
make, from the letters exchanged with Propaganda, is that the Bishop 
wished, before holding this assembly of the clergy, to have an official 
answer from Rome to certain important questions which were of 
interest to all the Missionaries of both Upper and Lower Louisiana. 
That, at any rate, he was still thinking of the Synod when he wrote 
to Cardinal Cappellari on the 31st of March, 1828, we may gather from 
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the latter portion of his letter.*? No fitter conclusion can be given 
to the foregoing article than the following pages of this long report 
to the Cardinal Prefect of Propaganda: 

I am under the impression that Your Eminence is well aware that the 
temporalities of all the parishes of the Diocese of New Orleans, and their 
revenues are administered by a Board of laymen, commonly called Marguilliers 
(Trustees), elected by the Catholics of the Parish. Whatever is done by these 
Trustees is approved and held valid before civil law. Now it occurs quite fre- 
quently that men who have no idea whatever of religion, moved by the lust of 
authority, present their candidatures to such an office, and are actually elected. 
A majority of Trustees of that kind, who are administering the revenues of the 
church of New Orleans, sent in to the State Legislature a petition, which they 
persuaded quite a number of the Catholics of New Orleans to sign, asking the 
privilege to refuse to accept any Pastor in whose appointment or election they, 
or the whole Catholic people, had no part. They had thrown dust in the eyes 
of the unwary, endeavoring to persuade them there was, in this petition, 
nothing in opposition to the laws of the Church. Owing to the fact that the 
State Capitol was destroyed by fire, the matter of this petition did not come 
up before the Representatives, nor is it probable that it will come up this year. 
But I think that the Trustees will renew their campaign next year. On this 
account, I deemed it a matter of prudence to leave no stone unturned in order 
to prevent such an evil, which tends to no less than open schism. Accordingly, 
no sooner did I get intimation of this affair, than I discontinued the visita- 
tion of the Diocese, hurried back to New Orleans, and called to a meeting all 
the priests who were actually in the city. As the Right Reverend Bishops 
Portier, of Oleno, and Desperon,!! of Jericho, happened to be in the city, our 
meeting was honored by their presence. After the petition of the Trustees was 
read, every one present manifested his opinion; and in view of the all import- 
ant motives suggested by the Council of Trent, and by other authorities, in 
particular by the letter of His Holiness Leo XII condemning the agreement 
between the Bishop of Philadelphia and the Trustees of St. Mary’s, it was 
declared that the petition was in opposition to the principles and discipline of 
the Church, and the priest who, by virtue of an appointment by the Trustees 
or the people, would assume the spiritual government of a parish, shouid be 
held an interloper. This declaration, signed by the two Bishops and all the 
priests present, I sent to the Trustees, so that they cannot invoke the plea of 
ignorance; but this step on my part proved useless, for, though a few listened 
to reason, the majority persevered in their view. I have written to some of 
the American Bishops, to obtain from them a statement confirming our declara- 
tion. But what I would like, in order to remove all traces of doubt in the 
minds of the untutored, is a statement from His Holiness Leo XII. This indeed 
would preclude all quibbling. For the Constitution of the United States, and 
of the State of Louisiana provides that nothing can be enacted which would 
tend to impede the free exercise of religion. Accordingly as soon as it will 


10 The draft of this long letter is preserved in the Archives of the Chancery 
of the Archdiocese of St. Louis. 

11 Tt will be recalled that the Diary cited above spells this name ‘Esperon’. 
Which of the two spellings is the right one, we have at hand no means to find 
out. 


230 REV. C. L. SOUVAY, C. M. 


be proven, and will be made evident that it is contrary to the principles and 
to the discipline of the Catholic Church, that the people of any parish refuse 
to receive a Pastor, because they had no part in his appointment or election, 
ipso facto any concession made on this point by the Legislature will be nuil and 
void. ‘The argument of the Trustees is that in a Republic the people ought to 
enjoy the same rights as are exercised by kings and princes in monarchies. But 
they do not advert to the fact that those rights are in no way inherent in the 
monarchs or in the Republic officials; but were bestowed by the Church herself, 
as a recognition of some important temporal benefits conferred upon her by 
these monarchs and princes. As, on the other hand, there has never been made 
here any such concession, and there is no reason why any should ever be made, 
because the Government has never granted nor can grant any benefices, or any 
privileges to the Church, without violating the Constitution, one does not see 
whence this right to make appointments could ever arise. They argue that the 
jus patronatus gives to the patron the faculty to appoint to parishes and ben- 
efices; but this jus patronatus is granted by the Church to the Founders, not 
to the parishioners. Even here, in New Orleans, this right was not granted 
to that Spaniard who built the Cathedral at his own expense; nor was it ever 
asked by him; therefore, even though his heirs should claim the exercise of 
this right, they could not, because prescription to the contrary has intervened. 
Moreover, what has not the Church to fear, if ever the election of a pastor 
should depend on laymen with no ecclesiastical knowledge whatever, men of 
whom scarcely a few have any religious sense, and some are openly haters of 
religion? God avert this calamity, the worst that could befall this Diocese! 
I humbly beg Your Eminence to obtain and forward me as speedily as possible 
an answer from the Holy Father. 

I have now gone through the two Dioceses committed to my care, and 
made the Visitation of almost all the parishes. Everywhere, in the midst of 
difficulties which confront Religion in this country, I have found ample motives 
to extol and bless the infinite goodness of God, for the graces which He bestows 
so abundantly upon the Faith. During the last six months I have confirmed 
more than twelve hundred persons, all of whom had gone to communion and 
were in excellent dispositions; everywhere the word of God is bringing fruit— 
more or less—, in patience; everywhere the Protestants show veneration to- 
wards the Catholic religion and its priests, and in many places some Protestants 
embrace the Catholic Faith; all are willing to listen to the word of God 
preached by the Catholic priests; nay more, I myself, after preaching in French 
to the Catholics, was asked by Protestants to preach in English. There are, in 
the two Dioceses, nine religious Communities and Monasteries, two of men and 
seven of women: in them piety and regularity are flourishing and their success 
is evidenced by the number of their pupils. New churches, either of stone or 
or brick, have been erected; in the Diocese of St. Louis two are not yet com- 
pletely finished, but three are finished in the Dioecse of New Orleans; of these 
I have already consecrated one, and shall consecrate another in a short while. 

When the Visitation is completed, I intend, God willing, to call together all 
the priests of this Diocese of New Orleans, make a retreat with them, and hold 
the Diocesan Synod. 

About all this I shall write later to the S. Congregation. 


CHARLES L. Souvay, C.M. 
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ALEXANDER MCNAIR 


HIRST GOVERNOR OF MISSOURI 


1820-1824 


ALEXANDER McNAIR 
FIRST GOVERNOR OF MISSOURI 


The Centenary of Missouri’s Statehood is now at hand and the 
people of the State have already entered upon its celebration. The 
time is fitting to refer to events of one hundred years ago and to 
revive the memory of those pioneer statesmen who blazed the way 
and laid out the lines that have led to the wonderful development 
and achievements of the State. 

When the United States acquired the Territory of Louisiana 
from France, St. Louis was a fur trading post with little more than 
1,000 inhabitants. It was then, as it is today, the natural gateway to 
the vast region extending from the Mississippi River throughout its 
length to the Rocky Mountains. It had been since its foundation a 
base for trading and exploring expeditions into the far western 
country, and the Missionaries of the Church, ever in the vanguard of 
civilization, had carried the Cross far out on its lines of trade and 
travel. 

To this French settlement on the Mississippi, adventurous Amer- 
icans from Kentucky and Tennessee, from Virginia and the Carolinas, 
and from the far Eastern States had from time to time been attracted. 
They had followed the rivers and the forest trails on a course that led 
toward the setting sun; men of strong arm and resolute heart, drawn 
by the lure of the wild, unknown West and eager to lead in the 
pursuit of wealth, fame or adventure. When the colors of France 
and Spain had been lowered at St. Louis and the American flag raised 
over the place, this little stream of immigration to the West was 
greatly augmented. Men from all sections of the country hastened 
to St. Louis to follow the flag into the newly-acquired territory. To 
those new-comers the country offered wide opportunities. They were 
free to share in its political, as well as its economic development. 
It not only devolved on them to make the roads, clear the forests, 
build the houses and cultivate the prairies, but from their numbers 
indeed were to be drawn, the founders and builders of our Government 
in the West. The reins of government, loosely held by the Frerich 
and Spanish rulers. had been given into the hands of a new and 
dominant race, and the old-fashioned, easy-going methods of the 
French settlers were destined to give place to American energy and 
resourcefulness. 
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At this critical time, when important things in the history of the 
West were in the making, a young man in western Pennsylvania, 
visioning a life of greater achievement, resolved to try his fortune in 
the new country far westward. From early life he had followed the 
ways of adventure and danger in the mountains and forests of his 
native State as frontiersman and soldier. He had learned to ride 
well, to shoot straight and to know the haunts and the methods of the 
wily savage. Following his vision, he took the trail that led across 
the Wilderness! to those new and untried fields. 

He was but twenty-nine years of age, strong, handsome and full 
of hope and ambition, but with little thought, perhaps, as he crossed 
the Mississippi and beheld the limestone bluffs on its western shore, 
that he was destined to attain the highest-post of honor within the 
gift of the people, in the new land he was about to enter. 


Alexander McNair was born May 5, 1775, on his father’s farm 
in Milford Township, Mifflin (now Juniata) County, Penna., near 
the place now called Doyle’s Mills. He was the youngest child of 
David and Ann McNair, His grandfather, David McNair, Sr., came 
from Donaghmore, County Donegal, Ireland, in 1732, or perhaps a 
year or two earlier, and settled in Derry Township, Lancaster, (now 
Dauphin) County, Pennsylvania, where he took out a warrant for 200 
acres of land, September 6th, (1737, and one for 100 acres August 
23rd, 1742.? 

His ancestors in Donegal came from a Scottish family of the 
same name that belonged to a gathering of Clans near the head of 
Loch Lomand, and of whom the Earls of Lennox were the hereditary 
chieftains. The head of this family, John McNair, migrated to Ire- 
land in 1690 and settled in Parish Toboyne, County Donegal. The 
McNairs of Donegal and their descendants in Pennsylvania were 
Protestants and affiliated generally with the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church. 

David, the father of Alexander, was born in the Province of 
Pennsylvania, in 1736. He married’Ann Dunning, the third daughter 
of Robert Dunning, of: Mount Rock, Cumberland County, Pennsyl- 
vania. According to tradition, her full given name was Anna Maria. 
They were married June 15th, 1756, at St. James’ Church, Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania. Her father, Robert Dunning, was a Lieutenant 
Colonel of Colonel Chambers’ Battalion in the Indian Alarm of 1748. 


1 The country west of the Allegheny Mountains was at that time called 
“the Wilderness”. 


2 It has been generally affirmed that Governor McNair was born in 1774 
in Derry Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, and that he was the son of 
David McNair, who settled on the Swatara in 1742. This and much other infor- 
mation that has been published regarding his ancestors and early life in Penn- 
sylvania, is inaccurate and misleading. 

> Colonel George Stewart and his wife, Margaret Harris; their ancestors 
and ascenhante. by Robert Stewart, D. D., LLD. (Lahore, India. The Civil 
and Military Press, 1907.) Much of the information herein given regarding 
Governor McNair’s ancestors, was obtained from Dr. Stewart’s work. 
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He was an Indian trader, and his trading post, according to Cookson, 
was five miles from Big Spring, or a few miles west of the present 
site of Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 

There were born to David and Ann Dunning McNair, seven sons 
and one daughter; their names were as follows: Robert, John, Dun- 
ning, David, Ezekiel, Achan, Mary and Alexander. 

The parents settled in the Tuscarora Valley early in their married 
life. David McNair, the father, had land in West Pennsboro, Cumber- 
land County, from about 1762 to 1767, and his name appears on the 
tax lists of Milford Township, Mifflin County, as early as 1769. 
In 1776 he and his eldest son, Robert, entered the service of the Army 
of the Republic together in Captain Thomas Bale’s Company of a 
regiment of the Pennsylvania Line commanded by Colonel Thomas 
Torbett. They served in that part of the army then engaged in the 
State of New Jersey. The father died in the service during the winter 
campaign of 1776-1777, from wounds and injuries received in the 
battle of Trenton. He was buried in New Jersey at a place called 
Strawberry. 

Letters of Administration of the father’s estate were given to 
John Holmes, and to the widow, Ann McNair, August 7th, 1777. The 
widow continued as administratrix and manager of her husband’s 
estate until at least February 21st, 1787, when she filed her account. 
Some time afterwards the widow and the younger children moved 
to the western part of the State near Pittsburgh, where one of the 
sons, Dunning, had settled on a farm shortly after his marriage to 
Ann Stewart in 1786. 

There is little authentic information available regarding the early 
life of Alexander McNair. ‘Tradition affirms that he received a fair 
English and classical education under a teacher named Joseph Hutch- 
inson and that he attended the old Philadelphia College for a short 
ume.> Some claim that he was called home from Philadelphia on 
account of the death of his father, and that his mother died shortly 
afterwards; but in point of fact, the father had died when Alexander 
was an infant, and the mother was alive, at least twenty years after 
the time he is said to have returned from college.® 

There is a story current that “after the death of their parents the 
sons, Dunning and Alexander, agreed to settle the paternal estate in 
a novel manner: that whosoever should be the victor in a fair encoun- 
ter should be the owner of the homestead. Alexander received a 
severe whipping at the hands of his brother, to whom he afterwards 


4 Pennsylvania Magazine, Volume IV, Page 39. Hanna, The Wilderness 
Trail, Volume I, Page 251. 


5 His name does not appear on the attendance record of the Philadelphia 
College, preserved in the University of Pennsylvania; the record of that time, 
however, is not regarded as altogether reliable. 

6 She was living with her daughter, Mrs. James Horner, at Wilkinsburg, 
Pennsylvania, in 1813, as evidenced by a letter of Colonel McNair to his brother- 
Sane dated January 8th of that year, in the archives of Missouri Historical 

ociety. : 


234 EDWARD BROWN 


acknowledged he owed the honor of being Governcr of Missouri.” 

The story is interesting, but has little semblance of truth. His 
parents did not die at that time, and the paternal estate had apparently 
been settled when the widow filed her final account as administratrix, 
some six or seven years previous. Nor was it the disposition of 
Alexander McNair to make settlement with a brother in the manner 
described. | 

“Ts it not possible’—he writes his brother-in-law in 1813—“for brother 
Dunning and me to settle our business without being both present. I am willing 
to take anything he will give me for the land and take in payment almost 
anything, rather than have a dispute with a brother.” 

Surely these are not the words of a man who would have consented 
to settle a difference with his brother by a fistic combat. 

On April 23rd, 1799, through the influence of Senator MacClay 
of Pennsylvania, he was commissioned First Lieutenant in the Pro- 
visional Army of the United States, which was organized in anticipa- 
tion of war with France. He had been previously offered a commis- 
sion as Ensign, which he declined. He was honorably discharged at 
Pittsburgh, June 15th, 1800, the Provisional Army having been dis- 
banded on that date pursuant to an Act of Congress approved May 
14th, 1800, whereby ali officers and enlisted men were honorably dis- 
charged with three months’ extra pay.’ Before they were disbanded 
the troops were reviewed by George Washington. This Governor 
McNair always regarded as the greatest honor of his life, especially 
the few words of commendation spoken to him by Washington.® 


When Alexander McNair came to St. Louis in the winter of 
1804, the Louisiana Territory had not been formally taken over by 
the United States and he was privileged to witness the historic transfer 
of the Country’s flags which took place, March 10th, of that year. 
A year later he married Marguerite Susanne, the daughter of Antoine 
De Reilhe, a prominent French settler. They were married in March, 
1805, by John Mullanphy.® 

His marriage brought him in contact with the leading French 
families of the Territory and through their influence he soon became 
prominent in public affairs. At the March, 1805, term of the Court 
of General Quarters Sessions of the Peace, of which Charles P. 
Gratiot was president, he was appointed one of the eight associate 
judges. i 

Three years later he was elected one of the five trustees for the 
Town of St. Louis, which had been incorporated under an Act of the 
Territorial Legislature, June 18th, 1808, authorizing the people of 
any village in the Territory, on petition of two-thirds of their inhabi- 


7 Pennsylvania Magazine, Vol. 38, Page 157. 
8 M.S. McNair family history—Missouri Historical Society archives. 


® Mrs. McNair was a devout Catholic, but there was no resident priest 
at St. Louis in 1805, Father Pierre Janin having left with the Spanish officials at 
the time of the change in government. The marriage of a Catholic and a bap- 
tized non-Catholic by a civil officer was regarded valid by the Church under the 
Bull of Benedict XIV for Holland, extended to America and effective until 1908. 
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tants, to be incorporated into a town upon application to the proper 
court. The other trustees were: Auguste Chouteau, Bernard Pratte, 
Edward Hempstead and Pierre Chouteau. 

On November 5th, 1810, he was appointed sheriff of St. Louis 
County. 

His activities during these years were not altogether confined to 
the political field. Early in 1806 he engaged in mercantile business 
on his own account at the corner of Main and Pine streets, where he 
lived at that time. In 1811, he sold out this property, and purchased 
a residence on Main and Spruce streets, where he lived for a number 
of years. This house has been described as a double house, two rooms 
deep, with servants’ quarters outside. The building was of logs, set 
upright in the old French fashion, It was surrounded by a wide 
veranda supported by cedar posts with a neat railing around it.1° In 
the same year (1811), his name appeared on the tax lists as the owner 
of one of the nineteen “carriages of pleasure” then held in the town. 

The firm of McNair, Thompson & Company, on May 1, 1812, 
opened a business of consignments on commission and storage in the 
house of Madame Robidoux. It is not known how long this copart- 
nership lasted, but the following year, when Colonel McNair was 
appointed Adjutant General and Inspector General of the Territorial 
Militia, he withdrew from the firm of McNair and Chandler and the 
business was continued by his partner, John Chandler. 

These interruptions and changes in his business were prob- 
ably caused by his engagements in the various public offices he 
held and from which he apparently derived little income. His busi- 
ness ventures, however, appear to have been profitable on the whole; 
he had accumulated a good deal of property in a few years, although 
he spent money liberally in helping others. He had shared in the 
estate left by his father, and inherited some property from his uncle, 
John McNair, whose will was probated September 28th, 1790, but his 
holdings in Pennsylvania had probably not been liquidated at the time 
he came to St. Louis. In a letter to his brother-in-law, James Horner, 
dated January 8th, 1813, he says: 

“T have hope ahead but not much money on hand. I have a pretty good 
property in lands, house and lots in this place, tanyard in St. Charles, and five 
negroes, four large and one small, in this place. My property in this county 
I think worth $16,000, and you are the best judge of my property in that 
country, but this is what keeps me without cash, paying for property. But now 
. I have got hold of such property as I wanted and will try and make money 


soon. Was not (much) business for sheriffs in this county, therefore, at 
present make little by my office, but will keep it for better times.”11 


10 Egle’s, Penna. Genealogies. His brick house on Third Street (now 
Broadway), where he lived while he was Governor, and where he died, was 
built in 1819. It was afterwards known as the “Biddle Place.” The picture 
of a crazy, tumble-down dwelling displayed in Scharf’s History of St. Louis 
City and County and some other publications, as “Governor McNair’s Mansion,” 
should be disregarded. He owned the property, but did not live there. 


11 Letter in the archives of Missouri Historical Society. 
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When war was declared against England in June, 1812, McNair 
promptly raised a company of Mounted Rangers to help defend the 
country against the Indian tribes that had been incited by the British 
to take the war-path against American settlers. He was elected Captain 
of this company, and before leaving for the front, the organization, 
with Colonel Musick’s company of Riflemen, participated in a Fourth 
of July parade at St. Louis. The Declaration of Independence was 
read at the Court House by Edward Hempstead, and there was an 
oration by Edward T. Hull.!2 In his letter of January 8th, 1813, 
already mentioned, Colonel McNair makes the following’ reference 
to the campaign: 


“The unfortunate situation in which our country was placed last sum- 
mer, having to defend itself against the Indians, made it the duty of some 
persons to take an active part. I being one of those persons who volunteered 
their services with a company of as fine fellows as ever went in the woods, 
which I had the honor to command, having been kept out from the middle 
of July until the month of October, during which time all my business lay 
(idle) and the expense of the company, which I had pretty much to bear for 
my men and trust them until they would pay me.” 

Within three months after he had written this letter, he was 
appointed Adjutant General and Inspector General of the Territorial 
Militia with the rank of Colonel, and continued to serve in this capacity 


until the termination of the war with England.¥® 


He was commissioned U. S. Marshal for the Territory in 1814, 
by President Madison and in the same year he was a candidate for 
Territorial Delegate to Congress. The election was held August Ist 
of that year. The opposing candidate, Rufus Easton, was elected, but 
his small majority of less than 100 votes over McNair showed the 
growing popularity of the latter 

Early in 1816, when Congress established the U. S. Land Office 
for the entry of public lands, he was appointed Register by President 
Madison for the Land District of St. Louis. This office he held until 
1820, when he was elected Governor of the State. At the time of his 
appointment as Register he was associated in business with James 
Kennerly,’* but this partnership was dissolved May 3rd, 1816, and 
the business continued by Colone! McNair on his own account through 
1817, and possibly longer. 


When the Territorial Legislature passed the first Act for the 
organization of the public schools of St. Louis in 1817, he was named 
in the Act as one of the first trustees ; the other trustees were: William 
Clark, William C. Carr, Thomas H. Benton, Bernard Pratte, Auguste 
Chouteau and John P. Cabanné.® 


12 Billion. Annals of St. Louis. 


_ 18 He was appointed April Ist, 1813—Report of organization of Terri- 
torial Militia, original in the archives of Mo. Historical Society. 


14 James Kennerly and his brother, George H., were afterwards sutlers 
for Jefferson Barracks 1827 to 1837. 


15 L. Houck. History of Missouri, Vol. III, P. 72. 
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| While the events chronicled in the foregoing pages may not have 
appeared, at the time of occurrence, as more than incidents in the life 
‘of Alexander McNair, Providence had disposed them in a wonderful 
way, as steps leading up to the crowning event of his life—his election 
by the people of Missouri to be the first Governor of their State. The 
final steps were soon realized in his election early in May, 1820, as a 
member of the Convention that was called to frame the State Consti- 
tution, and then, a little later, his announcement as a candidate for 
Governor. The other candidate, General William Clark, was a man 
of wide experience and proved ability in the administration of public 
affairs, both military and civil. He had served seven years as Terri- 
torial Governor and was quite popular throughout the Territory. 

It was a time of great political confusion and excitement. The 
question of slavery, even in that day, disturbed the public mind. It had 
delayed the admission of Missouri into the Union as a State and the 
people took an intense interest in the campaign preceding the election. 
The few newspapers that were published at the time contained numer- 
ous articles in reference to the candidates. Colonel McNair received 
a large share of the criticism. It was held by some that he lacked 
education and capacity and that he did not possess the dignity of 
character befitting the high office of Governor; that he had taken no 
active part in the proceedings of the Constitutional Convention during 
its five weeks’ session. It was suggested by others that he was badly 
involved in debt, and had been soliciting the support of his creditors 
by holding out promises of speedy settlement if elected.1® 

Out of this mass of campaign chaff a few grains of truth might be 
sifted, but his exemplary personal character as well as his creditable 
record of service, in the many public offices he had held, was conceded 
by everyone. True, he did not have the advantage of a thorough edu- 
cation, but he was wise enough to know his limitations and his lack of 
book-learning was more than offset by good common sense, clear judg- 
ment and a practical knowledge of men and things. It is not surpris- 
ing that he may not have always had the ready money wherewith to 
meet his obligations, for it was a time when skins and peltries were 
commonly used as a medium of exchange; furthermore the warm 
heart and open hand of Colonel McNair did not lend themselves 
readily to an accumulation of “hard money.” 

The election was held August 28th, 1820. It resulted in a sweep- 
ing victory for Colonel McNair, who received seventy-two per cent 
of the total votes cast. 

But the joy of this great victory at the polls was quickly over- 
cast by sorrow and bereavement at the home of Governor McNair, 
for the shadow of death twice crossed its threshold within a 
few days. On September 8th, 1820, his seven-year-old son, Benja- 
min Howard, died and five days later death claimed his eldest child, 
Stella Ann, a lovely girl of fifteen years, who had just returned from 
school in Kentucky. They both died of bilious (typhoid) fever, then 


16 Shoemaker. Missouri’s Struggle for Statehood, P. 264. 
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prevalent in the country. The weight of this double blow, that fell 
upon Governor McNair at the hour of his political triumph, could 
be best appreciated by those who knew the deep affection he had 
always shown for his children. 

The Legislature assembled in St. Louis at its first session in the 
Missouri Hotel, on the corner of Main and North streets, on Septem- 
ber 18th, and Alexander McNair was duly inaugurated as first Gov- 
ernor of the State. 

It is unnecessary here to review the official acts of Governor 
McNair. They are matters of public record that will always stand 
inscribed to his memory. ‘They have been variously commented upon, 
but public sentiment of that day may be best interpreted by the words 
of Shepard, who was in a position to know and appraise its worth. 
He says: “His administration had been an entire success and had 
given satisfaction to the people in all parts of the State, and his 
example was worthy of imitation. Indeed, his official career was 
always a success in all stations. He had filled many positions, both 
civil and military, in the Territorial, State and Indian Departments 
with credit to himself and satisfaction to the people. He owed but 
little to scientific training or brilliant abilities, but he possessed a sound 
judgment, an honest heart and patriotic purpose from which no allure- 
ments could ever divert him.” 

Not only did he prove most capable and efficient in administering 
the affairs of the State, but he comported himself in every way with 
becoming dignity and grace. His residence on the east side of 
Broadway (then Third street) near the present O’Fallon street, “was 
the abode of hospitality, and the high school of refinement in St. Louis 
and Missouri, and people from all parts of the State resorted to it, 
as to the home of a brother and were received by his accomplished 
wife with the affection of a sister or a mother and made welcome to 
all it afforded. Information was sought and given there by politicians 
of all parties with the utmost freedom and kind feelings.’’% 

Most of the Legislators of the First Missouri Legislature, as well 
as the Governor and other high dignitaries, rode to St. Charles on 
horseback.!® The Legislators of that day dressed in homespun clothes, 
buckskin leggings and hunting shirts. Some wore rough shoes of 
their own manufacture, while others encased their feet in buckskin 
moccasins. Some had slouched hats, but the greater number wore 
caps made of the skins of wildcats and raccoons. Governor McNair 
was the only man who had a fine cloth coat cut in the old “pigeon-tail”’ 
style. He also wore a beaver hat, and endeavored to carry himself 
with the dignity becoming a man holding the highest executive posi- 
tion in the State.?? 


17 Shepard. Early History of St. Louis and Missouri. 

18 Shepard. Op, Cit. 

19 The capital was at St. Louis until Nov. 1, 1821, then at St. Charles 
until Oct. 1, 1826, when it was removed to Jefferson City. 

20 Williams. History of Northeast Missouri, Vol. I, P. 9. 
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His long and varied record of public service did not end with his 
retirement from the office of Governor. He subsequently received 
a commission in the Indian Department as Agent for the Osages, 
which position he held until the time of his death. During the winter 
of 1826 he contracted a severe cold while visiting his agency, and 
before recovering from this sickness he was seized with a malignant 
type of influenza,”! then epidemic throughout the country, and died at 
his home on the morning of March 18th, 1826. He was buried in the 
old Military Graveyard at St. Louis, but his remains were removed 
to Calvary when that cemetery was opened. 


The Missouri Intelligencer of April 7th, 1826, contained the fol- 
lowing editorial, in reference to his death: 

“It has become our painful duty to announce the death of our late Gov- 
ernor, Alexander McNair, in doing which we cannot refrain from joining with 
our fellow citizens and the bereaved family in lamenting his loss. Governor 
McNair was among the first American settlers, emigrants to this country, and 
as an active volunteer he took the field when our frontiers were daily visited 
with the savage tomahawk and scalping-knife, driving from their homes the 
defenseless settlers. Since then and until the period of his disease, his life 
has been constantly devoted to his country’s service. When not in the field, 
he has held many respectable and honorable offices in the Civil Government, and 
filled, at the time of his death, a very important station in the Indian Depart- 
ment. To the fatigues and privation incident to the last may be ascribed his 
death. He was unremitting in the discharge of his duties, and the distance 
to his agency, which he has so often visited, was so great that, although 
blessed with a strong constitution, the labor was more than he could bear. 
He was seized with the prevailing influenza, which terminated in an affection of 
the breast and after several days’ suffering produced his death. 

“As a man, Governor McNair was “generally esteemed by his fellow- 
citizens. He was a good husband, a fond parent and a warm friend. An 
amiable wife and a numerous family are left to mourn his loss.” 


Although Governor McNair came from a family of Scotch Pres- 
byterians and had been born and reared in a Protestant community, he 
died in the Faith which had been so truly exemplified in the home 
life of his wife and children,?? and received the last sacred rites of 
the Church at his death. 

Governor McNair left a widow and eight children, the eldest 
eighteen and the youngest an infant two weeks old. 


A biographical sketch of Governor McNair would be incomplete 
without more than a passing reference to his accomplished and amiable 


21 From all accounts the disease was similar to the “Spanish Influenza” 
which recently visited this country with such disastrous results. It was called at 
the time the “great cold.” In some parts of the country more than one-half of 
the population were affected and in many cases death resulted within 24 to 48 
hours. Complications of lung fever (pneumonia) and pleurisy were frequent and 
usually proved fatal. The Missouri Intelligencer failed to appear April 20th, 
1826, and in the next issue explained, “We have all been extremely ill so as to 
render it impossible to attend to the duties of the office.” 

22 “The whole family of our Governor are practical Catholics; and the 
Governor himself does not miss any of our church celebrations.” (Letter of 
Du Bourg to Bruté, St. Louis, July 6, 1822. Catholic Archives of America. 
Notre Dame, Indiana. Bishops and Archbishops of New Orleans.?1 ) 
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wife. To her, perhaps more than to any other cause, may be attrib- 
uted his remarkable advancement and success in public affairs at St. 
Louis. She was the guiding star that encouraged and sustained him 
along the toilsome path that led him onward and upward to the highest 
position of honor in his adopted State. 


Marguerite Susanne Reilhe was born at St. Louis, January 29th, 
1787. Her name appears on the baptismal records of the old Church 
of St. Louis, May 27th, of the same year. She was the daughter of 
Antoine and Stella Camp De. Reilhe and granddaughter of the Rev- 
erend Dr. Ichabod Camp of Amherst Parish and County, Virginia, and 
who is said to have been the first Episcopal minister to venture as far 
west as the Mississippi River. He died April 20th, 1786, at Kas- 
kaskia, “In the Illinois.” Her father, Antoine De Reilhe, was born 
in 1735 at Montpellier, France, of a noble family, but came to St. 
Louis in early life and engaged in mercantile business. He was an 
educated gentleman of very polished manners. Madame De Reilhe 
died April 24th, 1793, leaving Marguerite, who was then only six 
years old, and two younger children, Stella Marie Louise and Antoine 
Acain, to the care of their father. He devoted himself to the educa- 
tion of the children and under his careful tutorship Marguerite 
acquired an excellent education and manners of extreme elegance. 
She was versed in Spanish and English, as well as French, and spoke 
the three languages fluently. Her father died at St. Louis, February 
25th, 1802, leaving her an orphan at the age of fifteen. Three years 
later she married Alexander McNair. They were married at the home 
of her maternal aunt, Mrs. Dodge, with whom Marguerite and the 
other two children lived after the death of their father. Her bridal 
tr‘p was to accompany her husband on horseback to Pittsburgh, where 
he went on business and to visit his mother and sister, Mary (Mrs. 
James Horner), who lived at Wilkinsburgh, Pa. After some months 
they returned to St. Louis by boats which were taking government 
supplies to western posts.?° 


Mrs. McNair survived her husband thirty-seven years. She died 
at St. Louis, June 17th, 1863, and is buried in Calvary Cemetery at the 
side of her husband. She was universally esteemed and beloved for 
her affability and charitableness. The first female charitable society 
of St. Louis was organized at her home in the early part of 1824. 
It was the first charitable society organized in St. Louis and continued 
its operations, affording great relief to the poor, until the growth of 
the city rendered a more efficient charitable association indispensable. 
Mrs. McNair was first vice-president of the society and Mrs. George 
F. Strother the first president.*4 


Elihu H. Shepard, who was intimately acquainted with the McNair 


23 McNair family record furnished by Mrs. Stella Cabanne Walsh and 
other grandchildren of Governor McNair—M. S. in the archives of Missouri 
Historical Society. 


24 Shepard. Early History of St. Louis and Missouri. 
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family, pays the following beautiful tribute to the memory of this 
remarkable woman: 

“Mrs. McNair was first in the rank of female society in St. Louis 
at that time (1823) and maintained that position during her long 
residence here. * * * Mrs. Shepard has often said in my presence 
that Mrs. McNair was the most accomplished lady and most exemplary 
mother she had ever met with in St. Louis or elsewhere. She assisted 
in forming the first female charitable society in St. Louis and was 
one of its first officers, and other acts of her benevolence are still 
remembered by her old neighbors, while she has doubtless gone to 
reap the harvest of her labors.” ?° 


The surviving children of Governor McNair were: 

DUNNING, born January 12, 1808; killed by lightning June 2, 
1831, while in the Indian service as sub-agent for the Osages. 

ANTOINE DE REILHE, born April 10, 1809; crippled for life in 
Black Hawk War, 1832; died at St. Louis, 1874. He was married 
three times: Ist. to Mary McCloskey of New Orleans; 2nd. to Ella 
Johnson of New Orleans; 3rd. to Cornelia Jarot Tiffin, daughter of 
Dr. Clayton Tiffin, and grandniece of Governor Tiffin, first Governor 
of Ohio. 

FREDERICK, born December 1, 1810; died at New Orleans of 
yellow fever, August 20, 1833. 

ALEXANDER WASHINGTON, born May 26, 1812; served in Mexican 
War and died in service in 1849 at Santa Fe, N. M. 

MARGUERITE CAROLINE, born March 2, 1816; died at St. Louis, 
February 9, 1892. Married: Ist. to Chas. DeWard of Chestertown, 
Md.; 2nd. to John Garrison of Philadelphia. 

CATHERINE LouIseé, born October 26th, 1817; died in New Jersey, 
October Ist, 1889; married Judge Samuel Jones of Pittsburgh, Pa. 

LAFAyETTE WASHINGTON, born May 26th, 1824; died 1854. 
Served in Mexican War. Unmarried. 

ANN STELLA, born March Ist, 1826; died at St. Paul, Minn, April 
3rd, 1890. Married Jules L. Cabanné of St. Louis. . 

While the purpose of this brief article does not include a detailed 
account of all the numerous descendants of Governor McNair, nor 
permit the narrative to be carried beyond the historical period, it 
might not be out of place to mention here the grandchildren of Gov- 
ernor McNair now living. They are: 

ANTOINE REILHE McNatr, Commander U. S. Navy (retired), 
Saratoga, N. Y.; son of Antoine de Reilhe McNair and Ella Johnson. 

Mrs. STELLA EUGENIE BAKEWELL, wife of PaAut, BAKEWELL, 
St. Louis, Mo.; daughter of Antoine de Reilhe McNair and Cornelia 
Jarot Tiffin. 


25 Elihu H. Shepard. Autobiography, P. 106. Shepard was a teacher of 
languages at the Old St. Louis College, 1823-1826. He and Mrs. Shepard for 
a time occupied a part of the house on Main and Spruce streets in which the 
McNairs lived. They had been invited to share the Governor’s home in order 
that the McNair boys might be near their teacher. 
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LinpurN G. McNarr St. Louis, Mo.; son of Antoine de Reilhe 
McNair and Cornelia Jarot Tiffin. 

Joun G. McNarr, St. Louis, Mo.; son of Antoine de Reilhe 
MeNair and Cornelia Jarot Tiffin. 

Mrs. CAroLINE McCHEsNEy, wife of ALLEN McCHESNEY, Pitts- 
hurgh; daughter of Judge Samuel Jones and Catherine Louise McNair. 

JoHN CHARLES CABANNE, Winthrop Harbor, Ills.; son of Jules 
L, Cabanné and Ann Stella McNair. 

Junius E. CaBaNnne, Seattle, Washington; son of Jules L. 
Cabanné and Ann Stella McNair. 

Mrs. STELLA CABANNE WALSH, wife of GkorcE W. WALSH, 
Seattle, Washington; daughter of Jules L. Cabanné and Ann Stella 
McNair. 


In the City of St. Louis there is little to remind us of Governor 
McNair beyond a weather-beaten tablet on the building at Main and 
Spruce streets, now occupying the site of his old residence, and an 
obscure street in South St. Louis that bears his name.*® 

May we not hope that the Centennial Celebration of Missouri’s 
admission to Statehood will awaken enough interest in this subject 
to cause the people of the State to honor in some more appropriate 
way the memory of their first Governor? | 

There is another memorial of Governor McNair at St. Louis in 
addition to those above mentioned, but it may not be found without 
diligent search and inquiry. . . . In the oldest section of Cal- 
vary Cemetery, near the Broadway entrance, a small headstone marks 
the graves of Governor Alexander McNair and his wife, Marguerite 
Susanne.2”’ The grass grows greener there than elsewhere in the 
cemetery and the sunlight falls softly through a tracery of maple 
leaves. It is fitting that they should rest there side by side, near the 
scenes of their happy home life and of all the historic events in which 
they took a prominent part one hundred years ago. Requiescant tn 
pace. 

EDWARD Brown. 


Ge? 


26 McNair Avenue extending from Geyer Avenue to Arsenal Street. 


27 They are buried in Lot 29, Section 1. 


THE ARKANSAS MISSION UNDER 
ROSATI 


The earliest settlement in Arkansas, in fact, the earliest along 
the entire river line of the Mississippi, is Arkansas Post, on the 
Arkansas, now some 20 miles above its mouth. Where the Arkansas 
unites his waves with those of the Father of Waters, P. Marquette 
and his men, in 1673, turned their canoes northward, after having 
learned with certainty from the Indians that the river upon which 
they were navigating flows into the Gulf of Mexico. Here, a hun- 
dred years later, Laclede, the founder of St. Louis, died, on June 
20, 1778, and was buried under a large tree near the shore. Here 
Henri de Tonti, a companion of La Salle, by a patent granted to him 
by La Salle, in 1686, built a large log house with a palisade. The 
Quapaw (Kappa) Indians, once so numerous and powerful along 
the banks of the Red and Arkansas Rivers, after the erection of 
Tonti’s Fort, moved their principal village under its shadow. In 
July, 1687, after the assassination of La Salle, the party of Joutel, 
with the Sulpician P. Cavalier and the Franciscan P, Douay, arrived 
at this fort on their return trip to Canada and stayed some time to 
recuperate. 

On Nov. 26, 1689, Tonti gave a grant of land at Arkansas Post 
to the Jesuits of Fort St. Louis, Ill., to establish a house and a 
chapel. He offered to pay for the support of the priest the first 
three years. From that time on Jesuits from the North visited the 
Post regularly, and also labored amongst the Kappa Indians. PP. 
de Montigny, St. Come and Davion of the Quebec Seminary, intro- 
duced by Tonti himself, came to the Fort (Jesuit Relations, Letter 
of Gravier to Laval, Sept. 20, 1698). P. Faucault, S. J., came in 
1700; P. Charlevoix, the Jesuit historian, in 1721; P. Du Poisson, 
1726-28, established a regular Indian Mission there; he lodged in the 
Commander’s house. P. Cavette was the last of the Jesuit missionaries 
at the Post; in 1763 all the Jesuits in Louisiana were banished by order 
of the Superior Council of Louisiana. 


1 The material for this sketch is taken from sources which so far have 
not been used by any historian because they lay concealed in the archives of 
the archdiocese of St. Louis. They are the Diary and the official Ephemerides 
of Bishop Rosati, a rough draught of his correspondence, and a large number 
of letters, written, mostly to Bishop Rosati by Fathers Edm. Saulnier, Pierre 
Beauprez, Ennemond Dupuy, Peter Donnelly and Jos. Richard-Bole. <A 
reproduction of all these letters in print would fill a little volume. Printed 
sources we have used only for the introduction and for the remarks about 
the Lorettine establishments in Arkansas. 
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Both the Fort and the adjoining settlement suffered heavily by 
the tremendous flood of 1763, and a new town was founded in 1764. 
The chapel of the Fort was dedicated to St. Stephen. During the 
Spanish regime, Arkansas Post may have been a canonical parish; 
several of the parish priests of St. Louis and Ste. Genevieve, for a 
time, served also at the Post: the Jesuit Meuria, the Capuchin Valen- 
tin, Guignes, and Janin. The latter rebuilt the church of St. Stephen 
in 1796. The parish registers, a copy of which is at the Jefferson 
Memorial, St. Louis, in possession of the Historical Society of 
Missouri, were commenced by the venerable Father Meurin in 1764. 

After Father Janin there were no more priests at the Post. 
Great overflows caused the settlers to gradually move higher up the 
Arkansas River; the Fort was abandoned and the church of St. 
Stephen wrecked. Still the Post continued to be the “Capital” of 
Arkansas Territory, until in 1821, Little Rock became the seat of. 
the Administration. In 1820, Chaudorat, a wandering priest, visited 
the scattered settlers along the Arkansas. He had been one of Bishop 
Dubourg’s party which in 1817 crossed the ocean from France; or- 
dained in Kentucky, he soon left his charge and crossed the Missis- 
sippi into the diocese of Louisiana, where he had no faculties. Still 
he performed all the functions of a parish priest and caused great 
scandal by his avarice. He remained here from April, 1820, to the 
spring, 1821. 

In the years 1820-1825, a new village was formed, a few miles 
from the old fort, higher up the river, by Hewes Scull, Louis Bogy, 
Robert McKay, Harold Stillwell and Isaac McLane. This town, 
which then presented a very forlorn and desolate appearance, re- 
mains to the present day, but hardly more than a mere shadow, being 
so far away from the modern highways of commerce.” 

On September 8, 1824, Father John Mary Odin, C.M., who had 
been ordained only some months before, and the subdeacon, John 
Timon, started from the Barrens, Perry Co., Mo., upon a missionary 
tour to Texas.® ‘They traveled on horseback and the journey, as far 
as New Madrid in Missouri, was performed without more than the 
ordinary fatigues and hardships of such traveling at that time, in 
that country. At New Madrid, Father Odin gave a most effective mis- 
sion. Beyond this place their journey lay over swamps and sparsely 
settled regions, and every kind of hardship and privation was en- 
countered. Rivers which could only be crossed by swimming, muddy 
marshes, hunger and thirst, flies and mosquitoes, lack of proper lodg- 
ing, presented no insuperable impediments to these holy men. The 
desertion of their guide only aroused their energy. They reached 
the Arkansas River near Little Rock (Petit Rocher); from there 
they rode down along the river to Pine Bluff, and the ancient settle- 
ment of Arkansas Post. Their journey was full of the most com- 


2 The Catholic Church in Arkansas, by Rt. Rev. J. M. Lucey, in Arkansas 
Hlistorical Association, vol. II, p. 424 ss. 
3 Annales de la Propagation de la Fot, II p. 374 ss. Paris, 1826. 


\ ee 


Sa 2 Ee once ee, SS NP Mand | “ev 7) 

wes - ab em 9g? zy ~e EL yA [ 

Ayo fF aww) tee > nl ee 4 10 Ero g 

Be ett PSP Py a) v9 a a he Mas Bad yy uy Arvrh vy $ 

EE al! See a bab ST} 2 Pied h \g 

cmt omy peed © Pst ERY, EMP SN 

FLO OP GT TO md FEY wipe boip Bio 
VY TAO AA aed dss ign 26 mpoboy 1 | 


, ae ae 


) 


, 
Any 


Map of Post of Arkansas drawn by Father Saulnier, Jan. 13, 1832. 


ARKANSAS MISSION 245 


forting results, both amongst Catholics and Protestants. Marriages 
were revalidated, numbers of children and adults were baptized, 
confessions heard and many who had not been to the Sacraments 
for forty years, now approached.* 

Near the Post of Arkansas they visited the Quapaw Indians, 
to whom they announced the word of God through an interpreter. 
A rustic altar was erected in front of the wigwam of the chief 
sarrasin, and the Holy Mass offered by Father Odin. It was the 
intention of the two missionaries to visit also the Catholics along 
the Red River, the Washita and-the Bayou St. Pierre, the Attakapas 
and Cherokee Indians, and the Osages on the Neosho River, then to 
return to St. Louis through Missouri. But the miserable condition 
of their horses, lack of money, and a malignant fever which at- 
tacked Mr. Odin caused them to change their plans. From the Post 
of Arkansas, they retraced their steps to the Barrens. The com- 
mission given to Odin and Timon, to visit the southern missions, 
dates from August 24, 1824 (Ephemerides of Bp. Rosati). 

Bishop Rosati did not forget the isolated Creoles along the 
Arkansas. According to two letters (Oct. 8 and 26, 1826), which 
he wrote to Father Baccari, C.M., Rome, Father Niel of St. Louis, 
who was then collecting in France, had induced the Holy Father 
to think of sending to the diocese of St. Louis some priests of the 
then new Congregation of the Precious Blood. Niel thought they 
might be employed by giving them the Seminary at the Barrens, 
transferring the Lazarists to Louisiana, or by giving to four of the 
Fathers, the parish of New Madrid. Bishop Rosati was not in 
favor of the plan; he did not want to import a third religious Society 
into the diocese, as long as the Lazarists and Jesuits were not as yet 
firmly established. In a letter of Nov. 21, 1826, however, he wrote 
to Niel that the Fathers could go to Arkansas Post, open a school 
there, and evangelize the savages. In a letter of Dec. 29, he men- 
tions the same project again. (Correspondence of Bp. Rosati.) But 
the Precious Blood Fathers never came, either to New Madrid, or to 
Arkansas Post. 

Three years later, June 13, 1829, Bishop Rosati commissioned 
Father Martin of Avoyelles, La., to undertake a missionary trip to 
the Arkansas River. He went to.the Post, and ascended the river 
as far as Pine Bluff; but the poor man was of a scrupulous and stub- 
born disposition, having been ordained when somewhat advanced in 
years, he did not know how to treat the long neglected and careless 
Catholics of Arkansas. Disgusted and discouraged, he returned to his 
parish. (Ephem. of Bp. Rosati.) 

Bishop Rosati, to whose diocese Arkansas belonged, to provide 
for the lost sheep on the Arkansas River, on April 14, 1830, com- 
missioned Father Ant. Jos. Lutz, who, since 1826, had endeavored to 
carry the Gospel to the Indians, to visit the colonies on the Arkansas. 


4 Lives of the Deceased Bishops in the U. S., by Richard H. Clarke A. M. 
IF, 206. 
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He wanted another priest to accompany him in the quality of assis- 
tant: for obvious reasons Bp. Rosati did not dare to send one mis- 
sionary alone. But the drain on the small number of priests at St. 
Louis was such, that the Bishop could not spare another man for 
the mission in the South. Wherefore, he relinquished the project and 
gave to Father Lutz faculties for the Northern missions (Galena, 
etc.), September 3, 1830. 

At last, in the fall of 1831, the plan approached realization. Father 
Edmond Saulnier, pastor of the Cathedral of St. Louis, discontended 
with his position, entreated Rosati to relieve him and give him some 
mission outside the city. He expected to be sent to Vide Poche 
(Carondelet), or Prairie du Rocher or Kahokia. But since the 
Bishop had at the Barrens five students nearly ready for ordination’?, 
he resolved to send Saulnier from the cultured parish of St. Louis to 
the wilderness of Arkansas. His companion was to be P. Beauprez. 
On Nov. 20, 1831, Bishop Rosati ordained his candidates at the 
Barrens and Noy. 28, gave Saulnier his faculties for Arkansas. Saul- 
nier took along a young Irishman, named Patrick, to whom he was 
very much attached and who then intended to study for the priest- 
hood. At Ste. Genevieve he met Father Beauprez whom he had never 
seen before. But we must allow Father Saulnier himself to relate 
the story of his journey and his arrival at the Post :® 


Post of Arkansas, December 24, 1831. 
Monseigneur : 

I fear that Your Lordship has but little time to think of my humble self, 
but I could not write sooner, although I desired to do so long ago. Here 
You have the itinerary of our journey. November 30, we went, as you 
know, on board the steamboat Oregon. It was nearly two o’clock when we 
started down the Mississippi. On account of the ice, Captain Newman did 
not want to go down the river during the night; he seems to be a prudent 
and very good captain. On Dec. 1, I left the boat at Ste. Genevieve, at 8 
o'clock; directly went to Mr. Dahmen, who had just commenced his mass; 
not to lose time, I called on Mr. Bogy, whom you directed me to visit. As I 
was leaving Mr. Dahmen’s house, my companion, Mr. Beauprez, opened the 
door to enter. Since we did not know each other, we silently saluted; I went 
to Mr. Bogy, he entered Dahmen’s residence. Arriving at Bogy’s I met 
this gentleman at the door; he received me politely and told me that he 
had given the letters of recommendation for Arkansas Post to Mr. Beauprez. 
After some conversation, I again sought Mr. Dahmen, who had not as yet 
finished his mass. Meanwhile, I mage myself at home, took my breakfast, 
and made the acquaintance of my companion, Mr. Beauprez, whom I had 
taken for the sexton of the parish of Ste. Genevieve. Since the Captain of 
the steamboat told me we would stop only an hour and a half, I requested 
Mr. Beauprez to hurry up, saluted and embraced Mr. Dahmen, whom I 
may not see again for several years, and after a last farewell, we departed. 
The same evening, Mr. Van Laughler, who is to rejoin Msgr. De Neckere, came 
on board. The negro of whom you spoke did not show up. _Mr. Van Laughler 


5 These were P. P. Lefevre (later on Administrator of Detroit diocese), 
John McMahon (died as pastor. of Galena, June 19, 1833), Ennemond Dupuy of 
the diocese of Lyon, Vital de Cloostere, later on for many years pastor 
of Prairie du Rocher, and the Fleming Pierre Beauprez. f 

6 The original of nearly all the letters of Father Saulnier and of the 
other Arkansas Missionaries is in French. 
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told me that he was on a farm, two miles lower down, but he did not come 
on board. On Dec. 2, towards 10 o’clock, we landed at Cape Girardeau, 
where we sayted two hours. We left the boat and I asked in several houses, 
if there were any Catholics at the place; I received a negative answer. On 
the 3d, we arrived at New Madrid, but the boat stopped there only long 
enough to deliver the mail. Towards evening, at sundown, we were at the 
mouth of the Ohio; there we took in wood. Here they attached to our 
steamboat another steamboat called Monticello, which had been seized for debt 
by Mr. Morgan, the sheriff of New Orleans. Hampered by this new boat, we 
went slower. On this trip I made the acquaintance of Mr. Morgan, who speaks 
both languages. On the morning of the 4th, we arrived at Memphis, a town 
which is only two years old, situated on Wolf’s Creek. 

On the 5th, at half past five in the morning, we disembarked at Mr. Mont- 
gomery’s which seems to be the only place where one may land to ascend 
the Arkansas River. It was not yet daylight and we could hardly see when we 
disembarked. We were somewhat terrified, because our steamboat, the 
Oregon, knocked against the snag boat, which was near the shore; everybody 
on board sprang out of bed, believing that we struck a snag. As it was very 
cold, we hoped to find a good fire at the house of this Mr. Montgomery; 
but we found nothing but vacant rooms. The master, the mistress, the 
children, the slaves, all still in bed, and we, shivering and fearing that our 
baggage might be stolen at the bank of the river, had to watch it by turns, 
now Mr. Beauprez, then myself or Patrick. At last we had a fire started, 
but we did not see the master, just because we wanted to see him so badly. 
This seems to be a very disorderly house; the slaves act as if they were 
masters themselves; the time for meals and bedtime is very irregular, every- 
one does as he pleases. We had to hang around and to suffer for ten days 
without having the consolation of saying mass all this time. The feast 
of the Immaculate Conception and its entire Octave passed by without the 
holy sacrifice, because our room was a sort of passage way and a refuge for all 
sorts of people who slept there two in one bed; there were four beds in our 
chamber, a fire place, only a foot and a half high; the cold was as intense 
as at St. Louis, although we are under the 34th degree. I would never get 
through, if I wanted to relate to you all our adventures. The reason why 
we had to wait so long at Montgomery’s was that the entire river was 
clogged with ice and the steamboat could not come. At last, on the 13th, I 
told Mr. Beauprez and Patrick that we must pray to the Blessed Virgin for an 
opportunity to depart; we said the litany of the Holy Name of Jesus, of 
the Blessed Virgin and the Rosary, and the next morning we had the steam- 
boat which took us and our baggage. Towards 9 p. m., we arrived at 
the Post of Arkansas, but as it was very cold, and the banks were full of 
snow and ice, and it was so late, we went to bed in our little steamboat 
berths (we felt very cold under one blanket). Next morning we landed. 
The first thing we saw was a number of houses scattered about from the 
spot where we landed to a distance of seven miles lower down, comprising all 
in all twenty-five houses, two of which are built of brick, the one inhabited 
by Mr. Notrebene and the other by Mr. Hewes Scull. Since the house of 
Mr. Frederick Notrebene (he is the one of whom Messrs. Odin and Timon have 
spoken to us, a rich man and an atheist), was the nearest on our way, 
we entered, but were told that he was not at home. Then we went to Mr. 
Scull to whom-I held a letter of recommendation from Mr. Th. Hunt; although 
not a Catholic, he received us quite well. Then we went to the house of 
Mr. James Lucas, to whom I was also recommended by his brother-in-law, 
Mr. Th. Hunt. These two gentlemen, Scull and Lucas, had our boxes trans- 
ferred, but we noticed no eagerness from the part of the inhabitants to assist 
us. In the afternoon, we went to see Mrs. Bogy who, a month ago, has 
lost her husband, of whose death his son, who is at Ste, Genevieve. is not 
yet informed. This lady received us coldly, read the letter of her son, and 
told us right out that she could not keep us, although you know that she 
had received before, or rather her husband had received, with much kindness, 
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the missionaries, who for the last five years had come there. For this -visit 
at this lady’s house we had to make six miles in the snow on foot, and 
we returned quite crestfallen, not knowing what to do. We gave an account 
of our reception to Mr. Scull, the son-in-law of Mme. Bogy, who told us 
that he was very much astonished that his mother-in-law gave us such a 
reception; that she could have given us lodgment if she wanted to do so. 
Although he had not much room, he would receive us for this night, give us food 
and bedding. After our supper, we went to bed, myself and Patrick together, 
Mr. Beauprez in another bed alone, for Mr. Scull has many children and 
consequently few beds to give; besides he is a widower. I told you before 
that we first went to see Mr. Notrebene and that we did not find him; we 
found him when we went the second time, the same day (Dec. 16), after our 
visit to Messrs. Scull and Lucas. He seemed to receive us somewhat coldly; 
but after reading your own letter to the inhabitants of Arkansas, he told 
us that we had been badly informed; that the inhabitants were poor, that 
the majority of the French were at Pine Bluff, Jefferson Co., 290 (!) miles 
higher up, near Little Rock, that he was willing to give an arpent more 
for a church, adjoining the cemetery which he had also given; we told 
him that we had neither hearth nor home; then we left him. When we 
awoke next morning and left our room in Mr. Scull’s house, during break- 
fast, a negro brought me a letter from Mr. Notrebene informing us that 
we could have one of his houses. We went to see him and with many thanks 
accepted his offer. He had the room made ready, removed the dry goods 
boxes, gave us a bed and wood, and we installed ourselves. This house 
consists of two rooms, in one of them is a fireplace, in the other none. 
We arranged an altar in the room which has no fireplace; there we say mass. 
In the other one we sleep and prepare the meals ourselves, for after going 
to a boarding house four days, we saw that our small funds went fast and 
we resolved to do the cooking ourselves. We have been doing it six days, and 
I am getting tired of this business. I thought that after having been sacristan, 
school master, beadle, chanter, steward, etc., at St. Louis, I would be free 
from all these annoyances here; but now here I am, fallen still deeper, in pun- 
ishment for my sins. 

Besides, we have no consolation whatever from the part of the settlers; 
after waiting, last Sunday, until half past twelve, to say mass, I had to say 
it without any other person but the server, Patrick, being present. True, the 
weather was very bad, and the ground was covered with sleet. I hope that 
next Sunday, Christmas day, people will show up; they give me hopes, at 
least, to that effect. The people know we are here. I should have gone up 
to Pine Bluff or to Little Rock, if the Arkansas River had been higher; as 
soon as it rises, I shall leave to visit the inhabitants of Pine Bluff; I 
already saw several of them: they told me that they ardently desire to have 
a priest and that there are about eighty families. It seems that the rest 
of the inhabitants of the Post intend to establish themselves near Little Rock. 
My intention is to leave Mr. Beauprez at the Post for several weeks, to give 
a mission there, because none of the children at this place know their 
prayers; I also believe that a priest residing here could do some good, but it 
will take time and patience. The resources will be small, but, perhaps, suffi- 
cient; we must have a little money in advance for several months; but what 
can we do with the forty dollars you gave us, when we have spent already 
$33.66 for the steamboat Oregon, $10.00 at Mr. Montgomery’s, and $10.50 to go 
to the Post, not to mention the small expenses we had since we started cook- 
ing for ourselves? I do not suppose, you thought that I had a sackful of 
money to take along with me .. . 

It would be good to have a priest at Little Rock; there are many ignorant 
Protestants there and very few Catholics; but the priest would have to know 
English well and be a good controversialist. Three priests, I believe, would 
for the moment be sufficient in the territory, but not two together, because 
the means of support are small: one at the Post, one at Pine Bluff and one 
at Little Rock. These three would have to teach school; if there were 
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more priests for the school, so much the better. The Sisters of Charity would 
also be of great assistance at Pine Bluff, for the education of the girls who 
are ignorant of everything. There are a good number of Catholics, but they 
are scattered along the banks of the river, from the Post until just below 
Little Rock. The two central points are the Post and Pine Bluff. The inhab- 
itants of the Post are very indifferent and ignorant; they have forgotten nearly 
everything. If you think I am doing wrong by leaving Beauprez at the Post, 
please let me know; it seems to me that he has seen enough of practical 
service to be alone for some time. They commence to bring us provisions 
from various parts, especially the wife of Mr. Notrebene, whom I do not know 
and who does not know me. Her husband says she is of the same religion 
as himself (religion of nature); both, however, call themselves Catholics. 
We need some vestments, a Ritual (which Mr. Beauprez desires with an 
Old Testament in English), and, for a while, some money remittances. Pardon 
my scribbling, but if this letter is to be published, have it first corrected and 
arranged. 

My companion, Mr. Beauprez, seems to be a good man who follows the 
rules of his profession, but appears to be much attached to his own opinions 
and hates to give them up. Besides, he is not very active; if the house would 
fall on his back, he would hardly move. Although he is only a novice, he 
wants to be my equal. ... 

Your very humble and obedient servant, 
EDM. SAULNIER. 

P. S. (Dec. 26.) Yesterday, on the feast of Christmas, about 50 people 
came to hear mass, which was a high mass. About ten families came on 
horseback, six miles, in spite of the awful roads. I read to them the prayers 
and the Acts (probably the Acts of Faith, Hope and Charity), then Your 
pastoral letter, in English and in French, then I gave a short instruction. I 
told them that they would have to subscribe for the construction of a chapel 
and a house for the priest, and for the support of the priest, and that Mr. 
Notrebene would give them another arpent of land in addition to the arpent 
he had given for a cemetery. As soon as the roads are more dry, I shall 
go with Mr. Lucas to visit the inhabitants of the Post and take their sub- 
scriptions according to their means. 

The second letter, written January 7, 1832, continues the cheerless 


story: 
Monseigneur : 

The first letter which I sent you from the Post did not leave before Dec. 
27, and I am told it needs twelve days to reach its destination. You must 
have received four good pages of all sorts of things. As You know, I am 
not a great talker; I did not give You as much as some other chatter-box 
might have done, although I feel there is much to say. Since my last letter 
nothing worthy of mention has happened. We are like birds on the wing, not 
knowing whither to fly. I am stil! cook and Patrick is scullion (marmiton). 
Mr. Beauprez teaches catechism to three children who come regularly twice 
a day. I commence to notice that, in the course of time, something can be 
done with the settlers of this place; they have a pretty good fund of religion, 
which, by and by can be revived. I could not help admiring them, when I 
saw them come to mass these last two Sundays, from six to seven miles, in 
spite of the cold and the frightful mud; I also notice their desire to have 
a priest, either here, or at Jefferson County, or at Pine Bluff. We have 
performed eight baptisms; some have the custom of the inhabitants of New 
Orleans. At baptism they give us horns of sugar plums (Cornets de dragées) 
with two or three dollars on top. 

Yesterday I made nearly three miles on foot with Mr. Lucas. We found 
about a dozen persons assetnbled; we had expected more, but the weather 
was bad. First Mr. Lucas made a short address, telling them that it was 
a good fortune for them to have a priest in their midst, who would enable 
them to practice their religious duties, omitted and forgotten for such a 
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long time; that, being Catholics, they must, therefore, all give a good example 
and show to their separated brethren that they love their religion and that 
they should subscribe generously for a chapel and the support of the priest. 
After this, he produced the form of subscription which I had prepared. Here 
i transcript of it: 

os «We, ie inhabitants of the Post of Arkansas, in order to have the good 
fortune and advantage to possess amongst us a Roman Catholic Priest, who 
will instruct us and our children and administer to us all the Sacraments, 
promise to subscribe for the building of a chapel, according to the plan which 
shall be given to us, and also to subscribe for the support of a priest who shall 
ees Post of Arkansas, January 4, 1832. 


NV s of ibers. Subscriptions for the Chapel. Subscription for the support 
Names of the Subscribers ip ii ose bride Feat 
months. 


Frederic Notrebene: A piece of land adjoining the cemetery for the building 
of a chapel, valued at 2 to 300 livres. 


Paes PLet ACAS. «51sec teeter eatataies $25.00 $3.00 
Mantelurertiis)<c2i eo ede 25.00 3.00 
Loottis Pelayo ak ee encase 25.00 3.00 
Rene Michel peo ee ae 15.00 3.00 
AsioustinieP ingot acs ets wie ee 5.00 3.00 
Antotie: Pindtuscene ee eee. 5.00 3.00 
Antoine Brinsbactk senha ees 5.00 3.00 
PrancoisEiaigie vo ea Ga tea cttw eee ee 6.00 3.00 
Bittetine | Vasseirocc sk cei us eee 5.00 3.00 
RObert DrOOKS AL ees he ea eee 8.00 4.00 
hfrarles “Hoty eee. oe Es SA eee 8.00 8.00 
q Oliy sPertaig te ae SOA oe seer 5.00 3.00 


Besides the subscription list in French, there is also one in English, written 
nearly in the same manner, and two Protestants have subscribed, one, Mr. 
Cummins, five dollars for the chapel, but because he is not from this place, he 
put down only this sum; the other is Mr. Hewes Scull: $25.00 for the chapel 
and $5.00 a quarter for the priest. All the names of this subscription list 
do not go to one-fourth of the people who will subscribe; this is only a 
beginning. Several Protestants have also promised to subscribe. I prepared 
another subscription list for Jefferson Co., which shall be presented by one 
who is from that place and has already signed $25.00 for the chapel and 
$5.00 for the priest; his brother did the same. The name of this gentleman 
is Nuisement de Vangine; when he has taken the subscriptions, he will bring 
the list to me and we shall start a station there. The distance between the 
two places is not very great; in a day or two we can visit each other. 

I do not know yet, what I shall do, after these two subscriptions, because 
the settlers of the Post, as well as those of Jefferson Co., want to have me. 
They, themselves, have told me so or sent me word to that effect. I am 
very much embarrassed to bring Mr. Beauprez to reason, for he will hardly 
listen to reason, when I tell him, that we two cannot stay together at the 
same place; because there is just as much need in one place as in the other, 
and the inhabitants cannot raise enough money to support two priests in one 
place. Besides, for nearly six days there has been an altercation between us, 
and on New Year’s we were both in ill humor; I even feared at one time 
that he was going to leave me, as he threatened to do so about the 2d or 3d 


Siscautiarye hs. byte 

_ Father Saulnier, however, changed his original plans (Letter, 
Jan. 13, 1832). He decided to stay at the Post, because the settlers 
wanted him to stay; from “his face and manners, they saw that he 
was a genuine Frenchman” (Gascon), more active, whilst his confrere 
was from another country (Flanders) and less alert; also because he 
thought a man of experience was needed at the Post. He conceived 
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the plan to send Beauprez to Pine Bluff, where Mr. Nuisement de 
Vangine, Jr., wished to build a chapel on his own lands. At the 
Post they intended to erect a small church near the cemetery on a 
deserted plot which belonged to the late Mr. Nuisement Vangine Sr. 
Until this could be accomplished, he proposed to rent an old store 
and house for $6.00 a month. 

He continues the story in his next letter: 

Post of Arkansas, Feb. 8, 1832. 
Monseigneur : 

I am waiting with great impatience for news from You and from my 
confreres; I hope to get some tomorrow morning. This is the fourth letter 
I write and still no answer. I told You in the first of my letters, that I 
intend to go up to Pine Bluff or to Little Rock; but so far I have stayed, 
for I see that it is better to be here for several reasons: (1) because this is 
the first post which was established in these parts; here were the beginnings of 
Catholicity; this place has been served by as many priests as St. Louis and 
here there are still many Catholics, scattered, it is true, but not as widely as 
elsewhere in the territory: (2) because, being amongst the French, a priest 
may have more resources to live; (3) because it is nearer to the Mississippi, 
there are several other reasons which I omit. Without going up the river, I 
sounded the territory by letters. I already have sent you a letter from Mr. 
Ant. Barraqué, and I wrote to the Governor who answered as follows: 


Little Rock, Jan. 12th, 1832. 
Dear Sir: 

I have this moment received yours of the 29th last month and hasten 
to answer you that I will make some inquiry about the land described in 
your memorandum. I am gratified to learn that you are about to establish 
a church in this remote region. Many of my Catholic friends in Nelson 
and Washington Counties in Kentucky, would remove here immediately if 
a church was established at this place. Permit me to say that you may 
expect from me kindness and liberality, for you know that the Pope and 
the priests have ever worked in harmony. I have the honor to be, 

Most Rev. Sir, your obdt. servant, 
JOHN POPE. 


You will notice his word-play on his name. I wrote to him again, telling 
him that I would communicate to You his desire and ask You if You wish to 
send another priest or send me. I do not think that it would be well for me 
to go there, because I do not speak English well enough; neither will Mr. 
Beauprez do, for he preaches and speaks hardly loud enough to be heard. 
Since Little Rock is a place where all are English, where there are several 
lawyers, where the legislature always convenes, and where there are several 
Protestant ministers, an Englishman or an Irishman is needed, e. g@, Mr. 
McMahon; perhaps also Mr. Lutz would do. : 

I sent Mr. Beauprez to the mission at Barraqué, but especially to Pine 
Bluff. I am glad to be rid of him, for there hardly passed a week without 
some misunderstanding; he contradicted all I said or did; his character hardly 
agrees with mine. [or the rest, all he does he does well, and he scrupulously 
observes all the rules of the Church. He went up on the 2d of this month 
and will return shortly. Here is one of his letters: 


Barraqué Landing, Feb. 4, 1832. 
My Dear Confrere: 

[I have arrived at Mr. Barraqué’s, who received me with much kind- 
ness. The first evening after my arrival, from 3 p. m. was spent in sing- 
ing; tomorrow morning, Feb. 5, I shall say mass at 10 o’clock at the 
old school on the river bank, opposite Mr. Barraqué’s, because the Catholics 
live on that side; thus I may have them all together at the mass. Perhaps 
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you will tell me: Why did you not go up to Pine Bluff? Because Mr. 
Paul de Vangine advised me first to go down to Barraqué’s and then to 
Pine Bluff. And because I arrived here just in time to say mass on 
Sunday, I would like to stay ten days and then go up to Pine Bluff. Mr. 
Barraqué told me that people here have not sufficient means to build 
a chapel; some want one, others not. Mr. Vangine says that at Pine 
Bluff they desire to have a church. 
Remember me. I have the honor to be yours, 
P. F. BEAUPREz. 


I have made some investigations as to the history of religion in this coun- 
try. But I can hardly get any information from anywhere except from the 
church registers. These registers have passed through the hands of many 
persons and are nearly half torn, because the Post has been without a priest 
for twenty years; in later times, the priests often gave to the people scraps 
of paper on which the baptism or marriage was recorded, consequently I 
cannot have them all. Furthermore, as the priests came and went without a 
fixed abode, the settlers who wanted to marry, poor and rich, went to New 
Orleans for this purpose. It seems that the Post was established in 1720, not 
exactly at the place where it is now, but a little more towards the Mississippi; 
because the current of the Mississippi slowly ate away the land, the inhabi- 
tants of the Post moved up a little higher. Some years ago, it was more 
flourishing than at present and better populated, but it can regain its strength, 
if a church and house for education are built. Forty years ago there was 
a Spanish fort here; six commanders of this fort are known: (1) de Villiers, 
(2) J. Dubreuil, (3) de Valiére, (4) Ignace de Lino, (5) Carlos de Villemont 
and (6) Casile Loingue. Nearly the same priests who labored at St. Louis also 
served at the Post of Arkansas; some came down here from there; others 
went up the river from here. Here is what I find on the registers: 

At Arkansas, in the chapel of the fort, March 11 and 12, 1764, the mis- 
sionary priest, P. Louis Sebastian Meurin, baptized seven children; April 19, 
1772, P. Valentin O. Cap, of St. Louis des Illinois baptized three children; 
July 19, 1786, Father Louis Guignes, pastor of Ste. Genevieve, assisted at 
one marrjage and baptized sixteen infants and adults. From the 12 to 26 of 
Jan., 1789, the same P. Guignes assisted at four marriages and baptized thirty- 
four children and adults. Sept. 15, 1792, Sept. 15, 1793, Father Gibault ( Priest— 
so he writes himself), Pastor of New Madrid, Missionary in Arkansas, had 
twenty marriages, baptized fifty-nine children and adults, and buried five 
persons (some other persons had been buried during the absence of the 
priests). I saw from the register that on Sept. 5, 1793, Mr. Gibault received 
the abjuration of Mr. Jacob Dartz and Mrs. Ann Schesser, married them and 
baptized their six children.?7 On April 21, 1794, I read in the register that P. 
Flavien, O. M. Cap., serving the Post of Arkansas, assisted at a marriage, 
he says, by express commission of D. Patrick Walsh, Vicar General in the 
Province of Louisiana. After this marriage, this Father remained until 
July 13, and performed three funerals. Mr. Janin, curé of Arkansas, stayed 
from August 5, 1796, to December 28, 1799, and assisted at twenty-one mar- 
riages, performed seventy-two baptisms (infants and adults), and twenty- 
six funerals. The register shows, under date of February 18, 1798, that Mr. 
Janin assisted at a wedding, and he put these words after the dispensation from 
the three bans: “granted by Msgr. the Bishop in favor of them, after they 
had been married before Mr. the Commandant of this Post, May 4, 1797.” 
After Dec. 28, 1799, for a while there was no priest. In 1820, Mr. Chaudorat 
came from Kentucky, stayed here more than a year, married, baptized, 


— 


7 This German family of Arkansas Post was probably a remnant of 
the few German engagés of John Law who remained on the lower Arkansas, 
when in 1722, the Germans on the concession of John Law, abandoned the 
settlement to go down to New Orleans (v. Hanno Deiler, The Settlement of 
the German Coast of Louisiana, p. 37 and 38). 
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and gave the first Holy Communion to eleven men; all certificates were given 
on loose sheets of paper which the settlers have in their possession; I shall 
demand these papers from them in order to register them with the certificates 
from the other priests. 

Then Mr. Odin came in October, 1824; Mr. Martin, pastor of Avoyelles, 
towards the end of February, 1830; the latter stayed a week and ‘baptized a 
hundred persons. At last, M.M. Saulnier and Beauprez arrived, Dec. 16, 
1831; they have now baptized eighteen children. Several of the settlers give me 
hopes that they will go to confession and make their first Holy Communion 
as soon as the weather is fine and they know that I am firmly settled. I 
told You that scarcely any of the married women and grown up young persons 
have made their first communion; the same is the case with the men. This is 
why I would wish that two or three Sisters of Charity could come and 
settle here; good example is needed; moreover, these Sisters of Charity 
would be a thousand times more able than I am to teach catechism to the 
women, because in order to do good, the vanity of these women must be 
taken into consideration. It is impossible to teach all the virtues at the same 
time. Perhaps You say that I am going too fast; but some time will pass 
before I get an answer to this and I hope that before it does come, I shall 
have a house and several acres of land. Then there are several houses 
for rent, very cheap, even for sale; there would hardly be any difficulty. 
As, however, the roads are still bad and we are not yet well established, and 
the subscriptions for the chapel cannot go higher than between 300 and 400 
dollars, I am determined to make a little journey to New Orleans, to take 
up a collection amongst my former pupils; I hope to get several hundred 
dollars or, at least, enough to get some provisions, like sugar, coffee, altar 
wine, clothes, etc. I propose to stay only two weeks, this will not keep You 
from writing. 


I have the honor to be with profoundest respect, 
Your very humble and obedient servant, 
EpM. SAULNIER. 


His next letter is dated from New Orleans, Febr. 27, 1827. He 
succeeded in raising there about $400.00. A great drawback to the 
efficiency of the two missionaries’ work was, that Saulnier and Beau- 
prez were not at peace with each other. The letters of both are full 
of complaints, and Saulnier several times asked the Bishop to re- 
move Beauprez. Fleming and Gascon would not fraternize. He 
also wanted a third priest: himself for the Post, another for Pine 
Bluff, and an “Anglais” for Little Rock. 


On March 9, he still is at New Orleans; he intends to embark 
March 10, but fears that he will find the Post in a turmoil, caused 
by the imprudence of Beauprez. 

But we shall now permit Father Beauprez to defend himself : 


Pine Bluff, Jeff. Co., March 15, 1832. 
Monseigneur in Our Lord: 

Since You are our common Father, I thought it right to let You know 
what is going on between us. This will not be quite agreeable to You, 
Monseigneur, and I am very sorry for it. I wrote to You about the disputes 
and quarrels between us; here are now the details. Mr. Saulnier insisted that 
I should start a Mission further up the river, 50 miles from the Post. I 
accepted this offer with great pleasure, on condition that he should pay my 
way. On Feb. 2, I went up on the steamboat, Laurel; I stopped with Mr. 
Barraqué thirteen miles below Pine Bluff. In this place there are about 
eighteen Catholic families. I baptized many children who had been presented 
to Mr. Martin for baptism, but he demanded money for baptizing them. I 
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did not ask anything, knowing that it is prohibited, but they gave me several 
dollars. From there I started for Pine Bluff, on Feb. 24; there I stayed with 
a Catholic widow and with three other persons, for about three weeks. Dur- 
ing this time, I visited the settlers, to learn their dispositions. Some are 
cold and indifferent, others would be willing to support a priest and build 
a chapel, if it were in their power. From there I returned to the Post. _ 

~ Let us take up our subject again. Mr. Saulnier is a good man, but singu- 
lar in his actions. If I crack .a joke, he does not understand it; if I say some- 
thing serious, it is a phantom to him. If I try to engage him in conversation 
on the duties of our ministry, I can hardly get a word out of him. He 
can chat well enough with Patrick. At the least difficulty, he accuses me that 
I do not want to obey and that I want to be boss. We quarrel principally 
about the ceremonies, and he gets angry when I say that Mr. Tornatore has 
taught them to me. Mr. Saulnier encouraged me greatly in a letter which 
he wrote to me before my ordination saying that I would soon, be his con- 
frére. But I now see that the word ‘confrére’ is cnly an illusion.” 


And thus he goes on complaining of the harshness of Saulnier 
‘who treats me worse than a dog,” and of the arrogance of Patrick 
for a page and a half of a letter written in very diminutive and com- 


pact characters. Then he continues: 

“As I told You in the beginning of my letter, regarding the congregation 
oi Jefferson Co., 50 or 60 miles above the Post, there are about thirty-eight 
or forty families who live so far scattered that that sixteen of them are 
located eighteen miles below Pine Bluff and twenty-two at Pine Bluff. Thus, 
if all would co-operate in building a church and supporting a priest, they 
could easily do so. But the minds are so divided that they cannot agree. 
Those from below want to have the church with them; those from above 
want it at Pine Bluff, whilst the contending parties have not means suffi- 
cient to build a chapel at each place. You see, Monseigneur, the difficulties 
which surround me now; what still sustains me, are the promises of both 
parties. 

Two months and a half ago, Mr. Saulnier has sent a _ subscription-list 
with Mr. Vangine; but the latter did not succeed in inducing the others to 
sign; they refused to subscribe before they knew where the church would be 
built. When I was at Pine Bluff, I circulated a list myself; about two hun- 
dred dollars were signed to build a church; this sum, however, is not sufficient. 
We need at least four hundred dollars for the chapel and one hundred and 
eighty dollars a year for the priest. This sum would suffice; so, if those from 
below would do their part, we could proceed. 

There is another great difficulty: confession. We are fifty miles apart. 
It takes two days to reach the next priest, except perhaps in summer. In 
winter and spring, the road is simply frightful. . . . A week ago, I heard the 
news of the departure of Mr. Saulnier for New Orleans, in company of the 
young man. I expect to go down to the Post and wait for his arrival.” 


When Mr. Saulnier came back to the Post from New Orleans, he 
found a check from the Bishop for a hundred dollars which, together 
with the $400.00 he had collected at New Orleans, raised his building 
fund to about $800.00, sufficient to erect a frame chapel (Letter of 
March 19, 1832). 

Saulnier wrote to the Bishop that he saw at- New Orleans a 
St. Louis Church Register, written by P. Didier, O.S.B. a. 1796, and 
another Register of the same year written at New Madrid by Father 
Gibault. 

As soon as Father Beauprez heard of Saulnier’s return, he 
hurried to the Post and had a conference with his brother priest. 
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Beauprez would have preferred to remain at the Post, where Saulnier 
had rented a house which he used as a chapel, but Saulnier insisted 
that he should return to Pine Bluff (April 5, 1832). 

Now that he had $800.00, Saulnier’s fanciful mind grew enthusi- 
astic (letter of April 10, 1832) ; he conceived great plans; a church and 
residence for $1,200.00; two or three Sisters of Charity to teach cate- 
chism, etc. 

“It is a great privation for me,” he wrote, “not to be able to 
assist at the ceremonies of Holy Week. Oh! for wings to fly and 
transport myself to St. Louis this week! But I must be patient; 
perhaps, after a little while, we can have all these things here also.” 
“But” (April 27, 1832) “how sad it is to be here after having been so 
busy in St. Louis, especially about Easter. How sad, to have only t:vo 
miserable huts to serve as chapel and dwelling! And how shall I ra:se 
the money to build a chapel for $1,200.00? Beauprez is still here. 
We performed the ceremonies of Holy Week as well as we could. 
Easter Sunday we had High Mass, Vespers and Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament.” 

According to his next letter, of May 7, 1832, he has made no 
contract for a chapel, but he has a chance to buy a plot of ten arpents, 
with a two-story house, a kitchen, stable and smoke house, for 1,000 
or 1,300 dollars. 

But on June 28, an unexpected, tragi-comic event robbed the sen- 
sitive Gascon of all his courage, destroyed his hopes and plans and 
cut short his career on the Arkansas River. We shall permit Saul- 


nier to tell the story himself: 
: Post of Ark., June 4, 1832. 

we. My soul is so agitated and troubled, that I have a mind to send 
for Mr. Beauprez, to make him stay here, so as to enable me to return to 
St. Louis. And what for? I am entirely displeased and disgusted with this 
place, where the settlers, with very few exceptions, are supine to the extreme 
with regard to religion. The cause which would impel me to leave, did | 
not fear to act against the will of God and that of my Superior, is an affair 
which happened to me Saturday after dinner. I pray you to keep secret what 
I am going to tell You, because I have forgiven and have promised not 
to tell, but to You alone. 

Last Saturday afternoon, the son-in-law of the gentleman with whom | 
board arrived from a place six hundred miles up the Arkansas River, and 
passing in front of me, whilst I was saying my breviary, saluted me and bid 
me, “bonjour,” calling me by my name; I thought to myself: This can 
only be the son-in-law of the gentleman with whom I board, especially when 
I saw him take the direction of his wife’s room and noticed that trunks were 
being unladen. When I finished my office, I went to see the father-in-law 
and asked him, if the man who arrived was not his son-in-law. He answered, 
“Yes,” and told me that he could not get along with his wife, that his wife 
had locked herself up and would not speak to him. We were talking about 
this affair, the father-in-law and myself, when the young man entered, hold- 
ing in his hand a cocked revolver which the father-in-law tried to seize. 
thinking that he intended to shoot himself. Meanwhile the daughter arrived 
with her baby in her arms; but, how astonished was I, when the son-in-law 
pointed his pistol at me and said: “Speak out, Sir, is it not you who gave 
bad advice to my wife? I am going to shoot you for it.” “What do you 
mean, Sir,” I answered; “I have no knowledge of the difficulties between you 
and your wife; how could I have given her bad advice? I have not the 
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honor to know you; I arrived only recently and have no knowledge of 
what happens in the families. If you see me faint and trembling, it is 
because I thought you were about to kill yourself; on the contrary, instead 
of wanting to give bad advice, I am trying to reconcile you.” Then I fell 
on my knees before the woman and her husband, and making them take 
each other’s hand and ask pardon, I reconciled them. Then the husband 
apologized. I answered that I not only pardoned him, but that I would 
have forgiven him even if he had killed me. On hearing this he wanted to 
shoot himself in order not to survive the shame of having cast suspicion on 
me. I fell on my knees once more imploring him not to commit suicide and 
asking him to promise me, that he would not make another attempt. He 
did promise, but said: “To promise is one thing, and to keep is another.” For 
several hours he went about muttering, and threatening to shoot himself; 
until I told the father-in-law, for the love of God, to take the revolver from 
him and keep it. This was done. The affair is now settled, the reconcilia- 
tion between him, his wife and myself; but I still feel nervous and trembling 
at the thought that I was so near death, although I think, had I been killed, 
I should have been saved. I may possibly get sick over it. I cannot compose 
myself, so much the less, because I still take my meals at the same house... .” 


Most men would have considered this affair a trifle. Not so 
Saulnier: the excitement of that Saturday afternoon worked up his 
nerves to such a pitch that he surrendered to his feelings and, five 
weeks later, left his mission to his confrere. Beauprez was discon- 


solate. He wrote to Rosati, June 12, 1832: 

“ . . The departure of my confrere, Mr. Saulnier, afflicts and dis- 
courages me much. I do not think I shall see him again. Here I am, in this 
wretched country, abandoned, alone! With tears in my eyes, I have wished 
a hundred times that I never had heard mention of America, never had 
seen it. In Europe, in my own country, I could have saved my soul; but 
here, there is much to fear. But, Father, for the love of my salvation, have 
pity on me! Take me from this suburb of hell! 

Your obedient and faithful servant, 
P. F. BEAUPREz. 
Unworthy priest. 
P. S. Mr. Saulnier expects the boat every moment.” 


On board of the steamboat Telegraph Saulnier wrote these lines 
to the Bishop (July 24, 1832): 


Monseigneur : 

You may be surprised to see me coming up the river (pardon, the 
steamboat trembles so much that I can hardly write): Your last letter, 
although trying to encourage me greatly, has discouraged me, and I am 
coming up, totally suspending my will; but I must see You and speak to You; 
my books, if necessary, must pay for the expense of my journey. Tomor- 
row I go to the seminary, to let Patrick study and make a seminarian of him, 
according to his desire. . . . I shall stay a day or two at the Seminary; 
then I shall come to see You, talk to You and arrange matters. 


As soon as he received this letter, Bishop Rosati wrote to 
Father Lefevre at New Madrid, Aug. 2, 1832: “I have asked Mr. 
Paillasson to go to Arkansas to see what could be done . . . Mr. 
Saulnier has returned from there. I ask you to stay at New Madrid, 
until Father Paillasson comes back. Then you may go down and 
join Beauprez at the Post. I shall give a hundred and fifty dollars 
a year for the support of the two priests who stay there.” But 
Lefevre never received the definitive commission to start for Ar- 


\ 
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kansas, and on Dec. 3, 1832, he was appointed for the missions on 
Salt River, Ralls Co., Mo 


When Saulnier arrived at St. Louis, on August 3, the Bishop 
saw at once that he could not send him back to Arkansas, and on 
August 17, he appointed him Pastor of the church of Our Lady of 


Mt. Carmel at Vide Poche (Carondelet). ‘To Beauprez he wrote: 

I am grieved to see that Mr. Saulnier has left Arkansas. Do not 
lose courage. I shall do all in my power to sustain this mission. Mr. Pail- 
lasson shall come to see you; together you will select the spot where the resi- 
dence of the priests must be established. You shall accept a plot in my 
name and build a large loghouse, half of which will serve for church, the 
other half for a residence. I shall send you another priest and I shall give 
you $150.00 a year for your subsistence, until the country itself can support 
you. (Aug. 7, 1832; from the private correspondence of Rosati.) 


But Beauprez became ill. He had written to Rosati from the 
Post, July: 23 


Greetings, Monseigneur, in Our Lord: 

It is now nine days since Mr. Saulnier left for St. Louis, a departure 
which I greatly regret, especially as I fell sick, in a new country where 
diseases are so frequent, particularly for strangers. Here is what happened. 
Yesterday, Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, during mass, I felt ill and had 
to leave the altar at the Memento of the Canon. It was a weakness of the 
stomach, caused by the excessive and stifling heat. This illness attacked 
me the preceding night and left me in such a state of weakness that I could 
hardly stand on my feet. It was my unjudicious zeal which caused this attack 
during mass, for I catechized and preached too long. 


And in another very long and very tearful letter, decipherable 
only with a magnifying glass, he explained all his difficulties to his 
Bishop (July 23), and told him that if Paillasson was coming to stay, 
it was all well; but if he came only to return to New Madrid, there 
was no need to undergo such a heavy expense. On Oct. 1, he wrote 
again : 

Monseigneur : 

Yesterday I received Your letter, dated Sept. 12; I learned from it that 
Mr. Paillasson, whom I expected with so much impatience, shall not com«# 
to see me, because he is too much occupied at New Madrid. You must have 
received a letter from me, dated Aug. 31, from which You must have realized 
all the difficulties which militate against building a log house in this jungle 
and establishing here a permanent residence, on account of the hardness and 
ingratitude of the settlers, and also because of the little good that can be 
done here. This is why I am not disposed to stay in the Post permanently, 
because in nearly the whole place I have found only six families who con- 
sent to approach the Sacraments, and these are the poorest in the land. 

I do not wish to say that, for this reason, the entire country ought to 
be abandoned and that no chapel should be built. It will always be necessary 
to have a station here for the missionaries who attend to these missions. : 
At last You say: “If you do not want to stay, come home. In March, no 
sooner, I shall send another priest.” But where will he live, where will he 
eat? He will have to go to a boarding house, for they have robbed me of 
everything. I myself was forced to leave the Post and take up my quarters 
three miles away. I go to the Post every Sunday to say Mass; but I have 
to say it for the bare “walls (a sad spectacle) ! 
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At last, Oct. 7, the Bishop wrote to Beauprez: 
“You may go down to Donaldsonville and then come up to the Seminary. 
I appoint you to Apple Creek.’’8 


Having received the Bishop’s letter, Father Beauprez took the 
boat for Louisiana, October 25. Thus the apostolate of Saulnier and 
Beauprez on the Arkansas River ended in dismal failure.® 


Bishop Rosati was determined to maintain the Mission in Ar- 
kansas in spite of this misadventure. He sent for Father Ennemond 
Dupuy, who had been ordained with Father Beauprez, but had re- 
mained at the Seminary, probably to study English. He had attended 
Kaskaskia twice a month from the Barrens (Diary of Bp. Rosati). 
Dupuy arrived at St. Louis, Oct. 4, 1832, and the Bishop handed him 
his papers for the Arkansas Mission the same day, together with 
the four hundred dollars which Saulnier had collected in New Orleans 
and fifty dollars for his personal support. Dupuy returned to the 
Barrens and after waiting at Davis’ Landing, in Perry Co. a whole 
week, succeeded in catching a boat; he arrived at the Post, October 
29. But we shall let him tell his own story of how he was received 


there: 
Post of Arkansas, Oct. 29, 1832. 
Monseigneur : 

I arrived at my destination a few hours ago. I made the journey without 
mishap, except to my purse, which, it seems, caught the cholera. After spend- 
ing a whole week with Mr. Davis, waiting for that steamboat called The 
Wanderer, which seems to be forever at anchor at St. Louis, the steam- 
boat Otto at last came to take. me. I had to pay what is demanded every- 
where at St. Louis, that is, 25 dollars for myself and my horse. . . . On 
the 27 of this month the steamboat cast me and my belongings on the shore 
of the Mississippi and my horse into the water; the stupid boathands tried 
to make it walk over a board which was so narrow that even a bird could 
hardly walk over it without slipping. Besides it was 12:50 a. m. Next morn- 
ing I started, but my horse was so stiff in consequence of the boat ride 
and the fall into the water, and the road was so bad, that I could make only 
eighteen miles. The road is so dreadful that, without exaggeration, you 
have to make twelve miles in the mud up to your knees. I thought several 
times that my horse got stuck in it. I had to pay half a dollar to cross 
the White River and several lakes or creeks, in water up to the girth. 
At last I found a miserable hut, in which a Creole lives, who made me 
pay only a dollar and a quarter to keep me and my horse over night. Next 
morning (it was Sunday), I left and arrived at the Post about noon. Of the 
inhabitants some were out hunting, others were busy at the gin mill, others 
trying or selling their horses, others playing billiards. Not knowing where 


8 Apple Creek was a mission in Perry Co., Mo., where the knowledge 
of German was needed; Father Beauprez spoke some German. 


__9 In December, 1832, we find Beauprez in St. Louis, in obedience to the 
Bishop’s request. Instead of being sent to Apple Creek, he was appointed 
assistant to Father Bouillier, C.M., at Old Mines, but never went there. He 
returned South. On Aug. 6th, the Bishop wrote to him. “As soon as Mgr. 
De Neckere sends Mr. Brassac to Donaldson, please come back to St. Louis.” 
But Beauprez did not return to St. Louis, and shortly after Bishop Rosati 
transferred him to New Orleans. On Feb. 2, 1833, Rosati had written to 
Bishop De Neckere: “I consent to Mr. Beauprez staying in Louisiana, if 
You send me Mr. Rosti back to the Seminary.” But also Mr. Rosti never 
came back north. (Corresp. of Bp. Rosati.) 
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to begin, I went directly to a certain Fred Notrebene. I asked him 
for news about Mr. Beauprez: “Six days ago he came to settle up,” he 
told me; “I do not know where he is at present. Go to Mr. Lorquier ; 
he will give you reliable information.’ Mr. Lorquier (the owner of the 
billiard hall), told me: “He left for New Orleans two days ago. An hour 
ago I sold his belongings. They were disposed of for hardly anything. I 
myself bought part of them; if you want them, you can have them.” 

At the first report that a new priest had come to take the place of 
those who had left, a crowd gathered around me, asking me a thousand 
questions: who I was, what had become of Mr. Saulnier, etc.; then they 
turned around laughing outright and saying: “This one won’t stay long.” 
At last, after having talked to them a long time, I felt hungry and looked 
out for a place where I could take my meals. I found a widow, called 
Victor, in whose house Beauprez had lived. From her house I am writing 
to you at this moment. She wants ten dollars a month for my room, bed, 
and table, which is good enough; two cents (umn escalin) for each piece of 
laundry and three dollars a week for my horse, which is poorly kept. This 
runs up to about twenty dollars a month. I do not know yet what I am 
going to do. A miserable hut would cost me three dollars per month. What 
shall I do? I have now talked to a great number of the inhabitants; it seems 
they are not particularly anxious to have a church and a priest. They 
never stop ridiculing Mr. Beauprez. Most of them would be willing to 
build a church, if they could own the church as well as the land on which 
it is built. You see, Monseigneur, that this is not very encouraging. Do not 
give credcnee to the report, that Saulnier and Beauprez have exaggerated; 
No, what they said is but too true. Everything here is excessively dear. I 
have already spent fifty dollars and suffered much. I see but too well that 
all I shall have to endure surpasses my strength; but no matter; I left my 
country with the firm resolution to lay down my life, if necessary. I went 
away from St. Louis, convinced that I] was going to death; so I shall carry 
out my resolutions; I shall conquer or die for the Name of Jesus and of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, from whom I expect all, my help and my reward. 
Tomorrow I shall start for Pine Bluff, seventy miles from here. Pardon, if 
You please, Monseigneur, the carelessness of my letter, I am awfully tired. 
But I shall never weary to ask Your blessing and to call myself, 

Your very humble and devoted servant, 
DUPUY. 

P. S. I was told that You own land in the neighborhood of Little Rock; 
perhaps it will be more advantageous to build a church there. Another thing: 
since I believe I cannot say mass, if nobody assists, I shall say it only rarely 
even on Sundays. I beg You to explain these two things in Your answer.’’!® 

On November 12, he wrote another letter: 

Post of Arkansas, November 12, 1832. 
Monseigneur : 

I have made the journey to Pine Bluff; I found there much better dis- 
positions than at the Post. The people are much more simple, more religious 
and less arrogant. Conditions for a religious center are better there. There 
is no Congress land, neither at the Post nor at Pine Bluff, fit for a settlement. 
At the Post there is none even for sale, except at an exorbitant price, ten 
dollars. an acre and poor soil at that. The people of Pine Bluff, which is a 
village of about fifty families, Catholic and Protestant, scattered over the 
space of twelve miles, are less prejudiced against religion and its ministers; 
although a certain individual has raked me over the coals for all the various 
occurrences in connection with Father Beauprez. He passed in review all 
the missionaries who ever came to this country, and every single one got 
his share; and he finished by belching forth all sorts of insults against all 


10 To this query the Bishop answered on Feb. 4, 1833: “Necessity knows 
no law. You can say mass alone if there be nobody to assist.” (Corresp. of 
Bp. Rosati.) 
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the priests in general, saying that he would not permit one of them to put his 
foot in his back-yard, and mark well, Monseigneur, that I was right then 
in the accursed back-yard. Of the other inhabitants, none insulted me; 
several received me with kindness and politeness. I even saw grown-up 
people and little ones shed tears, when I left, for fear that I would not re- 
turn. But at the Post, with a few exceptions, everybody looks at me with 
an evil eye, on account of those who were here before me. I had not 
gone to two or three houses, before I got bitter reproaches and atrocious 
insults. Pocket that, poor missionary, for your trouble! 


There is another affair. What I foresaw and foretold has happened. 
I could not take along the least of my things when I left the steamboat, and 
now, for the last entire month, since my arrival, I could not say mass, be- 
cause I do not have the requisites. Mr. Beauprez left two days before my 
arrival, as I told You in the first letter, which I had the honor of writing 
to You when I first came here. He sold all the belongings of Mr. Saulnier 
almost for nothing. Nothing is left, but some miserable altar linen and they 
even refused to let me have that. They hold the money for what was sold 
and will not give it to me. Perhaps You will tell me, Monseigneur, that this 
is hardly worth while. Yes, Monseigneur, for me it is worth while, because 
these are articles not to be found within five hundred miles from this place 
and which, indeed, are indispensable to me. Is not Mr. Beauprez a peculiar 
man? He has given away many things for nothing; others he sold at any 
price, forbidding the people to make payment to anybody else but himself. 
The same order he left with regard to the altar linen and a little bell which - 
are still here. H'e took away all the church vestments, the chalice and the 
missal and I-am here with one vestment, and no chalice. What shall I do, 
Monseigneur? If I knew where to find Mr. Beauprez, I would start to seek 
him directly. But where shall I seek him? To some he said he was going 
to New Orleans; to others, to La Fourche or to Pointe Coupée to pass the 
winter there. To some he promised he would return in March; to others 
he said that he knew not when he would return; but from the altar he 
published that he intended to come back directly. So everybody is convinced 
that he is their lawful priest, and I have the honor to be regarded by these 
people as an intruder, or, as they put it, a false priest. With all that, I spend 
my money for nothing; I do not find anybody who wants to receive me for 
less than twenty dollars a month. I have already spent nearly half of my 
four hundred dollars, although we have suffered privations, I myself and my 
horse. I cannot expect a cent from the people here; in the beginning, I have 
to stand all the expenses myself; I have never seen people more attached 
to the things of this world. So you see, Monseigneur, that I can succeed 
only with the help that You promised me. But I shall not lose courage. I 
willingly sacrifice myself, if necessary, to plant the first seeds of the holy 
Faith, for I assure You, there is none here. If, therefore, for a year or 
two, You could interest somebody in the necessities of these people, I shall 
first try to build a log house and to teach school; this is the only thing they 
ask for, and that they expect to be done almost gratis; no matter, I shall 
do it! I said a log house, for there is no carpenter in the country; no tools 
can be bought, and things are sold here at twice the price you pay at St. 
Louis. I shall build my hut, I think, at Pine Bluff, because only there can J 
find some land. A Frenchman there lets me have sixty acres of cleared 
land, for seventy-five dollars; I shall have to pay to Congress eighty-four 
dollars. This is the best bargain I can make; and this man thinks he is 
doing me a great favor by letting me have the land for the same price he 
paid himself. So I will bring my belongings there. I shall start for this 
place. In conclusion, Monseigneur, please, see that I get the articles which Mr. 
Beauprez has taken away from here, all the vestments, the chalice, the missal 
and the cupboard. Above all, please write to the inhabitants to undeceive 
them as to Beauprez’s alleged return; otherwise there will be no end of 
disorder, At the least proposition I made to them, they either say, that they 
cannot trust me, that I deceive them, or that Mr. Beauprez has deceived 
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them, that all priests are liars; for, they say, every single one coming here 
promises to stay; then they accumulate money and off they go. There You 
see, Monseigneur, how they receive me, and how I have to suffer for the 
faults of others. In fact, I do not understand all this gossip. Please, address 
my letters to Pine Bluff (by Little Rock), Jefferson Co. Would You also 
please to send to me the Shepherd, because I paid before I left and never 
received it. I am expecting an answer from Your paternal goodness, as 
also Your episcopal blessing. 
Monseigneur, for the most unworthy of Your subjects, 
ENN. DUPUY, P.M. 


Dupuy, however, was made of other stuff than Saulnier and 
Beauprez. He swallowed these bitter pills and held out. Of Mr. 
Vangine, he bought ten arpents of ground, three miles below Pine 
Bluff, near a cemetery which eight years before had been blessed by 
P. Odin. But his condition was really alarming: He again speaks 


of it in a letter of January 7: 

I believe, Monseigneur, that it will take ten years of work, of patience, 
of bodily sufferings and heartache, before we may look for any spiritual im-_ 
provement amongst these people. This is the idea I have gained of them—I 
hope to God that I am wrong; if, so far, I have found people who received 
me (not indeed hospitably and free of charge, or from a desire to be in- 
structed in the Christian religion, but only after exacting full payment), it is 
only because they hope I shall give to their children a careful education 
and that for almost nothing. I had to promise them that I would teach 
school in order to be permitted to buy this plot of ground. As far as the 
sacred ministry is concerned, I have no work, except a few baptisms, some, 
but very little catechism and preaching, which they once or twice come to 
hear through curiosity. Still I trust in God’s mercy. It is useless to speak 
to them of abstinence, fasting or confession, or of the duty to marry before 
a priest or of the Real Presence. Some sometimes assist at mass; this is all 
their religion. Wheresoever I go, they speak ill of Fathers Saulnier and 
Beauprez, of another named Jeanderas (Chaudorat) and of yet another, Mr. 
Martin. These last they say, were still worse than Saulnier and Beauprez. 
One, they say, was so avaricious, that after having charged them enormous 
sums for baptizing, he stole the public mail and left laden with money; this 
was Jeanderas (Chaudorat, the priest without faculties mentioned before) 
The other, Mr. Martin, was not so avaricious, but was a libertine. This is 
what I hear continually and everywhere when I speak of religion. 

Whatever truth there may have been in the report about the 
misdeeds of Rev. Chaudorat, the slur cast by the people on the repu- 
tation of Father Martin, was sheer calumny. Negligent and fallen 
away Catholics, to ease their consciences, will always cast the blame 
for their apostacy on some priest. 

As soon as Father Dupuy had established his center three miles 
below Pine Bluff, the prospects became brighter. In a letter of April 
12, 1833, he was of good heart, although, he said, during winter, 
nearly half of the population of ‘Arkansas Post died without asking 
for the assistance of a priest. During his entire stay in Arkansas, 
since the 5th of October, when he left St. Louis, his income amounted 
to three dollars, whilst he had expended over $300.00. But he must 
have an assistant priest, “a man, stouthearted, disinterested, gentle.” 
Rosati had promised that Father Bouillier of Old Mines, on his way 
to New Orleans (May, 1833), would visit him, but Bouillier nevet 


came. 
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At last, to better put forth his hopes and needs, he went up 
the Mississippi River and, July 22, wrote a letter to the Bishop from 
the Seminary. A great flood had destroyed the harvest in the villages 
along the Red and Arkansas Rivers, he and his flock needed help. 
From August 20, to 22, he was in St. Louis, then he descended to 
New Orleans (letter Dec. 26, 1833), where the Yellow Fever had 
broken out. Two months and a half he spent with Father Mina at 
St. John the Baptist (German Coast),!° on December 16, he was 
back to his Mission below Pine Bluffs, Jefferson Co., Ark. He 
found his house nearly wrecked by the flood. At first he thought 
he would relinquish the place and move to the hills of Little Rock; 
but he gave up this plan because he could show no title to those half 
fabulous lands which Bishop Rosati was said to possess at or near 
Le Petit Rocher (Little Rock). 

According to a letter of Dupuy (April 29, 1834), there seemed 
to be an improvement at the mission St. Mary’s, at Easter, in church 
attendance and reception of the Sacraments, in spite of the “‘vocifera- 
tions” of three Protestant preachers who went about calumniating the 
Church. Even Protestants came to the little mission and everybody 
said it was “shameful” not to have a larger church which could con- 
tain the congregation. When, however, he visited Arkansas Post, 
nobody came to fulfill the Easter duty, so that Dupuy did not even 
celebrate Mass there. 

In his next letter (July 9, 1834), he relates that the projected 
chapel at St. Mary’s has not been commenced as yet. The overflow 
of 1833 was a great drawback to the good work; his present chapel- 
house, however, is filled every Sunday. The land which the Bishop 
owns near Little Rock has been discovered; it is situated thirty-six 
miles from the town in a sparsely settled district. Little Rock itself 
is growing rapidly, there are also three hundred “Dutch” families.” 


In September, 1834, Father Dupuy fell sick of bilious fever; to 
recuperate and make a retreat at the Seminary, he took the steam- 
boat Revenue (letter written on board, Oct. 2, 1834) ; then he visited 
the city to see the new Cathedral, and, with new courage, returned 
to his forlorn mission on the Arkansas. The Bishop had promised 
that he would send him an assistant. 


Half a year later, April 13, 1835, Bishop Rosati ordained Charles 
Rolle a native of the diocese of Nancy, and, on April 21, appointed 


10 It is quite significant that Dupuy, in Louisiana, made his headquarters 
with Father Mina, the pastor of St. John the Baptist on the German Coast. 
In 1720, many Germans had been settled on the concession of the adventurer 
John Law, on the Lower Arkansas; these Germans, one or two years later 
after the bankruptcy of John Law, descended the Mississippi and obtained 
land on the German Coast, where for them the parishes of St. Charles an 
St. John the Baptist were established. There may still have been some cor- 
relation between Arkansas Post and the German Coast, dating from 1722. 

11 What the letters have to say about the beginnings of Catholicity in the 


city of Little Rock will be treated in a special article; therefore we do not 
go into details in this direction. 
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him assistant to Father Dupuy. According to a letter written by 
Dupuy in Latin (all his other letters were written in French), June 
18, 1835, Father Rolle first descended to New Orleans, then, on the 
eve of the Ascension, he came up to Pine Bluff, in utter poverty, 
“without money, without a chalice, without a horse, without saddle”; 
but Dupuy welcomed him heartily ; for to be debarred from the com- 
pany or at least proximity of a brother priest to him was the greatest 
of all privations. And Dupuy (July 2, again in Latin), wrote to his 
Bishop about Father Rolle: “I love him, it is sweet to me to live 
with him” (idlum amo, vivere cum co mihi est dulce). 


But the peaceful cohabitation of the two priests lasted hardly 
two months. After a sick call under the noonday sun, Father Rolle 
fell sick and died, July 22, 1835 (letter, July 24). Dupuy himself 
again suffered an attack of bilious fever, and was so ill that, for a 
while, his recovery was despaired of (Aug. 31, 1835). 


Improved in health, at last, Dec. 7, 1835, Dupuy let the contract 
for the erection of a small chapel at his mission; he also intended to 
establish a school; even at the Post the settlers became interested in 
religion and talked of building a chapel, if the priest would promise 
to say mass there now and then (letter of December 8, 1835). He 
even had visited some place on the distant Washita River, to refute 
certain preachers who “tormented” the Catholics. On Christmas, he 
had twenty communions (letter of December 28). 


In another letter of May 4, 1836, Dupuy relates that at the end 
of April, he was cailed two hundred and sixty-seven miles up the 
Arkansas River to marry an officer of the U. S. troups, stationed 
amongst the Indians; he was enchanted with the beautiful scenery 
along the river; it took him over seven days to make the trip. The 
people at Pine Bluff are losing patience, since they get no school, no 
church, no division of missions. The chapel is commenced, but can- 
not be finished, because nobody wants to contribute, unless they get 
also a school; he feels disheartened—nothing worth the while can 
be done if he must remain alone. 

But months passed and no assistant came. Now Dupuy decided 
to throw the weight of his personal presence into the scales: on 
November 5, 1836, he suddenly appeared at the Bishop’s house in 
St. Louis. What could the prelate do? Indeed, he had four deacons 
at the Barrens; Guilbride, Heim, Kenny and Donnelly. To satisfy 
Dupuy, he sent for Donnelly and ordained him priest at St. Louis, 
November 20. Four days later he handed him his papers for 
Arkansas. Both Dupuy and his Irish assistant, Peter Donnelly, at 
once set out for the South. After their arrival, Dupuy, in the joy of 
his heart, wrote a letter in English to Mr. Timon of the Seminary. 
We reprint it as it is: 

Pine Bluffs, Jefferson Co., Jan. 9, 1837. 
Rey. Sir: 
I just seize the chance to write you a few words. Our travelling was 


lucky enough coming down, with the exception that Mr. Donnelly had to 
stay some eight days at the mouth of the Arkansas River. Our labors look 
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to be fruitful till now, and everything is growing better and _ better. Mr. 
Donnelly looks to be satisfied with the place, and the people like him well 
enough too. I hope firmly that our hardships will be in the advancing of the 
knowledge of Christ and his glory in these remote countries. We are both 
in good health though we have been in a pretty long and muddy riding for 
a week. Great motions have been made among the folks, even the dissen- 
tents, to convert our church into a school house, being too small for a 
church and agreeing to build a large one. As my subscription in St. Louis 
was a little more than nothing, I am going to New Orleans to try again. For 
we can do nothing if we have no servant. Our Rt. Rev. Bishop told me the 
last moment I enjoyed his presence and received his benediction, that I had 
to write to you for all the cases of the ministry. Therefore I shall trouble 
You many a time, Rev. Sir, but recollect that my situation is a difficult one...” 


On the sixth of March, 1837, he went to New Orleans to raise 
some funds, since his efforts at St. Louis in this direction had proven 
futile. Father Donnelly wrote his first letter to his Bishop, March 
Pans 


Rt. Rev. Bishop Rosati, etc., etc., 
My Lord: 

Four months being now elapsed since my departure from You, it is 
now time I should give You some account of the time spent. As for the 
Mission, I can say but little respecting it, as I have not gone beyond the limits 
of the township in which we reside since my arrival, except once that I went 
with Mr. Dupuy, when called to perform a marriage; neither did Mr. Dupuy 
in the way of a Mission, he married two couples and baptized three children 
since my arrival. If there has been any other station or any other place 
visited previous to my arrival, I cannot say, but there has been none since 
nor changements made to that effect. As yet I spoke to Mr. Dupuy on the 
subject; he said the Post of Arkansas was the only place that has not been 
visited yet. 

The Rev. Mr. Dupuy departed for New Orleans on the sixth of March; 
he has not told me when he would return, nor have I heard from him since. 
Before his departure, he had his four usual communicants; thanks be to 
God, I have been more fortunate: I had five communicants, and three others 
at confession; two of my communicants were men, which was quite a novelty. 
My Lord, I have spent the Holy Week with great pleasure and consolation; 
I gave mass at eight in the morning; every day from nine to fourteen persons 


assisted. At night, after quitting work I made prayer and gave a short 
exhortation, from a quarter to twenty minutes. I had every night from 30 
to 40 persons, between parents, children and slaves. On Easter Sunday, the 
church could not contain more than one-half of the people. 

I expect, God willing, to go to the College next October, that I may be 
there again the time the retreat commences; again that time I will be able to 
give you_a more particular and at the same time, a more general account of 
this Mission; no more at present. 

(Your prayers and blessing requested.) I have the honor to be, 

Your humble and obedient servant, 
' -P, R. DONNELLY. 


Pine Bluff, March 23, 1837. 


The next letter of Father Dupuy, written April 6, 1837, is inter- 
esting, because it contains some statistical items: 


“The number of Catholics, nominal and others, does not go beyond six 
hundred; they are scattered in the four corners of the state. Most of them 
are in Jefferson Co.; then follows the Post in Arkansas Co., then Little Rock 


12 Father Donnelly wrote English according to the phonetics of the Irish 
brogue; in copying his letter, we have chosen the correct spelling. 


ARKANSAS MISSION 265 


and surroundings. In the third place there are some ten families on the 
Washita River. Besides, there are some, here and there, scattered throughout 
the State. Of others I do not know. 


There are four places, where mass might be said, if we had the money 
to travel, by using the cabins in which the settlers live. (1) Three miles below 
Pine Bluffs, which is the seat of justice of Jefferson Co.; on the left river 
bank is the chapel and the priest’s house which I built. (2) At New Gas- 
cony, fifteen miles lower down and in the same county, fifteen families could 
be gathered, if mass was celebrated there. (3) At Arkansas Post, sixty miles 
from my chapel; but there is no chapel and it is so difficult to build one, 
because the people do not pull together; I tried it more than ten times, but 
did not succeed. (4) At Petit Rocher (Little Rock) ; but first a chapel must be 
built there, so that mass can be celebrated with pomp and with a forceful 
sermon. Wherefore I asked you to be permitted to build a school house and 
then go there. . . . As far as the school goes (in his own mission), I am 
afraid I cannot have it, because neither at St. Louis, nor at New Orleans, 
could I raise enough to pay a teacher. Mr. Donnelly is not capable to teach 
what is required, because he cannot write his own language correctly; besides his 
health is poor.” 


Since everybody is crying for a school which cannot be had, 
Father Dupuy asks Bishop Rosati to be relieved of his charge as 
soon as possible; perhaps, he thinks, the Bishop of New Orleans 
might adopt him in his diocese, or he might retire to Lyons, his 
home city. 

A few days later (April 13, 1837), Mr. Antoine Barraqué, from 
New Gascony, an apostate, but an educated man who even knew 
some Latin, in the name of the sixteen families of his district sent 
a petition to St. Louis (it is still in the archives), asking Bishop 
Rosati to appoint Father Donnelly pastor of the mission of New 
Gascony. And now something happened that Father Dupuy cer- 
tainly never expected. When Donnelly saw that radical changes 
were required and that he could not work in harmony with Dupuy. 
he abruptly, August 15, 1837, took a boat for St. Louis, promising to 
return at the end of September (letters of Dupuy, Aug. 28 and Sept. 
2.). The result of this journey was that, on September 2, Donnelly 
was appointed pastor of Arkansas, whilst Dupuy was transferred to 
New Orleans. Dupuy was hurt to the quick. The touching letter 
which he wrote to Rosati, when the new pastor arrived at St. Mary’s 
Mission, is in the archives of the Archdiocese. He concluded to go 
to St. John the Baptist’s, La. (letter, Oct. 5, 1837). 

His last letter from Pine Bluff he wrote on October 16. He 
was irritated at the heartlessness with which Donnelly had pushed 
him aside. Before he left, Donnelly, in a letter to Rosati, accused 
him of trying to get up a petition in his favor, but that the people 
refused to sign. (Oct. 31, 1837.) 

Donnelly, no doubt, was successful in his missionary work, 
although he could not write correct English. On October 31, he 
claimed to have a subscription of $900.00 for a school at the Mission 
below Pine Bluff, of the establishment of which Dupuy had despaired. 
At New Gascony, Barraqué furnished a house for the priest’s rest- 
dence and another house for church purposes (letter of Barraqué, 
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Novy. 9, 1837). On November 26, Mass was to be said there for the 
first time by Father Donnelly. On January 6, 1838, he ever. went 
down to the ill-omened Post of Arkansas and, on the 8th, commenced 
to take up subscriptions for a church and house; he collected $630.00 
in one week, but he did not see more than one-half of the inhabitants. 
A Mr. Farrelly was to donate the lots (letter of Jan. 20,). At St. 
Mary’s the carpenters commenced to work, November 17; they fin- 
ished it in February (Letter of Feb. 19, 1838); it had cost $960.00 
(carpenter work) ; in the fall, October 11, Sister Agnes Hart, with 
two other Sisters of Loretto, from Ste. Genevieve, Mo., opened the 
school. Their principal benefactor was Mr. Creed Taylor, a convert 


who had been baptized by Father Dupuy. (A. Minogue, Loretto, p. 
Ss) 


In March, Donnelly traveled to Little Rock, to see what could 
be done to give to the Catholics there a small place of worship. 
He arrived on March 23rd, and collected in subscriptions $650.00 in 
one day. He stayed in the house of Mr. Dugan (Duggan?). In 
this house, on the second floor over the store, he said the first mass, 
ever celebrated at Little Rock. 


From New Gascony Ant. Barraqué wrote, on August 5, that the 
chapel was ready for services, and that it was dedicated to St. Irenaeus 
of Lyons; also for a school a house was ready. As Donnelly was 
going to St. Louis, Barraqué sent a statement of what had been done. 
In the excess of zeal, he even proposed to have a seminary built at 
New Gascony and offered forty acres of land for that purpose. 


But Father Donnelly’s health was not good. In a letter of Nov. 
27, he says that his weakness kept him from pushing the work in 
Little Rock. The money he collected was in Mr. Dugan’s hands. 
It seems that Rosati intended to give the missions of Arkansas, at 
least Pine Bluff, into the hands of the Congregation of the Mission 
(“let me know,” Donnelly writes). After Christmas, Donnelly in- 
tended to go to New Orleans, probably to collect. 


On December 12, he writes that the school promises well; it 
killed the rival Methodist school at Pine Bluff. He now also has 
a lot for a chapel at Napoleon. He did not go to New Orleans, 
because his health was declining fast. He desires to return to Ireland. 
(Jan. 2, 1839.) 


On May 26, Donnelly wrote his last letter to Rosati from Ar- 
kansas. He brought him a happy message: the conversion of Fred- 
erick Notrebene of Arkansas Post and of Antoine Barraqué of New 
Gascony. ‘They were the champions of this State in infidelity; but 
they now seem to be quite the reverse. It is said that repentance 
never comes too ‘lait.’ I hope and pray that Almighty God may 
‘inable’ you in ‘meaking’ a good selection or appointment for Little 
Rock, who will ‘complait’ St. Peter’s church on the Rock.” 


On May 21, a few days before Father Donnellys last letter was 
written, Bishop Rosati, considering the ‘fdeble health of Fathér 
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Donnelly, had appointed Father Joseph Richard-Bole,*1, pastor of 
the Arkansas Mission, with Father A. Simon Paris as assistant. On 
the same day he sent a letter to Father Peter Donnelly, permitting 
him to return to Ireland. The two Frenchmen, on their way south, 
first gave a mission at Prairie du Rocher, Ill., and another at Kas- 
kaskia, in March, 1839. Their first mass in Arkansas they cele- 
brated at Napoleon, about the middle of May; the first letter was 
addressed by Richard-Bole to Bishop Rosati from St. Mary’s, June. 
26, 1839. 

Richard-Bole was to be Pastor of St. Mary’s, and Paris to 
reside at New Gascony; but both fell ill at once of chills and fever, 
not being used to the heat and the sultry air of the southern low- 
lands. Donelly did not return to Ireland; probably he never 
suspected that the Bishop would take him by his word as quick as 
he had done in the case of Dupuy. He remained at St. Mary’s, and 
there were difficulties and misunderstandings between the two men, 
principally about financial matters. (Letters of Richard-Bole of Oct. 
29, and Nov. 19). At last, Donnelly left, went to St. Louis, and was 
appointed pastor of Gravois, St. Louis Co. (now Kirkwood), Dec. 5, 
1839, and Jan. 31, 1840. 

At Little Rock, in beginning of March, 1840 (letter, March 14, 
1840), Richard-Bole sold the lots bought by Donnelly and acquired 
an entire block (twelve lots) for the new church. On April 21, 
1840, he directed his last letter to Rosati to Baltimore, wishing him 
a happy voyage across the ocean. This document closes our long 
series of letters about the Arkansas Mission." 


F. G. HOLWECK. 


13 Jos. Richard-Bole, a native of the Department of Doubs, France, born 
Dec. 24, 1805, ordained, Sept. 19, 1829, at Besancon, and for eight years pastor 
of Provenchére near Montbéliard, had arrived at St. Louis, Nov. 16, 1838, 
with Father Aug. Simon Paris and F. Jos. Renaud. Richard-Bole, returning 
to France in 1844, was lost at sea. 


14 The establishments of the Sisters of Loretto in Arkansas were not 
lasting. In 1842, the community of St. Mary’s moved to St. Ambrose, Ar- 
kansas Post; also at Little Rock a convent of Lorettines was founded by 
Sister Alodia Vessels, but in 1845, both the Sisters from the Post and those 
from Little Rock returned to Ste. Genevieve and Kentucky. (A. Minogue 
Loretto, p. 113.) 


AN APPEAL 
HISTORICAL MATTER DESIRED 


by the Catholic Historical Society of St. Louis 


et 


Books and pamphlets on American History and Biography, 
particularly those relating to Church institutions, ecclesiastical 
persons and Catholic lay people within the limits of the Louisiana 
Purchase ; | 

Old newspapers; Catholic modern papers; Parish papers, 
whether old or recent: 

We will highly appreciate the courtesy of the Reverend 
Pastors who send us regularly their Parish publications ; 

Manuscripts; narratives of early Catholic settlers or relating 
to early Catholic settlements ; letters: 

In the case of family papers which the actual owners 
wish to keep in their possession, we shall be grateful for 
the privilege of taking copies of these papers; 

Engravings, portraits, Medals. etc; 

In a word, every object whatsoever which, by the most liberal 
construction, may be regarded as an aid to, or illustration of the 
history of the Catholic Church in the Middle West. . 

Contributions will be credited to the donors and preserved 
in the Library or Archives of the Society, for the use and benefit 
of the members and other duly authorized persons. 

Communications may be addressed either to the Secretary, 
or to the Librarians of the 


Catholic Historical Society of St. Louts, 
209 Walnut Street, St. Louis, Mo. 
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NOTES 
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Several mishaps have gradually so delayed the printing of the 
past issues of the Review, that the July number could not even 
come forth in October. The Editors, regretting deeply this accident 
and the inconveniences it causes to our readers, decided to remedy 
the situation by making the present a double number. This expedient, 
while having the advantage of imposing no material loss upon our 
subscribers, affords, moreover, to the Editors the long and coveted 
opportunity of “catching up” with the fast-fleeting time, and to our 
Business Manager the chance of harmonizing his fiscal year with the 
calendar; furthermore, each new volume of the Review will thus con- 
veniently begin with the January number. 

To maintain the high standard which, we are glad to state, has 
at once won for the Review a flattering recognition from discriminat- 
ing students of American Catholic history, is the unswerving deter- 
mination of the Editors. They know they can count on the loyal 
sympathy and support of every reader of the R«eviEw, and they do 
count on that sympathy and support. 


ANNUAL, REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COM MITTEE 
CATHOLIC HISTORICAL, SOCIETY OF ST. LOUIS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING MAY, 1919. 


The committee met regularly each month next preceding the 
general meetings of the Society during the year. 

It was deemed of first importance that a secure and convenient 
place be provided for keeping the Archives of the Society, and for 
that purpose an iron, fireproof safe was purchased at a cost of $408.25, 
and placed at the Chancery, 209 Walnut street. The more valuable 
documents and records of the Society have been classified and placed 
therein. 

It was arranged that the books and ali articles contributed to the 
Society, and forming the nucleus of its Library and Museum, should 
be delivered to Reverend F. G. Holweck, who kindly offered to provide 
for their safekeeping at his residence, 2653 Ohio avenue, until a more 
convenient and suitable place can be provided for their keeping. 

As a means of promoting the objects of the Society, a quarterly 
publication, the “St. Louis Catholic Historical Review,” was author- 
ized to be published under the direction of the Committee on Library 
and Publications. 

The first number was issued October, 1918. Seventy-five sub- 
scribers to the publication have since been secured, and it is hoped 
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NOTES 


that additional subscriptions will eventually make the publication self- 


supporting. 


Two hundred copies of each issue have been retained by the 
Society for future use and reference. 

The committee authorized the printing of four hundred copies of 
the Constitution and By-Laws of the Society for the use of its mem- 


bers and prospective members. 


The regular meetings of the Society were not well attended; the 
lay members especially showing an apparent lack of interest in the 


meetings and work of the Society. 


The Society increased its membership about 20 per cent during 


the year. 
erend Patrick Dooley, died. 


It has now fifty-four members enrolled. One member, Rey- 


A financial statement of the Treasurer is submitted herewith as 


a part of this report: 


FINANCIAL REPORT. 


Receipts 

1917 
May—Dues 7 aude See $180.00 
SUC — UES ee ee eS oo 20.00 
CDi IUCS a ries ete 25.00 
SEN Ca eee Be Tg Ok Ra Ls BE SS 25.00 
$250.00 

1918 
Mate l= <balanice dg eae tee eed $224.80 
Teg ees eee 25.00 
Pie set Fete hl ctiaea eens 110.00 
MaverDiies. eee eS 25..00 
NMG — TIMOR tice oe ee ee 90.00 
A tibiae) eon tee tere ee 15.00 
We GS eo oo ee etree 20.00 
SHE DLA OS ty Mesasaeasc sterner weston 20.00 
18—Hist. Review ............ 14.00 
Oct. 10—Hist. Review ................ 8.00 
Nov. 18—Hist. Review ...............- 10.00 
Ween Yew Des Wee Le ee ee 5.00 
1919 $566.80 
Bic a Hag Reed ab: Ga? pi g deal cok 2. eens FL AS pe, 
Diese ee aoe 30.00 
Flistin, Review who: eis 22.00 
BED ft DIOS | ek nea 5.00 
26—Hist. Review ...........cc000-- 35.00 
DEAT TIER 2c 5 4n5 Oe ee ee 10.00 
26—Hist. Rev. (Exch. 25c).. 21.75 
Aor di-~Dues\ tore ero 10.00 
Hist. Review. ~oi0e. 7.50 
eS: ln. Cee ON Mee ear PLy nae 5.00 
$151.78 

1919 
May 1—Balance 200... eeeeceseees $ 11.34 


Expenditures 

June 8—Ledger*.0.33 $ 0.40 
Printers... 6.75 

Stan DS: 0c ecee ee 13a 
Envelopesin...... oe eat 

Sept. 25—J. Rothensteiner.......... 5.45 
Noy. 21—J. Rothensteiner.......... 4.75 
Dec. 31 —Balance...........0csecss00seee 224.80 
1918 $250.00 


Apr. 30—J. Rothensteiner............ $ 1.66 

May 14—J. Rothensteiner.......... 

Sept. 11—Buxton & Skinner 
(Sat €)iscnas eee 408.25 


18—Miss Smith .............. 2.36 
Dec. 9—Miss Smith...................... 1.65 
31—Amerika Prtg. Rev., 
ete, Tne eee 141.50 
Balante:- eee 5.53 
1919 


Jan. 15—Miss Smith (Stat’y)....$ 1.85 


Mar. 27—Miss Smith (Stat’y).. 2.09 
Apr. 11—Miss. Val. His. Ass’n.. 4.00 
Prigiclan. Revo 2aoe 132.50 

DO eEs HOMCE | ous ene eee 11.34 
$151.78 


JoHN J. TANNRATH, 
Treasurer. 
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In. order to promote more effectually the objects of the Society, 
it is suggested that some action be taken to create, especially among 
the laity, a deeper interest in the work. 

The support and stability of the Society is dependent almost 
entirely upon the dues of its members. It is, therefore, of vital impor- 
tance to the Society that its membership be maintained and increased 
from year to year. 

To this end the following recommendations are made: 

First. That a wider publicity be given to the Society, its 
objects and activities. The newspapers should be furnished from 
time to time with information as to the Society’s meeting dates, 
papers to be read at the meetings, etc. If we would succeed, we 
must keep ourselves constantly before the public. 

Second. Some action should be taken to make the work of 
the Society more attractive and popular; prominent men outside 
of the Society should be invited at times to address the meetings 
or read papers on some appropriate subject; an occasional excur- 
sion or outing might be arranged for the members of the Society 
and their friends to visit some near-by place of historic interest. 

Third. It is suggested that the present members of the Soci- 
ety act individually to create a wider interest in the Society and 
to increase its membership. Our growth—if we grow at all— 
must come from within. We must reach out and secure mem- 
bers—they will not seek us. 

There are in St. Louis several hundred prominent, educated 
Catholic laymen. They are men of affairs. They are the builders 
of today on a foundation that was prepared and laid by the toil 
and patience and the sturdy faith of their fathers in the early 
days of St. Louis. 

Why are these men not with us today? 

If they have not been invited, we should see that they are, 
at least, acquainted with the objects and the work of our Society 
and given an opportunity to share with us in a work that concerns 
every intelligent Catholic resident of St. Louis and vicinity. 

If we may hope to grow and attain the objects that suggested 
our organization, our immediate care should be to increase our 
membership, create a popular interest in our work and keep our- 
selves constantly in the public eye. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Executive Committee, 
Catholic Historical Society of St. Louis, 
Joun J. TANNRATH, 
Acting Chairman. 


Something in the way of a mild controversy was going on a few 
months since in some of our Ecclesiastical contemporaries, as to who 
should be given the credit of inaugurating in this country the great 
devotion of the Quarant’ Ore. We have no new light to offer on the 
subject, and, therefore, do not wish to go on record for or against 
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anyone of the contestants: Amicus Plato, amicus Aristoteles. Our only 
purpose, in recording this little historical tilt, is to call attention upon 
another, now wide-spread, devotion, on the date and place of whose 
introduction in America there can be neither doubt nor quibbling—we 
mean the Good Friday devotion known as the Tre Ore, in honor of 
the Agony of our Lord. A letter of Father De Andreis, written from 
Bordeaux in the spring of 1816, incidentally traces back the origin of 
the Tre Ore to a Jesuit, the fragrance of whose virtue perfumed the 
Church of South América during the eighteenth century; through 
this saintly missionary, or some of his brethren, the devotion became 
known in Rome, and had grown very popular at the time that Father 
De Andreis resided in the Eternal City. One day, at Bordeaux, the 
Lazarist Missionary, speaking in the hearing of the Archbishop Msgr. 
d’Aviau du Bois de Sanzay, of Catholic life in Italy, mentioned the new 
devotion. As holy week was not far off, the pious prelate, eager to 
leave untried no means to bring back faith too long slumbering in the 
heart of his people, decided to attempt the experiment. He was not, 
however, without some misgivings regarding the success of the ven- 
ture; and, for this reason it was thought better to hold the function, 
not in one of the large churches of the city, but in the relative privacy 
of a Community chapel. Father De Andreis was to be the preacher. 
The success surpassed the most sanguine expectations, the chapel 
proving by far too small for the crowd who turned out in unexpected 
numbers. From these modest beginnings, the devotion of the Tre Ore 
gradually spread to other places in France. 

There is no record that the Louisiana band of missionaries 
attempted to introduce the Tre Ore in Kentucky during their sojourn 
at Bardstown; they felt as yet, even the best two of them, De Andreis 
and Rosati, too much hampered hy their lack of familiarity with the 
English language, to do justice to the subject. Circumstances proved 
much more favorable for Father De Andreis at St. Louis, where the 
majority of the church-going population spoke French. The Holy 
Week, in 1818, was accordingly celebrated, in the old tumble-down 
church, in the most elaborate manner, one of the features of the 
functions on Good Friday being the Tre Ore. Father De Andreis’ 
description of the ceremonies of the day is worth quoting here, as it 
affords unimpeachable evidence of the justice of St. Louis’ claim to 
priority in the holding of the Tre Ore: 

We held the best we could the functions of the Holy Week, with the help 
of Father Prior?, and of Father Savine®, making great use of the stuff brought 
from Europe. The Bishop made the design, and the Brother, with the carpenter, 
built up a Sepulchre which, without exaggeration, would not have been out of 
place in Rome, so magnificent were the draperies, so many the lights, and so 
majestic the appearance of the whole. Two Civic Guards, changing every hour, 
kept faction day and night beforé the Sepulchre; on the evening5, there was 


1Letter to Father Rosati, St. Louis, Apr. 2, 1818. A copy of this letter is in the 
Archives of the Chancery of the Archdiocese of St. Louis. 

2 Father Marie Joseph Durrand, Trappist, formerly of the Monastery on Monks’ Mound; 
he was, in 1818, Pastor of Florissant. 

3 Pastor of Cahokia. 

4 Martin Blanka, C. M., a lay brother. 

5 Holy Thursday. 
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vocal and instrumental music for the Stabat, and the Hymn: Au Sang qu’ un Dieu 
va répandre® .... On Good Friday evening we had the function called the Tre 
Ore carried out in every detail; the setting was magnificent beyond belief. 

Spring is naturally the season of rejoicing. Nature’s renewed 
youth invites men’s hearts to gladness. At no time of this country’s 
history, though, was the spring atmosphere more redolent with the 
fragrance of wholesome joy, than during these months which brought 
back from the war-wasted, blood-soaked and fire-charred fields over- 
seas to this peaceful land of their loved ones our young warriors 
crowned with the wreath of glory. April 30, May 9 and 30, and June 
6, 1919, will be days yet remembered when the sturdy “boys” of today 
will be white-haired veterans of the great world war. 


But there is another kind of heroism than that of the battlefield ; 
there are other ways to evidence—we must not say here: to display— 
that unparalleled love, greater than which no man hath, prompting 
one to give one’s life for the neighbor; there is, indeed, the obscure, 
silent, unheralded, life-long heroism of charity. Most timely and 
fitting, therefore, was the recurrence on Saturday, May 3, amidst the 
glorious home-coming celebrations just mentioned, of the fiftieth anni- 
versary of the arrival in St. Louis of the Little Sisters of the Poor. 
Philanthropy, academic, scientific or otherwise, descants charity as 
uselessly humbling its beneficiaries; as if a glass of water given with 
a sweet smile in the Lord’s name to a brother were not as refreshing 
as a glass of water handed scientifically in the name of humanity. But 
we are not here concerned with Philanthropy’s opinions, whether well- 
founded or not; we are only trying to be one of History’s mouthpieces. 
History would be untrue to her exalted office, did she withhold her 
meed of praise from the heroes and heroines who enrich her crown. 
Of course, a panegyric of the humble and self-sacrificing Little Sisters 
cannot be attempted here; let only their works sing their praise. 
St. Louis deems it an honor to be one of the first cities in the. United 
States to witness, and be benefited by, their devotedness and unremit- 
ting labors. Scarcely indeed had a few months elapsed since the 
landing of the first Sisters on the American shores, when a colony 
of them came here, and opened a home, early in 1869, in four smail 
houses near Ninth and Morgan streets. A year later their work had 
outgrown these accommodations, and the location at T’wenty-second 
and Hebert streets was purchased; there the home was established 
without delay. For more than thirty years this was the only establish- 
ment of the Little Sisters in the city, until, in 1906, the South Side 
home was opened on Grand avenue and Cherokee street. The eyes 
of men may see the relief work done for the aged, and history, leaning 
on statistics, may recount the number of the old men and women cared 
for, and with what solicitude, in these homes; but the spiritual work 
accomplished under the benign and unobtrusive influence of the simple 
Little Sisters, nay, the wonders of grace which have been wrought in 
the innermost recesses of the hearts, who can guess? Who, save God 
alone, can record? 


6 A popular French hymn on the Passion, written by Fénelon. 
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October 26, 1919, the parish of Our Lady of Victories in the 
City of St. Louis, Mo., celebrated its Diamond Jubilee. St. Mary’s 
Church is the second Catholic Church built at St. Louis, and the first 
Church of the diocese erected for the care of the German immigrants. 
The first sermon in German was preached at St. Louis by Rev. Jos. 
Ant. Lutz in St. Mary’s chapel, which stood on Second street, between 
Market and Walnut, on Septuagesima Sunday, January 24, 1834; 
this chapel was the first religious center of the German Catholics of 
the city. The second center was inaugurated at St. Aloysius chapel 
on Ninth street and Washington avenue, in connection with St. Louis 
University, by Rev. P. Helias de Huddeghem, S. J., in September, 
1835. From the first center originated St. Mary’s Parish on Third 
street. The property was bought in February, 1843; the cornerstone 
laid June 25, 1843. The dedication was performed by Bishop Blanc 
of New Orleans, September 15, 1844. From the second center at the 
Jesuit College proceeded St. Joseph’s Church on Biddle street. Also 
for St. Joseph’s the property was acquired in 1843. The laying of the 
cornerstone took place April 21, 1844; the church was dedicated 
August 2, 1846. A> third center for the Germans originated in 1842, 
when P. F. X. Dahmen, C. M., commenced to preach in German in 
the Seminary chapel in Soulard Addition. The services at the Sem- 
inary were later on transferred to St. Vincent’s Church. 


The St. Louis Cathedral—A Sketch, by Rev. John P. Spencer, 
S. T. L., is a neat pamphlet of forty-two pages, brimful of informa- 
tion and interest. For the visitors of our city’s fourth Cathedral—the 
new Cathedral, as it is commonly styled—is this “Sketch” primarily 
intended; but it deserves to reach a much wider circle of readers. 
Call it a Guide, if you like, for it is that indeed, and if you follow it 
as you pace leisurely through the majestic monument it describes, you 
are sure to learn all that your curiosity craves to know; yet nothing 
is further from the style and make-up of the guidebooks in vogue, 
than this unpretentious looking booklet. It gives much more than it 
promises—which is always a pleasant surprise; then, as you go along, 
new and unexpected vistas of Art, Christian faith and Catholic life 
unfold before your wondering gaze; and ere you realize it, you search 
every line, every moulding, every column; you scrutinize anxiously 
every detail of the structure and of the ornamentation, in your new- 
born eagerness not to lose a jot of the symbolism which it was designed 
_to express. What appeals to you is no longer the Cathedral’s “massive 
grandeur, its awesome bulk, its inspiring climb to giddy heights”; you 
see no longer the mighty mass of brick and mortar, or of marble; but 
in every particle you come to feel the warm and palpitating soul of 
the edifice. Father Spencer has mastered all the secrets of the monu- 
ment’s symbolism. To obtain this mastery the soul must be attuned 
to the most subtle and delicate impressions of art and faith: but there 
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is more in the present case; for years the author of the Sketch has 
lived in the shadow of the Cathedral; his eyes have revelled in “the 
harmonious proportions of its lines’; he has visited it “under many 
conditions of light and shade’; the holy mysteries he has celebrated 
under its mystic arches; under its majestic dome his voice has often 
resounded: in this close intimacy he has found it “‘a thing of moods” 
and changes, living and feeling, of which he is enamored—Ais cathe- 
dral, in a word, just as Chartres was Huysmans’. No wonder, then, 
he understands it so well. He knows its past, too, or rather its 
ancestry; and the pages in which he recounts this past are excellent 
pages of history. There are some people who said that this “bit of 
history” is incomplete, and they are willing enough to fill the gap. 
Be it so. Far from blaming the author of the Sketch, we think he 
should rather be congratulated on the score of his perfect historical 
taste ; for since when, and on what grounds should gossip be tolerated 
in history’s exclusive society? 


No two publications stand outwardly in more glowing contrast 
than the thin, small-sized, unadorned, insignificant looking, paper- 
covered brochure of Father Spencer and the infolio, abundantly and 
beautifully illustrated and richly printed volume containing the first 
installment of the History of the Diocese of Belleville, by the Rev. 
Frederic Beuckman. This large tome came forth as the St. John’s 
Orphanage Edition of THE MESSENGER. This explains the large space 
given to biographical data concerning a number of Catholic people, 
whether they be the offspring of early settlers in Illinois or immigrants 
of a more recent date. We understand that such biographical items, 
worthy of record though many of them are, will not enter into the 
fabric of the History of the Diocese of Belleville. Meanwhile, it is 
good they should have been preserved in an edition such as that to 
which we are referring. 

Father F. Beuckman has, in this edition, limited his scope to only 
two of the counties which form the Diocese of Belleville. It must be 
noticed, however, that in the history of the Catholic Church in the 
State of Illinois, these two counties—St. Clair and Randolph—occupy 
the very first rank, as within their actual limits were established the 
first churches : Kaskaskia, Cahokia, Fort de Chartres, Prairie du Rocher 
are names around which centered all the Catholicity of the Middle 
West in the first part of the eighteenth century. To us, on the west 
side of the Mississippi, the Catholic history of St. Clair and Randolph 
Counties affords a special interest, for from the time when Bishop 
Du Bourg landed on our shores (1818) until the erection of the See 
of Chicago (1843) these territories were, by mutual agreement of the 
Bishops of Bardstown and Vincennes, on the one hand, and the Bishops 
of St. Louis on the other, ruled from the latter place. 

’ Kaskaskia, Cahokia, Prairie du Rocher recur in our annals of 
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that time as often as Ste. Genevieve, St. Charles or Old Mines; and 
the names of Fathers Meurin, Gibault, de Saint Pierre, Lusson, Didier, 
Ollivier, Savine, Lutz, Doutreluingne, Loisel, de Neckere, Timon, Ver- 
gani, Cellini, Dahmen, Van Cloostere, Lefevere, which bespangle the 
pages of the Parish Records of these old places are all names familiar 
and dear of good pioneer priests of St. Louis. Every Catholic of 
Missouri, had he only a faint spark of pride in the past of his Church, 
owes, therefore, a debt of gratitude to Father F. Beuckman, and must 
wish earnestly for the completion of a work, the first fruits of which 
are so full of promise. We cannot but repeat to him the kind words 
of the late Bishop Janssen, wishing him Godspeed on his laborious 
task: they are just as much in season now as they were eight years 
ago: “You, dear Father, have shown a most intelligent interest in the 
history of the Church in your Diocese. . . . We wish you God’s 
blessing in the undertaking.” 


During the year which has elapsed since the appearance of the 
first number of the Review, the Archives of the Catholic Historical 
Society of St. Louis have received a notable increase, by means of 
copies of documents secured from various places, mostly from the 
Archives of Propaganda in Rome. We submit here a list of these 
additions, expressing, in the name of the Historical Society, our heart- ' 
felt thanks to the persons whose generosity (the copyist is worthy of 
his hire, even in Rome, let it be remembered!) has made possible this 
growth of our Archival treasure. 


ARCHIVES OF PROPAGANDA. 
Atti, 1814. 


Ff. 153 ss. September 14. On the election of Msgr. Du Bourg, as Bishop of 
New Orleans, and on the boundaries, revenues and condition of that Diocese 
(five or six pages bear on the conduct of Father Anthony de Sedella until 1815). 

Ff. 195 ss. December 14. On the new Diocese to be created in Louisiana 
(the disagreement of Sedella with Walsh and Oliver is rehearsed at length). 


Congregazioni Particolari 
Vol, 137. Ff. 1-7. March, 1764. On the spiritual government of the French 
colonies in America. 
LETTERS, 


Armstrong, minister plenipotentiary of the United States in France, 1815 
or 1816. On religious toleration in America (Archives of Propaganda. Serit- 
ture referite nei congresst. America Centrale, del Canada all’ Istmo de Panama. 


IV, No. 7). 


Carbry, Thomas, Rev. O. P. Summary, made by a Secretary of Prop., of a 
long letter of Rev. T. Carbry to the Card. Prefect, New York, July 30, 1817, on 
the evil state of the diocese of Baltimore (A. P., ScRnC. IV, f. 469). 
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Carroll, John, Archbishop. To Cardinal Litta, n. d., but authentified by the 
Archbp. of Bordeaux, July 18, 1815. Recommends Du Bourg,! who is going to 
Rome (Jbid., f. 337). 


——To the same. Baltimore, July 17, 1815. On the choice of bishops for 
vacant Sees (/bid., ff. 338-359). 

—To the same. Baltimore, Oct. 10, 1815. Summary of letters written 
in previous years about episcopal appointments; would regret the appointment 
of W. V. Harold, O. P., to Philadelphia. Recommends Father Nerinckx, who 
goes to Rome (Jbid., ff. 349-350). 

Cheverus, John Bishop. To Cardinal Litta, Georgetown, November 24, 1817. 
On the news that he has been made Coadjutor of the Archbishop of Baltimore 
(lJbid., ff. 389-390). 

——Same letter, with variants. (Jbid., ff. 391-392). 

—Same letter, with variants (Jbid., ff. 429-430). 

To Cardinal Litta. Boston, February 7, 1817. Begs to be allowed to 
remain in his diocese; reports the state of the diocese (Jbid., ff. 416-417). 

To Cardinal Litta. Boston, June 18, 1872.2 Asks certain faculties concern- 
ing matrimonial cases; expresses his satisfaction about the appointment of 
Maréchal to the Coadjutorship of Baltimore, and beseeches not to be trans- 
ferred (Jbid., ff. 455-457). 

De Andreis, Felix, Rev., C. M., to his brother, Vincenzo De Andreis, Rome, 
July 27, 1812. Intended journey home; dissuades his brother to undertake the 
trip to Rome. (Recently discovered—Archives of C. M., Rome.) 

—To the same. Rome, July 6, 1814. Thanks for money sent; regrets that his 
father did not get back his former office; about his brother’s intended trip to 
Rome; complains of ill health. (Recently discovered—Archives of C. M., 
Rome. ) 

~——To Rev. De Petris, C. M., Superior of Piacenza, Bordeaux, February 12, 
1816. Reception in Bordeaux; religious conditions in France. (Recently dis- 
covered. Jbid.) 

To his brother, Vincenzo De Andreis, Bordeaux, March 18, 1816. Recep- 
tion in Bordeaux. (Recently discovered. Jbid.) 

To the same. Bordeaux, June 5, 1816. How he has been treated in Bor- 
deaux. Affection for his family. (Recently discovered. Ibid.) 

-——To the same. Baltimore, September 3, 1816. Explains why he did not go 
home to Cuneo when he passed through Turin. The voyage; Baltimore. Love 
of family must yield to love of God and zeal for souls. (Recently discovered. 
Ibid. 

“ee Father Sicardi. Vic. Gen. C.Ms, Pittsburgh, September 22, 1816. 
Voyage to America. (A. P. ScRnC. III, ff. 382-383.) 

To the same. Bardstown, January 5, 1817. How received by Bishop Flaget; 
Bardstown; news of his campaigns; his desire to evangelize the Indians. 

To the same. Bardstown, May 20, 1817. Complains of ill health. Rosati’s 
mission to Vincennes. Missionary life and experiences in Kentucky; wishes to 
be discharged of Superiorship. (Archives of C. M., Rome.) 
To Father Baccari, Vic. Gen. C.M., St. Louis, September 3, 1818 His 
work in St. Louis; Father Acquaroni sent to Portage de Sioux; expectations. 
St. Vincent de Paul made secondary patron of the Diocese (A. P., ScRnC., 
ove. 0). f 
o, the same. St. Louis, December 7, 1818. Transfer of the Seminary 
from Barostown to the Barrens; death and burial of Father Joseph Carretti ; 
opening of the Novitiate in St. Louis; worries over the band on their way; 
religious condition in Upper Louisiana (A. P., Ibid., 46). 

Itinerario Italo-Gallo-Americano (A. P., Ibid., Lp 


1 We do not see by what kind of reading Mr. Carl Russell Fish (Guide to the Materials 
for American History in Roman and other Italian Archives, p. 176), has made out the name 
Brurius 

2 Carl Russell Fish here again prevaricates attributing this letter to the Archbishop of 
Baltimore (Guide, p. 178). 
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To Father Bartolomeo Colucci, C. M., St. Louis, February 9, 1819. Has not 
seen Rosati and Acquaroni for months. Thanks for subjects sent to America; 
his work; Indians of the neighborhood; consolations and trials (A. P., Ibid., 
66). 


To the priests of Monte Citorio, St Louis, June 21, 1819. Work in Louisi- 
ana; races, languages; progress of Catholicity; condition of the slaves; his first 
preaching to a party of Indians. Men’s Sodality erected in St. Louis (A. P., 
Ibid., 92). 

To Father Baccari. St. Louis, July 7, 1819. Father Ferrari gone to Vin- 
cennes, Bishop Du Bourg to the Barrens; the latter has petitioned Propaganda 
for a Coadjutor, begs Father Baccari to oppose his appointment. First com- 
munion in St. Louis. Refusal of Christian burial. Question as to the length of 
Father Cellini’s novitiate. Need of lay Brothers (A. P. Jbid., 102). 


——To the same. St. Louis, September 23, 1819. Father Rosati went to St. 
Louis. Work in St. Louis. Purposes to go in October to give a Mission at 
Portage de Sioux Relic of St. Vincent. The Barrens. Consolations (A. P., 
Ibid., 122). 

De Neckere, Leo, C.M., Bishop. To P. Doutreluingne. Ghyseghem, July 
16, 1827. Appointment of Father De Wailly as Superior General C. M. . Asks 
for copies of Niel’s Notice of the Louisiana Mission (Catholic Archives of 
America. Notre Dame. Bishops and Archbishops of New Orleans). 
——tTo the same, Amiens, September 19, 1827. Feels much better. Has received 
money for Father Badin. Asks again for copies of. Notice of the Louisiana 
Mission (Ibid). 
—To Rev. John Timon. New Orleans, November 30, 1832. Sends inten- 
acres Cholera; devotedness of the Sisters of Charity; all the priests spared 

id). 

Doutreluingne, Peter, C. M., Rev., to Bishop Blanc, Baton Rouge, October 
be of Catholic Congregation of Norfolk; reports that the American bishops 
wish to be independent from Propaganda (A. P., ScRnC. III, 487-489). 


Dautreluingue, Peter, C. M., Rev., to Bishop Blanc. Baton Rouge, October 
16, 1841. Thanks for intentions. Father Jourdan settled at West Baton Rouge. 
Mission a Monchak (Catholic Archives of America, Notre Dame, /bid). 


—To the same. Baton Rouge, November 20, 1841. Acknowledges receipts 
of intentions. A storm at the West Baton Rouge Rectory, caused by Father 
Jourdan’s housekeeper (Jbid). 


Du Bourg, Louis William, Bishop, to Father Bruté, Cape Henry, December 
5, 1810. Trusts that Bruté will run the house well in his (D. B.’s) absence. 
(Catholic Archives of America, Notro Dame, Bishops and Archbishops of New 
Orleans, 14). 
—rTo Father Tessier. Conewago, August 28, 1812. Why he does not stay for 
the Provincial Council (C. A. of A., N. D., Ibid., 9). 


To Father Bruté. Conewago, August 28, 1812. His affection has not dimin- 
ished; begs that Bruté speak always candidly (/bid., 10). 


To the same. Baltimore, October 13, 1812, Asks him to obtain speedily from 
Bishop Carroll the letters he needs for New Orleans (Jbid., 12). 


To the same. New Orleans, September 1, 1813. Difficulties and consola- 
tions. Tries to have Trappists in Louisiana. About Ward, of whom he has 
accepted the guardianship (/bid., 11). 


To the same. Pointe Coupée, September 13, 1814. The true story of his 
approval of the Biblical Society Tesstament (/bid., 8). 

To Father Anthony de Sedalla, O.M.C. New Orleans, April 29, 1815. 
Announces the appointment of Father Sibourd as Vicar General (A. P., 
Sonn. JIE £2350); 

-~—To the same. New Orleans, May 2, 1815. Vindicates his right to appoint 
a Vicar General (A. P., Jbid.). 
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——To the same. New Orleans, May 3, 1815. States he is not Father Olivier’s, 
but the Archbishop’s successor. Has the right to go to Rome, and is sole 
judge of his reasons therefor; has the Archbishop’s sanction. His last resort, 
if Sedella remains coutumacious, is to report the matter to Rome (A. P., [bid.). 


—To the Cardinal Prefect of Propaganda, Bordeaux, July 12, 1815. Is com- 
ing to Rome to lay the condition of the Church in New Orleans before the 
Holy See. Sedella refuses to acknowledge Vicar General’s authority. Necessity 
to uphold authority (A. P., Jbid., f. 333). 


-—To Father Bruté. Rome, September 5, 1815. Expects to see the Pope next 
cay; saw William Seton and the Filicchis at Leghorn. Will work to have 
Maréchal appointed at Philadelphia. Is “monsignored” by everybody. Pious 
walks in Rome (Catholic Archives of America, Notre Dame, 1. c., 25). 


——To Cardinal Prefect of Propaganda. Rome, December 30, 1815. Anent 
accusations spread by malcontent ecclesiastics against De Andreis and Monte 
Citorio. A certain text-book suspected of heresy has been submitted to the 
Master-of the S. Palaces (A. P., Jbid., f. 351). 


To the Ambassador of France in Rome. Rome, January 5 or 6, 1816. Asks 
him to use his influence to obtain from Propaganda 600 scudi (A. P., Ibid., f. 
= a 

——To Cardinal Litta.4 Rome, January 6, 1816. Recommends the Rev. Edmund 
Burke (A, P.. [bid.,. £. 353). 

-——To Cardinal Doria Pamphili.5 Rome, January 7, 1816. Recommends the 
bearer, and asks that he be admitted among the “Propagandists” at Monte Citorio 
pene e, iota: ft. 354). 


-——To Cardinal Doria Pamphili.6 Florence, January 9, 1816. Reminds him of 
the promise of a subsidy from Propaganda. Announces the death of Archbishop 
Carroll (A. P., Ibid., f. 352). 

— To Cardinal Litta.7 Bologna, February 9, 1816. Removes the Cardinal’s 
misgivings with regard to promised subsidy. Anent a Cathedral Chapter for 
New Orleans. Urges the speeding of Maréchal’s Bulls. Death of Archbishop 


Carroll; it would be expedient to give a Coadjutor to Archbishop Neale and 
to send him the Pallium (A. P., Ibid., f. 358). 


—To Cardinal A. Dugnani.8 Lyons, December 28, 1816. Thanks for favo-s 
received. Why he went to Paris instead of reporting at once to his Diocese. 
Explains he received no such orders, even received approval of the course 
followed (A. P., [bid.. f. 387). 


--—To Father Bruté. Paris, April 22, 1817 (only part is extant). Has done 
well to delay starting for America (Catholic Archives of America, Notre Dame, 
Ibid., 24). 

--—To the same. Baltimore, October, 1817. Asks for some money (Jbid., 23). 
-——To the same. Pittsburgh, November 13, 1817. Journey from Baltimore to 
Pittsburgh (Jbid., 22). 

—--To the same St. Louis, July 4, 1818. Anent a Mrs. Ridgely (Jbid., 7). 
—To Father Moni. St. Louis, September 15, 1818. Has no faculty to grant 
matrimonial dispensation to brother and sister-in-law. Might apply to Rome 
PAL)... Ibid., 38). 

—tTo Cardinal Litta. St. Louis, June 7, 1819. Asks the permission for Father 
Cellini to practice medicine, and for himself faculty to grant dispensation super 
impedimento disparitatis cultus, etiam pro matrimoniis ineundis (A. P., Ibid., 


IV, 88). 


3 Published in the St. Lours CatuHoric Historica Review, October, 1918, p. 75 ff. 

* Published in the St. Louis CatuHoric Historicat REVIEW, January, 1919, p. 127 ff. 
5 Published in the St. Lourts CatHoric Historicat Review, /. c., p. 128 foll. 

8 Published ibid., p. 129 foll. 

7 Published tbid., p. 132 foll. 

8 Published ibid., April 1919, p. 184 foll. 
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-~-—To Father Bruté. St. Louis, October 4, 1819. About one Rodgers, a work- 
man sent by Bruté. Complains of the latter’s reserve; protests that his own 
friendly sentiments are undiminished. St. Sulpice and Emmitsburg. Inglesi: 
“Prodigies of our wonder-worker of Bardstown” (Catholic Archives of America, 
Ibid., 19). 

———To Cardinal Fontana. St. Louis, February 2, 1820. Father Ercolani, whose 
coming had been announced, has not arrived. Why he cannot send an English- 
speaking priest to New York (A. P., Jbid., IV, 141). 

—-.-—To Father Bruté. St. Louis, July 22, 1820. A misunderstanding cleared up 
about $200. Inglesi: neminem habeo tam unanimem. Mrs. Charles Smith is 
building a convent at Opelousas; he asks for Sisters of Charity. Lamennais 
(Catholic Archives of America, Ibid., 20). 


——-Limits of the Parish of St. Charles du Grand Coteau des Opelousas. 
March 10, 1821 (Catholic Archives of America, Jbid.). 


To the inhabitants of Vincennes. St. Louis, January 22, 1822. Was pleased 
at their petition to keep Father Blanc; sorry he cannot satisfy them. They 
have Father Ferrari; he will send soon Father Dahmen (Catholic Archives of 
America, /bid., 1). 

——Neéw limits assigned to the Parish of St. Charles du Grand Coteau, May 
15, 1822 (Catholic Archives of America, bid.) 


—To Father Bruté. St. Louis, July 6, 1822. There has been a misunder- 
standing between them. Beginnings of the Indian Missions; wishes to see 
Bruté applied to this work. Will go East in the fall. Consoling progress of 
Catholicity in St. Louis (Catholic Archives of America, Jbid., 21). 


——To the same. December 8, 1822. Has written about Bruté’s affair. Will 
go back shortly to Washington (Jbid., 13). 

To Bishop Edward Fenwick. Near New Orleans, July 6, 1823. Father 
Borgna and Louis Du Bourg will help the Bishop of Cincinnati in Europe. 
Du Bourg wants a Coadjutor, “and none but the Rev. Joseph Rosati.” Would 
prefer Rev. Enoch Fenwick to Power for the new Diocese contemplated; 
would also prefer Badin to Richard for Detroit, and Hill as Coadjutor of 
Cincinnati (Catholic Archives of America, Jbid., 5). 


To Father Anduze. New Orleans, September 11, 1824. Bishop’s concera 
for Anduze, who just escaped being victim of a grave accident. Will go later 
to Grand Coteau. Is afraid De Neckere may refuse to take charge (Catholic 
Archives of America, [bid., Ms. Anduze). 


To Father Bruté. New Orleans, February 16, 1825. Congratulates him 
about his return. Affairs of France; good-and evil. Concern about Father 
Blanc’s delayed return. Great expense to fit up the Ursuline Convent as 
Episcopal residence. The late Empress of Mexico, Mrs. Iturbide, asks that 
her four daughters might be received for awhile at St. Joseph’s, Emmitsburg 
and her boy at “the Mountain” (Catholic Archives of America, Ibid., 15). 


——To Bishop Edward Fenwick. New Orleans, March 9, 1825. Asks him to 
try in the Diocese of Cincinnati one Mr. Chignard, who cannot be accepted in 
that of New Orleans (Catholic Archives of America, /bid., 3). 


——To the same. New Orleans, January 10, 1826. He thinks Bishop Fenwick 
too strict in matters where his former vow of poverty is’ concerned (disposal 
of some property in favor of the Dominicans of Ohio). Agreement with the 
Jesuits in the Louisiana Diocese (Catholic Archives of America, Jbid., 2). 


—To Father Bruté. Cincinnati, May 18, 1826. Is on his way to Europe; offers 
his services to Bruté and Dubois; requests prayers (Catholic Archives of 
America, [bid., 6). 


——To the same. Montauban, October 10, 1829. Is sending two seminarians 
to America. Council of Baltimore. Sends a lithograph of himself (Catholic 
Archives of America, Jbid., 17). 
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——tTo the same. Paris, May 5, 1830. Thanks God for progress of religion 
in America. Council of Baltimore. In Paris, translation of the relics of 
St. Vincent de Paul. Dubois still in Rome. Nuncio assures that Rome is very 
much interested in affairs of America. Glad that Sisters from St. Joseph’s 
are at St. Louis and New Orleans (Catholic Archives of America, /bid., 16). 


To the same. Paris, October 2, 1831. Recommends the bearer, Mr. Arnold 
Bodin, a young man of New Orleans, who has just completed his college 
course in France and wishes to spend some time at Mt. St. Mary’s (Catholic 
Archives of America, [bid., 18). 


mreciagux, Pb. S. 5S. 1o Cardinal Dugnani Paris, June 28, 1816. Respectfully 
represents that choosing Sulpiciaus for Bishopries in America weakens the 
Seminary. Difficulty of sending others to Baltimore (A. P., ScRnC., III, f. 374). 

Fiaget, Benedict Joseph, Bishop. To Cardinal ?. St. Thomas’ Seminary, 
April 11, 1815. Recalls their first interview in Paris. Begs, 1, that the Pope 
send Father Nerinckx back to Kentucky; 2, that Father David, proposed for 
the See of Philadelphia, be left at Bardstown; 3, faculties to receive Catholics 
into certain Confraternities, and power to delegate (A. P., Jbid., III, f. 327). 


Gerbaud, Brother. To Bishop Du Bourg. Lyons, April 21, 1816. Will send 
some Christian Brothers to Louisiana (A. P., Jbid., £. 366). 


Harold, James Rev. (parish priest near Dublin). To His Holiness. Bor- 
deaux, October 7, 1814. Exiled from Ireland in 1798; after 12 years, going to 
Rio Janeiro, heard that Wm. Vincent Harold, his nephew, was in the United 
States; went to see him. Three years later was permitted to go back to 
Ireland. Begs that nothing be settled about the appointment at Philadelphia, 
until the Holy See hears from the Bishop of Dublin; pleads for the appoint- 
ment of an Irishman (A. P., Jbid., f. 308). 


Invito Sacro, to solicit donations on behalf of the Louisiana Mission, 
Rome, 1815 (A. P., Jbid., f. 309). 


Maréchal, Ambrose, Archbishop. To Cardinal Litta. Baltimore, December 
1, 1816. Since the Cardinal does not command him to accept the See of Phila- 
delphia, he refuses. Archbishop Neale approves his refusal, but wants him 
for Coadjutor. Du Bourg should return. quam primum to his Diocese; David 
ought to be appointed at Philadelphia; it would be well to appoint Cheverus 
eventual successor of Carroll (A. P., /bid., II], f. 393). 


——Same letter, with variants (Jbid., f. 395). 

——To Cardinal Litta. Baltimore, March 15, 1817. Much depends in America 
on the choice of a Coadjutor for Baltimore. Has seen Cheverus lately, and 
repeats his petition in the latter’s favor (A. P., Jbid., f. 419). 

-—Same letter, with variants (/bid., f. 421). 

-~—Same letter with other variants (/bid., 423). 

—To Cardinal Litta. Baltimore, June 25, 1817. Archbishop Neale died May 
18, at Georgetown. His (Maréchal’s) appointment will sound the death knell 
of St. Mary’s Seminary; urges the appointment of Cheverus for Baltimore and 


of David for Philadelphia. Critical condition of the Churches of Charleston 
and Norfolk (A. P., Ibid., f. 459). 

-~—Same letter, with variants (/bid., f. 461). 

——To Cardinal ?. Baltimore, June 27, 1817. Recalls their meeting at Lyons: 
“A friend in need.” Glad his appointment at Philadelphia is cancelled; David 
is the logical man. To make him Archbishop of Baltimore is to ruin the 


Seminary; Cheverus is the man for that See. About Miss Jefferson, of Rich- 
mond (A. P., Jbid., f. 463). 


——Testimonial of his Consecration given on December 16, 1817, and signed by: 


Bishops John Cheverus, of Boston and John Connolly, of New York (A. P., 
Tbid., £. 495). 
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——To Cardinal Litta. Baltimore, December 26, 1817. Received Bulls on Novem- 
ber 10; obedience alone made him to submit; was consecrated on December 
14. Cannot send now a report of the Diocese. Asks for the Pallium. Sent 
the Rev. Bonav. McGuire, O. F. M., to Philadelphia; begs that the Island of 
Santa Cruz be placed under the spiritual jurisdiction of some Irish Bishop; 
asks for matrimonial dispensations. The affair of Norfolk has been mis- 
represented to the Holy See; the erection of an Episcopal See at Norfolk is 
simply preposterous; that of a new See, including both Carolinas and Georgia, 
would be advisable, but it cannot be done just now. Gallagher’s contumacious- 
ness and double-dealing (A. P., /bid., f. 496). 

Marliani, Charles. To Countess Caroline Durini. New Orleans, November 
23, 1818. Found at Philadelphia the Vicar General of New Orleans; arrived in 
the latter city on November 15. Religious conditions there (A. P., /bid., IV, 44). 

Neale, Leonard, Archbishop. To Cardinal Litta, Georgetown, April 11, 
1817. Difficulties prompting to reserve for better times the publication of the 
Decrees of the Council of Trent on Matrimony (A. P., Jbid., III, f. 427). 

Same letter, with slight variants (/bid., f. 428). 

Odin, John Mary, Archbishop. To Rev. John Timon, C. M. Barrens, Novem- 
ber 20, 1826. Glad he has begun to preach in St. Louis ;9 ought not to be afraid. 
News of the Seminary. Rome has appointed Mr. De Wailly Superior General 
C.M.; the Congregation has been introduced in Brazil. Sundry items of infor- 
mation (Catholic Archives of America. Notre Dame. Bishops and Archbishops 
of New Orleans, L, 21). 

——To the same. St. Genevieve, April- 10, 1828. Vergani going South; De 
Neckere is appointed Rosati’s Coadjutor (/bid., 20). 

To the same. Paris, late 1833 or early 1834.19 Apparition of the Miraculous 
Medal, and wonderful cure of a priest by it. Dismal condition of Europe (/bid., 
19). 


To the same. Florence, August 19, 1834. About the Baroness de Milange, 
who has a land claim in Arkansas. Brother Capaldo. Asks information con- 
cerning one Mr. Dumarest, gunsmith in the Attakapas (/bid., 18). 

To the same. Genoa, December 24, 1834. Has promises of priests and 
clerics, and has already the money for the trip. Recommends the transfer of 
the novitiate to Cape Girardeau. The Pope desires something should be done 
for the Indians. About physical apparatus for the Barrens. Sisters of Charity 
established in Piedmont. What a great thing if the American Sisters would 
unite! Results of his collection (/bid., 31). 

——To the same. Cape Girardeau, May 14, 1836. Father Paillasson goes to 
Florissant to make his Novitiate. Offers of real estate at the Cape (/bid., 30). 
—-To the same. Cape Girardeau, May 21, 1836. About some pieces of 
property for sale at the Cape (J/bid., 29). 

——To the same. Cape Girardeau, June 14, 1836. Contract for the house ought 
to be given soon. Various subscriptions for the church (/bid., 28). 

——To the same. Cape Girardeau, July 3, 1836. Loaned some money to Mr. 
Bernard Layton. Some property good to buy. The well (Jbid., 10). 

To the same. Cape Girardeau, July 23, 1836. Offers of property (/bid., 27). 
To the same. Cape Girardeau, August 24, 1836. Some good property 
obtainable The well finished; its cost. Clearing the farm. Simonin improv- 
ing. Bargains in mills (/bid., 26). 

To the same. St. Mary’s Seminary, September 18, 1837. Bishop Rosati 
at the Seminary; will consecrate the Church on October 29. News of the 
Seminary. Death of Father Van Quickenborne, August 17, at Portage de Sioux. 
Statistics of the parish. Building of a church opposite Chester (Jbid., 1). 


® Timon had gone to St. Louis to preach the Jubilee. 
3° About two-fifths of the double sheet on which this letter was written are lost (upper 
portion). 
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—To the same. St. Genevieve, March 22, 1838. News of the Mission (lbid., 


a)’ 

To the same. St. Mary’s Seminary, May 1, 1839. Three college boys ran 
away in his absence (Jbid., 3). 
To the same New Orleans, May 14, 1840. Little success in collecting bills. 
Several boys going to College (/bid., 4). 
To the same. New Orleans, Ascension Day, 1840. Went to the Seminary; 
got some money there and from Donaldsonville. Difficulty to fit up the Texas 
Mission. Needs at Natchitoches (/bid., 5). 


To the same. New Orleans, June 1, 1840. Difficulties to fit the Texas 
Mission; business very dull in New Orleans (Jbid., 6). 


——To the same, New Orleans, June 26, 1840. Leaves the next day for Texas. 
Kindness of Father Moni. Money received from various quarters (Jbid., 22). 


—To the same. Lynnville, July 14, 1840. Arrived yesterday. Shameful 
conduct of two Mexican priests of San Antonio. Church of Victoria; Estany 
remained there (J/bid., 9). 


To the same. Houston, July 16, 1841. There is depression all over the 
country. Necessity to have priest’s house at every station. Stehle left for the 
States; was unpopular. Difficulties for finishing the church at Galveston. No 
money; crops have failed. Church at La Baca progressing. Rumors of war 
(Ibid., 34). 

To the same. Galveston, June 20, 1842. Good Catholic prospects in Gal- 
veston. Church at Houston nearly completed; will cost about $1,150. Damage 
done by the Texas militia in and around San Antonio, at Corpus Christi, at 
Galveston. Congress to meet at Houston, June 27, and discuss war with Mexico. 
Emigration (Jbid., 32). 

To the same. Galveston, August 20, 1842. General Houston vetoed war bill 
of Congress. Volunteers starving; to be disbanded and go back to the States, 
quite disgusted. Trouble ahead. Fair news from Catholics at Houston. Will 
build a chapel on the Brazos, below Richmond. News from Calvo and Estany 
dispiriting ; San Antonio is ruined and being abandoned. Great tide of emigra- 
tion from Europe.. Priests needed. About a French nun who wished to go to 
Texas (lbid., 25). 


To the same. Houston, February 1, 1843. About one Father Uquhart, who 
wished to go to Texas. Casting bells for Houston and Galveston. Better 
Catholic prospects at Galveston. Should he go to the next Council of Balti- 
more (/bid., 24)? 

To the same. Galveston, December 31, 1843. Glad to have a home. About 
Brother Vicari. Fathers Schneider and Ogé. Condition of Catholicity in Gal- 
veston fair. Emigration (Jbid., 17). 


To the same. Galveston, January 26, 1844. Brother Vicari again. His 
own health poor (/bid., 16). 


To the same. Galveston, April 16, 1844. Brother Vicari gone. Galveston 
increasing rapidly, and so are Catholic needs: a larger church, a convent; hence 
necessity to go to Europe. Catholic increase in Texas; need of more priests. 
Treaty between Texas and the Indians; might mean starting Indian missions. 
One of the German priests has left—not regretted (/bid., 8). 

To Father Rousselon. New Orleans. San Antonio, September 22, 1844. 
Death of Father Paquin (J/bid., 23). 


To Father Timon, Galveston, December 11, 1844 Death of Father Paquin 
and illness of Father Brands. Fruits of his journey to the West. Laid corner- 
stone of new church at Castroville on September 12. The other German priest 
gone, too; had a forged Exeat. Fell very sick on the La Baca river. Asks 
Timon’s opinion about his going to Europe (Jbid., 15). 
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——To the same. Paris, May 30, 1845. Saw Mrs. Delaney. Some uneasiness 
felt in Paris about American houses; 24,000 francs have been sent to Timon. 
Has presented a memorandum on the Texas Missions to the Propagation of 
the Faith. Saw the Queen; expects something from her. Good prospects for 
establishments in Mexico. Superior General opposed to the erection of a 
Bishopric in Texas. Saw Mr. Castro (/bid., 14). 


To the same. Turin, August 1, 1845. Surprised to hear that Timon is in 
Paris. Asked Sisters of Charity for Galveston and San Antonio; found a 
few recruits in Lyons. Little success in collecting. Intends to go to Vienna on 
leaving Rome. Might get a few Sisters of St. Charles (Lyons); or, should he 
not rather ask for Sisters from Kentucky (J/bid., 13)? 

—To the same. Turin, August 2, 1845. Some clerics here are anxious to 
go to America. Providing for the deaf and dumb. About Sister Foutbonne’s 
departure from Missouri. No hope of getting anything (/bid., 12). 

To the same. Turin, August 8, 1845. Cannot see the king. Father Durando 
advises opening a college at San Antonio. Feasibility of the plan (Jbid., 11). 

To Father ? San Antonio, August 21, 1857. Grants dispensation. Would 
like to see him, but circumstances are unfavorable; better postpone trip to 
next year. Blessed the new Church at San Antonio last Sunday (Jbid., 33). 

To Father Sorin, C.SS.C. New Orleans, December 18, 1865. Had been 
unable to visit certain parts of the Diocese during the war; has just made 
a complete tour. Expresses satisfaction about the Ave Maria; sends subscrip- 
tion (Jbid.). 

To T. Fitzwilliams, Esq., Secretary of the Cath. Pub. Co., New Orleans. 
New Orleans, December 29, 1868. Ill health prévents his being present at the 
meeting. Rev. J. B. Duffy cannot act as Director of the company, nor can 
Rev. Thos. Smith. Suggests Rev. Cornelius Moynihan for Vice-President. 
Very Reverend N. J. Perché will continue as President. (Lately discovered.) 


Quarantotti, John B., Cardinal. To Msgr. Pedicini, Secretary of Propa- 
ganda. Rome, February 25, 1819. Recommends Father Augustine Ereolani for 
the American Missions; the same shall be presented on the morrow to Card. 
PontanacCA 2b. of eV. 107). y 

Rosati, Joseph, C.M., Bishop. To Father Colucci, St. Mary’s Seminary, 

March 2, 1819. Apostolic poverty; the house worse than the worst in the Sabine 
mountains; the church of the same kind. Lots of things wanting that are cheap 
in Rome; books will be especially welcome (A. P., Jbid., 69). 
——To Father Thomas ? St. Mary’s Seminary March 6, 1819. Situation of 
the Seminary. Rapid increase of the population; the climate; the food; produce 
of the land. Benefits brought to the country by the coming of the Bishop. 
News of the personnel. Hope of conversions . The Seminary prospects; books 
are greatly wanted (A. P., Ibid., 70). 


——To Father Anduze. New Orleans, April 12, 1827. Does not want him 
to leave the country for good (Catholic Archives of America, Bishops and 


Archbishops of New Orleans, Ms, Anduze). 


Rossetti, John Mary. To Cardinal Prefect of Propaganda, Milan, April 
11, 1818. Three missionaries wish to go with him to America (A. P., [bid., 
IV is23): Wi, ; 
——To the same. Genoa, May 2, 1818. Nine of his companions joined him 
at Genoa; two did not show up. No means of sailing from there (A. P., /bid., 
28). 


To the same. Leghorn, June 17, 1818. Could not sail from Genoa. The 
whole band (fifteen) is to sail from Leghorn on the 25th for Philadelphia. 
Asks a letter of recommendation for the Bishop of Philadelphia (A. P., bid., 
26). 

——To the same. Leghorn, July 1, 1818. Thanks for the letter of recom- 
mendation received. Hope to sail the next day (A. P., [bid., 27). 
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—-To the same. Philadelphia, November 5, 1818. Landed on October 1; 
reported at once to the Bishop; the C. M.’s of the band started at once for 
Missouri; other two for New Orleans. Waiting (A. P., Zbid., 125). 
——To his brother, Antonio Rossetti. Philadelphia, April 10, 1819. Expecis 
to start in two months for St. Louis. The Indians well disposed (A. P., /bid., 
78). 
——To the Cardinal Prefect of Propaganda. Philadelphia, June 21, 1819. Diffi- 
culties met on landing; no need of them. Bishop Du Bourg wrote they should 
have gone straight to Missouri. Cannot now before the fall (ill health). Divi- 
sions in the Church of Philadelphia; lack of zeal of priests and of fervor 
of Catholics great obstacles to conversion of Protestants; deplores the fact 
that the Bishop is “stipendiato” by the people (A. P., Jbid., 93). 
——To the same. Philadelphia, Nov. 5, 1819. Will start on the 7th for Mis- 
souri. Dissatisfied that Bishop Du Bourg wished him to set out during the 
summer. Misgivings (A. P., Jbid., 126). 
——To Cardinal Fontana. Freedonia (?), near the Barrens, November 22, 
1820. Hardships experienced on the journey to Missouri. Arrived at the 
Barrens on January 4. Went to St. Louis after a few days, and returned to 
the Barrens. Visit of the Bishop to the spring. Wants them to join the 
C. M.’s. Personally is willing; two of his companions still hesitating. Death of 
Father De Andreis. Begs the approval of the Cardinal (A. P., Ibid., 169). 

Rotelli, Settimio, Vicar General of the Augustinians. To Msgr. Pedicini, 
Secretary of Propaganda. Rome, March 12, 1819. Father Ercolani had not 
stated he wanted to go to America. Judgment on his character (A. P., Jbid., 
106). 

Sedella, Anthony de, O.M.C. To Bishop Du Bourg. New Orleans, May 
1, 1815. Asks by virtue of what faculties Du Bourg has appointed a Vicar 
General (A. P., /bid., f. 331). 
——To the same. New Orleans, May 3, 1815. Has only the faculties possessed 
by his predecessor, Father Olivier, therefore has no right to appoint a Vicar 
General. Cannot absent himself except for very grave reasons and with per- 
mission of the Pope, or, at least, the Archbishop (A. P., Jbid., f. 333). 

Tessier, John P., P.S.S. To Cardinal Litta. Baltimore, June 18, 1817. 
Announces the death of Archbishop Neale (A. P., Jbid, f. 458). 


A propos of Archives, we cannot but regret most deeply the 
destruction of the Church of French Village, Mo., struck by lightning 
on September 11; in the conflagration were engulfed the Church 
registers, going back to 1828. Here is a loss which can never be re- 
paired. It is easy to understand that fire-proof places of safety cannot 
always be had easily in country districts. Having copies made of all 
ola records, and kept in different places seems to be the best insurance 
pol.cy against total loss. For such a purpose was our Historical Society 
founded. It is waiting only for the MEANS to have such copies made. 
Intelligenti pauca! 
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XII! e 
BISHOP DU BOURG TO CARDINAL LITTA, Bey 
Prefect of Propaganda.’ ’ 


(Confidentielle, pour Votre Eminence seule.) 
Eminence. 


L’embarras extréme de la position ou la Providence m’a placé, 
m’a entrainé dans une erreur, que je m’empresse de rétracter, pour en 
détourner les facheuses suites. C’est 4 vous que je m’adresse avec la 
confiance d’un enfant envers son Pére, et vous conjure, Eminence, de 
me tirer de ce matuvais pas avec toute la prudence et la charité qui 
vous caractérisent. J’ai eu l’honneur de vous communiquer le succés 
des efforts d’un de mes vertueux collaborateurs pour ramener |’ordre 
et la régularité dans l’Eglise principale de ce Diocése. Un des Prétres 
scandaleux qui y déshonoroit le sacerdoce, a enfin été renvoyé par mes 
ordres. J’ai placé trois excellents vicaires qui se concilient l’estime 
générale. Et j’avois pensé avec plusieurs de mes Vén. fréres que le 
moyen de consolider l’oeuvre étoit d’accorder une dignité éminente au 
chef de cette paroisse. Tela été l’objet de plusieurs letres que j’ai eu 
Vhonneur de vous adresser. — Mais un paquet important que je recois 
aujourd’hui de ce quartier me convainc que je me suis trompé et que 
cette promotion pourroit entrainer les conséquences les plus désas- 
treuses. Cependant on sait que j’ai fait a Rome des démarches pour 
cet objet; et l’on s’attend a une réponse favorable. Voici le seul moyen 
que je puis imaginer pour raccomoder les choses. C’est que Votre 
Em. dans la S. Congrégation s’oppose a cette nomination, @ cause de 
Page du sujet, et me fasse écrire une lettre officielle portant que quel 
que soit le mérite de ce Religx., son age avancé ne permettant pas 
d’espérer qu’il me survive, et d’attendre qu’il puisse me soulager dans 
mes courses, il seroit contre l’esprit de l’Eglise de me l’accorder pour 
Coadjuteur, et que la division du Diocése seroit une mesure prématuree. 

Votre Em. comprendra qu’il est important que le secret de ma 
demande actuelle me soit inviolablement gardé. Je la prie méme de 
briler cette lettre, aprés s’en étre bien pénétré. Il est également im- 
portant que la réponse soit concue en termes flatteurs pour le sujet. 
V. Em. pourrait m’y conseiller de proposer un autre prétre d’un age 
compétent. Cette lettre devroit ne contenir rien autre chose, afin que 

1 Archiv. S. C. de Prop. Fide. Scritture Referite nei Congressi. America 
Centrale. Dal Canada all’Istmo di Panama. Codice No. 4. Dal 1818 atto. il 1820. 
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je puisse au besoin la communiquer en original, lequel devroit étre en 
latin. Il conviendra en conséquence de surseoir quelque tems a la 
nomination du Rev. Mr. Joseph Rosati, que j’ai déja proposé pour la 
Coadjutorerie, et de n’en faire. surtout, aucune mention dans la lettre 
susdite. Je demande pardon a V. E. pour mes inconséquences, et ma 
précipitation dans une affaire si grave. Mais je la supplie pour l’amour 
de la Religion de se préter 4 mes vues, si elle s’intéresse et au progrés 
de la foi dans ce pauvre pays, et a la consolation de ce pauvre Evéque, 
que ses chagrins auroient déja conduit au tombeau si Dieu ne l’y eiit 
soutenu. 

Peut-étre que ma précédente n’arrivera qu’aprés celle-ci; alors 
celle-ci pourroit vous paraitre une énigme. Mais il vous sera facile 
d’en deviner le mot. Dans ce cas, je prie V. E. de supprimer absolu- 
ment cette lettre antérieure: afin que la S. Congrégation ne soit fa- 
tiguée par mes contradictions; mais de n’en répondre pas moins a 
celle-ci, dans le sens et avec les précautions que je prens la liberté 
de lui suggérer. Incedo per ignes supposiios cineri doloso. 

J’expose dans la feuille ci-jointe deux demandes a la Sacrée Con- 
grégation, ct je prie V. E. d’agrcer &c. 

* L.. Guil. Ev. de la Louisne. 
St. Louis de 7 Juin 1819. 

Je prie Votre Eminence d’adresser la réponse a l’archevéché de 
Bordeaux. 

Si l’institution demandée pour ce Religieux étoit déja partie, je 
préviens V. E. qu'elle restera dans mes mains jusqu’a sa réponse a 
celle-ci. En pareil cas, je la prie de m’adresser une lettre confiden- 
tielle, séparée de la lettre officielle. Ce seroit une chose tres facheuse, 
que je prie Dieu détourner. Si au contraire ma précédente s’étoit 
perdue, je prie toujours V. E. de répondre a celle-ci ostensiblement 
dans les termes susdits. 

+L. Guil. Ev. de la Louisne. 


TRANSLATION. 


Confidential: For Your Eminence alone. 
(St. Louis) June 7, 1819. 
Your Eminence, 

The extreme embarrassment of the position in which Providence 
placed me, has drawn me into an error which I hasten to retract, in 
order to prevent the most serious consequences. I turn to you with 
the confidence of a child towards its Father, and I conjure Your Emi- 
nence to save me from the consequences of this false step. I have had 
the honor of communicating to you* the success of one of my virtuous 
colaborers,® in restoring order and regularity in the principal church 
of this diocese. One of the scandalous priests who disgraced the 


2 Letters of February 16 and May 12, 1819. See St. Louis Caih. Hist. Review, 
Vol. I, No. 3, pp. 189-1096. 

8 Father Martial. See Letter of May 12, 1819; St. Louis Cath. Hist. Review, 
Vol. I, No. 3, pp. 191 and 194. 
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priesthood, has at last been dismissed by my orders. I placed there 
three excellent curates, who gained for themselves the universal esteem, 
and I, having consulted several of my Venerable Brethren, came to 
the conclusion that to consolidate the good work, it was advisable to 
grant to the head of that Parish an eminent dignity.* This has been 
the purpose of several letters, which I had the honor to address to you. 
But an important dispatch just received from that quarter, convinces 
me that I was deluding myself, and that this promotion would entail 
the most disastrous consequences. It is known, however, that I have 
taken steps in this matter in Rome,® and a favorable answer is ex- 
pected. The only means I can think of to settle matters, is that Your 
Eminence oppose in the Sacred Congregation this appointment on 
account of the age of the person and have an official letter sent me 
with the remark that, no matter how great the merit of this religious 
might be, his advanced age would preclude the hope of his surviving 
me, and the expectation of his being of assistance to me in my travels ; 
that, therefore, it would be against the spirit of the Church to appoint 
him as my coadjutor; furthermore, that the partition of my diocese 
would be a premature measure. 

Your Eminence will understand how important it is that the 
secret of my present demand be inviolably kept. I even beseech that you 
burn my letter, after you have fully digested its contents.® It is equally 
important that the answer be couched in terms complimentary to the 
subject. Your Eminence might advise to propose another priest of more 
suitable age. This letter should not contain anything else, so that I 
might, in case of necessity, communicate the original, which must be in 
Latin. In consequence it will be advisable to postpone, for a time, the 
‘appointment of Rev. Mr. Rosati, whom I have already proposed for 
the Coadjutorship and, above all, not to mention it in the aforesaid 
letter. I ask Your [Eminence’s pardon for my inconsistency, and my 
precipitation in such an important affair. But I beseech you by the 
love of religion to support my views, if you take any interest in the 
progress of the faith in this poor country, and in the consolation of 

4 See Jbid., pp. 192 and 194-195. 

5 That, indeed, the fact was known, and how it was appreciated by the very 
friends and supporters of the Bishop, we have from the pen of Father Martial 
himself, in a letter to a friend at the French Embassy in Rome; this letter, dated 
July 13, 1822, is preserved in the Archives of Prop. Scritture Referite nei Con- 
gressi, Codice No. 7. America Centrale r. Father Martial said in part: “It is 
likewise necessary that they should know in Rome that the wish of all the 
Missionaries in Louisiana is that Fr. Rosati be made Coadjutor: his wisdom, 
enlightenment, virtues and prudence fit him preeminently for that office. What a 
disregard of all proprieties, not to say more, in presenting at one time Fr. An- 
thony, a Capuchin Monk, Rector of the Church in New Orleans, and a man who 
caused so much disturbance, and whose wily polity succeeded in keeping away 
the lawful Ecclesiastical Superior! I did then strenuously and formally oppose 
the sending of his name, and I have learned since that a duplicate of the 


correspondence, which is now in my hands, was passed by the way of the East, 
t. €., Of Philadelphia.” 

6 Despite his four months’ sojourn in Rome, Bp. Du Bourg had not learned 
there all the ways of the Roman Administration; he had not, in particular, 
learned the Scripta manent. 


DOCUMENTS 303 


this poor bishop, whom his sorrows would long since have brought to 
the grave, had not God sustained him. 

Perhaps my preceding letter will not have arrived before this. 
Then this one might seem a puzzle to you, but I trust you will easily 
understand it. In this case, | would ask Your Eminence that you sup- 
press the former letter, so as not to tire the Sacred Congregation by 
my contradictions, but nevertheless to answer this one in the sense and 
with the precautions which I took the liberty to suggest to you. I am 
walking upon fire, hidden under deceitful ashes. 

I submit in the accompanying enclosure two petitions’ to the S. 
Congregation and ask Your Eminence to accept &c. 

Louis William, Bishop of Louisiana. 

I ask Your Eminence to address your answer to the Archiepiscopal 
Residence at Bordeaux. 

If the nomination asked for that Religious has already been sent, 
I promise Your Eminence that it will remain in my hand, until I 
receive an answer to this letter. In this case | would ask you to send 
me a confidential letter separate from the official one. This would be 
a very annoying affair, which I beg God to avert. If, on the contrary, 
my preceding letter was lost, I would ask your Eminence to answer this 
one ostensibly in the above-mentioned terms. 


XIV 


MisiObr DU BOURG TO.:CARDINAL LITTLA: 
Prefect of Propaganda? 
Smmrecard, Litta. Pref. de la Prop. 


(Confidentielle et secréte) 

Eminence. 

Voici la troisiéme lettre que j’ai ’honneur de vous adresser depuis 
quelques semaines sur le méme sujet. V. Em. comprenda facilement 
Vembarras extréme de ma situation, et elle daignera pardonner, soit 
les aberrations qui en sont le résultat, soit ennui que doit lui causer 
une correspondance si multipliée et cependant si décousue. Dans 
mon avant-derniére, et quelques autres qui l’avaient précédée, je sol- 
licitois la dignité Episcopale pour le P. Antoine de Sedella, persuade 
par beaucoup de personnes respectables et d’argumens plausibles, que 
cette concession contribueroit efficacement a consolider la réunion, 
déja opérée, Dieu sait avec quelle sincérité de sa part. Des commu- 
nications désolantes arrivées dernierement de ce quartier me convain- 
quirent, un peu tard, mais j ‘espere assez tot pour prevenir le mal, que 
cette nomination ne pourroit avoir ques’ des conséquences fatales. Je 
me hatai, dans le profond accablement ott celles me plongérent, d’épan- 


ed 


* These two petitions were: I, that Fr. Cellini be allowed to practice medi- 
cine; and, 2, that the faculties pe thet with regard to matrimonial impediments 
should be so extended as to cover also the cases of mixed marriages. See below 
letter XVI. 

8 Archiv. S. C. de Prop. Fide. Sritture Referite nei Congressi. America 
Centrale. Dal Canada all’Istmo di Panama. Codice No. 4. Dal 1818 atto. il 1820. 
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cher ma douleur et mes regrets dans le coeur paternel de V. E. et de 
la supplier de détourner de dessus ce Diocése les nouveaux malheurs 
que ma confiance étoit sur le point d’y attirer, en vous opposant 
comme de vous-méme, a cette nomination a raison du grand age du 
sujet (72 ans ) lequel ne permet pas d’espérer d’aprés les calculs or- 
dinaires, ni qu’il me survive, ni qu’il puisse partager les poids de mes 
pénibles fonctions. Je priais V. E. dans cette lettre de renfermer 
toute cette affaire dans son sein, de ne laisser subodorer a personne ni 
loin ni prés, que j’eusse rétracté ma demande, et de m’ordonner de 
désigner un autre sujet plus jeune et plus agissant. J’en avais déja 
cependant proposé un dans la personne de Mr. Joseph Rosati pour 
mon véritable Coadjuteur, n’ayant jamais pensé qu’il convint d’en don- 
ner le titre au P. Antoine. Mais je viens d’apprendre une nouvelle qui 
change encore une fois toutes mes batteries et m’offre enfin une porte 
pour sortir de ce labyrinthe en assurant le bien du Diocése. J’avois 
depuis 5 ans, dans la personne de Mr. l’Abbé Sibourd a la Nouvelle 
Orléans un Grand Vicaire, qui par sa prudence et ses grandes vertus 
s’étoit concilié l’estime universelle, méme celle de mes ennemis; sa 
constance a se dévouer dans un poste aussi périlleux et aussi désagré- 
able, jointe a tant de qualités pour le bien remplir, m’avoit fait jeter 
de bonne heure les yeux sur lui pour mon Coadjuteur, lorsque Dieu 
qui, pour nous éprouver, semble se jouer des projets en apparence les 
mieux concertés, lui envova un mal, qui le forca a quitter le pays, sans » 
espoir de retour. Or ce digne homme, voila que Dieu tout bon I’a 
guéri, et contre toute attente, méme la sienne, nous l’a ramené dans 
ces pénibles circonstances, ne me laissant pas douter, par cette con- 
duite, que c’est lui sur lequel il veut faire tomber cette dignité. Elle 
lui convient mieux en effet qu’a tout autre, soit par son age, également 
éloigné des deux extrémes, soit par son expérience et ses longs services 
dans l’administration, soit enfin par estime et considération general 
dont il est entouré. J’écris donc une lettre latine a la S. Congr. (dont 
je prie V. E. de prendre lecture particuliére), dans laquelle, gardant 
un silence absolu sur le P. Antoine, je la prie de substituer Mr. Sibourd 
a Mr. Rosati. Mais je vous supplie, Eminence, conformément a ma 
derniére, de m’adresser une réponse ostensible, rédigée par vous- 
méme, dans laquelle il paraisse que jar fait une demande pour ce Re- 
ligiewx, mais que Sa Sainteté, a raison du grand age du sujet, n’a pas 
juge convenable de Paccorder, et que pour éviter tout retard, ayant 
été instruite par la S. Congrn. des mérites de mon Vicaire Général, 
Mr. Sibourd, Elle a daigné, de son propre mouvement, conférer a 
celut-ci la dignité que javois sollicitée pour le P. Antoine. 

Il est extrémement essentiel que les termes de cette réponse soient 
pesés de maniére a ne compromettre ni Mr. Sibourd ni moi avec un 
parti qui s’agite toujours sourdement dans les ténébres. V. FE. pourra, 
si elle le juge convenable, m’écrire sur une feuille séparée tout ce qui 
n’entreroit pas dans ce plan; car je serai obligé de montrer sa lettre 
au sujet de cete nomination, qui avec quelque ménagement qu'elle soit 
présentée, ne peut encore qu’exciter quelques fermentations. 

J’ai ’honneur de répéter a V. E. que, si contre mon attente l’insti- 
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tution pour le P. Antoine était déja partie, je n’en ferai aucun usage 
jusqu’a nouveaux ordres de NOUS part, bien persuadé que vous ne me 
donnerez jamais celui d’imposer les mains a un homme si dangereux. 
Je vous supplie dans le cas contraire de m’adresser la nomination 
de Mr. Sibourd a l’Archevéché de Bordeaux. 

Je prie Votre E. de détruire cette lettre, aprés en avoir fait usage 
demandé, et d’agréer &c. 

*~ L. Guil. Du Bourg. 
Evéque de la Louisiane. 


St. Louis. Territoire du Missouri 
Etats Unis d’Amérique 
25 Juin 1819. 
S. Emcee. le Cardl. Litta, Préfet de la S. Congn. de la. Propagande. 
Illmo e Rmo Sig.re 
Avendo ricevuto una lettera di Monsig.e Du Bourg Vescovo della 
Luigiana mi affretto di trasmetterla a V. S. Illma perché sollicitamente 
la communichi al Rmo Prefetto di Propaganda. Ella vedra ch’é troppo 
necessario che il contento della lettera non si sappia da altri che dal 
Sig.e Card. Prefetto, e da Lei, se la precedente Lettera, che accenna 
il Prelato non fosse ancor giunta, tanto meglio per l’affare. Conviene 
che la S. Congr.e renda le resoluzioni oportune senza compromettere 
il Vescovo che si raccomanda che l’affare rimanga secreto, ed anzi 
che si abbrucci la lettera di lui. Le altre grazie che domanda lo stesso 
Vescovo non son diffati ad ottenersi. Jo risponderd semplicemente al 
Vescovo di aver communicate le sue lettere alla S. Congregazione. 
Sebben mi trovo occupato nella visita della Diocesi non ho voluto 
tralasciar di mandar questa lettera a V. S. Illma alla quale con piena 
stima mi rassegno 
Di V. S. Illma. 
Cantalupo 23 Settembre 1819. 
Servitor vero 
Pa Gardalitta: 
Monsigr. Pedicini 
Segretario della Proaganda 
con lettera. 
Roma. 


The two above “Confidential” letters are contained in a separate covering 
sheet of paper whereon are written the following lines: 


TRANSLATION. 
(Confidential and secret) 

Your Eminence: 

This is the third letter which I have the honor to address to you 
these last weeks on the same subject. Your Eminence will easily under- 
stand the embarrassment of my situation: and will deign to pardon 
as well the blunders, which result from it, as the disgust which the 
reiterated and yet disconnected correspondence must cause you. In 
my second last letter and some others which preceded it, I asked 
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for the episcopal dignity for the Rev. F. Ant. Sedella, because I had 
been persuaded by many respectable persons and plausible arguments, 
that this concession would efficaciously contribute to consolidate the 
reunion already effected, God knows with what sincerity on his part. 
Sad communications which lately have come to me from that quarter, 
have convinced me—somewhat late, but, I hope, early enough to 
prevent evil,—that this appointment could only have fatal consequences. 
In the deep dejection into which I was plunged, I hastened to pour my 
sorrow and my regrets into the paternal heart of Your Eminence, and 
to beseech you to avert from this diocese the new misfortunes which 
my confidence was on the point to bring upon it, by opposing, as com- 
ing from yourself, the appointment by reason of the great age of the 
subject (72 years) which does not, according to ordinary calculation, 
permit the hope, that he could survive me or that he could share the 
weight of my weary functions. I asked Your Eminence in this letter, 
to lock up this whole affair in your bosom, to let no one near or far 
suspect that I withdrew my petition, and to command me to desig- 
nate another subject who would be younger and more active. I had, 
however, already proposed one in the person of Mr. Rosati to be my 
veritable Coadjutor, not imagining that I would ever think of giving 
that title to Father Anthony. But I have just received news which 
changes once more all my batteries and at last opens to me a door of | 
escape from this labyrinth whilst securing the welfare of the diocese. 
For five years I had at New Orleans, in the person of Mr. Sibourd, 
a vicar general who by his prudence and great virtues won the esteem 
of all, even of my enemies. The fortitude with which he devoted 
himself to his dangerous and disagreeable post, his many qualities 
which enabled him to fill it well, induced me at an early date to take 
him in consideration as my Coadjutor, when God who, to try us, seems 
to play with our apparently best concerted plans, sent him an illness 
which forced him to leave the country without hope of return. Now 
since the Good God has made the worthy man well and, against all 
expectations, even his own, has led him back to us under these painful 
circumstances, I have no doubt, but that he is the person upon whom 
He wants this dignity to fall. He is more fit for it than anyone else, 
by his age, which is equally distant from the two extremes, as well 
as by his experience and his long services in the administration, as also 
by the general esteem and consideration by which he is surrounded; I 
therefore write to the S. Congregation a Latin letter (which I ask Your 
Eminence to read with particular attention)® in which whilst keeping 
absolute silence about Father Anthony, I ask to substitute Mr. Sibourd 
for Mr. Rosati. I beg Your Eminence, in conformity with my last 
letter, to address to me a communication which I may‘show, written 
by Yourself, from which it appears that I have made a petition for this 
Religious, but that His Holiness, on account of the great age of the 
subject, has not thought proper to grant it, and that, to avoid delay, 
having heard from the Sacred Congregation of the merits of my Vicar 


9 This is the letter given below under No. XV. 
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General Mr. Sibourd, He has deigned, motu proprio, to confer upon 
him the dignity which I had solicited for Father Anthony. 

It is extremely essential that the terms of this answer be weighed 
so as not to compromise either myself or Mr. Sibourd with a party 
which always silently busies itself in the dark. Your Eminence could, 
if you judge it convenient, write to me on a separate paper all that 
would not enter into this plan; for I would be bound to show his letter 
on the subject of this appointment which no matter how it is presented, 
will excite some disturbance. 

I have the honor to repeat to Your Eminence that, if against my 
expectations the appointment of F. Anthony has been sent, I shall not 
make any use of it, before I receive new orders from you, because I 
am convinced you will never give me the order to impose hands on 
such a dangerous man. I would ask you, in the contrary case, to ad- 
dress the document appointing Mr. Sibourd to the Archiepiscopal resi- 
dence of Bordeaux. 

I beg Your Eminence to destroy this letter after perusing it, and 
to accept etc. 

+ L. Guil. Du Bourg, 
Bishop of Louisiana. 

Srecouls, letr. of Mo: 

U. S. A., 25 June 1919. 

To His Eminence Card. Litta, Prefect of the S. C. of the Propaganda. 


Note of Card. Litta. 


Most Illustrious and Reverend Sir: 

Having received a letter from Monsig. Du Bourg, Bishop of Lou- 
isiana, I hasten to send it to You, in order that you may carefully 
communicate it to the Cardinal Prefect of Propaganda. You will see 
that it is very necessary that the contents of the letter should not be 
made known to others, except to the Cardinal Prefect and to you; if 
the foregoing letter of which the Prelate speaks, has not yet arrived, so 
much the better for the affair. The Congregation should pass the oppor- 
tune resolutions without compromising the Bishop who recommends 
that the affair remain secret and that his letter be burned. The other 
favors which the same Bishop asks for can not be obtained. I shall 
simply answer the Bishop, that I have communicated his letters to 
the S. Congregation.'*° Although I am busy visiting the diocese, I 
would not neglect to send this letter to You of whom with full esteem 
I sign myself 

The devoted Servant 
Pe Catcdalitta, 
Cantalupo, 23 Sept. 1819, 
To Monsigr. Pedicini 
Secretary of the Propaganda 
with enclosure. 
Rome. 


10 The Letter of Card. Litta here alluded to has not been preserved. 
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XV 
BISHOP DU BOURG TO CARDINAL LITTA, 
Prefect of Propaganda." 

Eminentissime Praeses. 

In anterioribus litteris, quas ad Sacram istam Congregationem 
dedi, multus fui in demonstranda necessitate Coadjutorem mihi assi- 
gnandi, tum propter immensam meae Dioeceseos extensionem, fre- 
quentesque meas infirmitates, tum propter summum schismatis pericu-~ 
lum, quod vacante per immaturam meam mortem sede, Dioecesi impen- 
deret. Quibus rationibus non modicum sane ponderis adjecit infesta 
in me plurimorum ex Novae Aureliae proceribus et plebe dispositio, 
quae ea est, ut, salva dignitate, civitatem illam, Dioeceseos praecipuam, 
nec adire, nec propius accedere possim. Lugenda profecto Episcopi 
conditio, qua ita penitus afficior, ut, quamquam nullum tanto odio 
locum dedisse me putem, licet efiam per me, etsi indignum, Deus Opt. 
magtias jam misericordias toti Dioecesi ostenderit, ultro-tamen et luben- 
tissimus Sedis meae abdicationem Sacrae Congregationi proferam; ut, 
si propter tempestatem hanc ortam judicaverit, in mare me projiciat; 
et digniorem alium mec loco sufficiat ;—-sin minus, votis meis de Coad- 
jutore eligendo benigne annuere dignetur. Et quidem in praefatis lit- 
teris unum designare praesumpsi, Revdum. Josephum Rosati, Congitis. 
Missionis sacerdotem, cui, ut dicebam, praeter forsan aetatem, nihil 
deest ad formidandum hoc onus digne tractandum. Hunc tamen num- 
quam protulissem, si spes aliqua mihi affulsisset, fore ut Vicarius meus 
Generalis, Rev. D. Ludov. Sibourd, qui propter accidentalem infirmi- 
tatem Nova Aurelia in exteras regiones discedere, pluribus jam abhine 
mensibus, coactus fuerat, illuc umquam reverteretur. Nullum enim 
habeo sacerdotem, cui potiori titulo devinctus sim; nullum novi qui 
in altiori apud omnes, tum laicos, tum ecclesiasticos, prudentiae et 
sanctitatis fama sit, et qui pleniorem Dioeceseos congnitionem fuerit 
adeptus. 

Cum igitur nuper, citra omnium opinionem, incolumis vegetiorque 
redierit, cum animo Novae Aureliae usque ad finem vitae pedem figendi, 
revocata priori designatione, dictum Rev. Ludovicum Sibourd, sacer- 
dotem Ebrodunensem, alias in Insula Sti. Dominici Parochum, et per 
quinque postremos annos hujus Dioeceseos Vicarium Generalem, virum 
etsi annorum numero graviorem, nondum tamen aetate provectum, nec 
infirmitatibus fractum, mihi in Coadjutorem, cum jure successionis, 
assignari humillime postulo. Caeteris qui pro eo faciunt momentis, 
istud accedit, plurimum profecto in praesenti statu Dioeceseos optabilis, 
quod rebus fortunae satis abundet, ut suis stipendiis militare prope- 
modum valeat. — Demum, quod Revdus Dnus Rosati, nondum firmiter 
stabilita sua in hac Dioecesi Congregatione, cujus ipse praecipuum fere 
fundamentum est, ab ea sine gravi ejusdem detrimento vix possit tam 
cito separari. 

Deum Opt. precor &c 

* Lud. Guil. Du Bourg. 
Episc. Ludovicensis. 


_ 2 Archiv. 5. C. de Prop. Fide. Scritture Referite nei Congressi. America 
Centrale. Dal Canada all’Istmo di Panama. Codice No. 4. Dal 1818 atto. il 1820. 
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Sti. Ludovici, in agro Missouriano 
Sept.lis Americae 
die Junii 25a 1819. 
Em. Card.li Litta $. C. de- Prop. 
Fide Praefecto. 


TRANSLATION. 


Most Eminent Prefect. 

In my foregoing letters which I sent to the Sacred Congregation 
I took great pains in demonstrating the necessity of a Coadjutor being 
assigned to me, partly on account of the immense extent of my diocese 
and my increasing infirmities, partly on account of the danger of 
schism, which might break out in my diocese, in case it should become 
vacant by my premature death. These reasons receive even greater 
weight by the unfriendly disposition of many of the prominent men 
and of the people of New Orleans, which is such that I cannot, with- 
out compromising my dignity, visit or even come near to that city, the 
principal one of the diocese. A most deplorable condition for a bishop, 
indeed ; by which I am so deeply affected that, although I feel I have 
given no occasion for such great hatred, and although the good God 
has shown through me, however unworthy, great mercies to the entire 
diocese, I would nevertheless freely and gladly offer my resignation 
of the See to the Sacred Congregation, so that, if it should think it 
proper, on account of the storm that has arisen, it might cast me into 
the sea, and might supply another more worthy in my place; but if you 
should judge otherwise, then be pleased to grant my request concern- 
ing the election of a Coadjutor. In the above-mentioned letters I pre- 
sumed to designate the Reverend Joseph Rosati, a priest of the Con- 
gregation of the Missions, in whom I said nothing is wanting, except, 
possibly the proper age, to bear worthily this formidable burden. How- 
ever, I should not have brought him forth, if I had had the least hope, 
that my vicar general, Rev. Louis Sibourd who, suffering from some 
illnes a few months since was forced to leave New Orleans for 
foreign parts, should ever return. For I have no priest to whom I am 
bound by a stronger claim; I know none, who enjoys among all, the 
laity as well as the clergy, a higher esteem for prudence and holi- 
ness of life, and who has acquired a fuller knowledge of the diocese. 

As he now, against the expectation of all, has returned well and 
strong, with the intention of remaining in New Orleans until his end, I 
would recall the former designation, and ask most humbly, that the 
above-mentioned Rev. Louis Sibourd, a priest of the diocese of Em- 
brun, later parish priest in the Island of San Domingo, and during the 
last five years Vicar General of this diocese, a man, though burdened 
_ with a number of years, yet not too far advanced in age, nor broken by 
infirmities, be given to me as Coadjutor, with the right of succession. 
To the other things that speak for him, this fact may be added, a fact 
making his appointment so desirable in the present state of the diocese, 
namely that he enjoys sufficient income, to serve almost at his own 
expense. Lastly, that the Rev. Joseph Rosati, whose Congregation is 
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not yet firmly established in the diocese, cannot without grave detri- 
ment be separated from it so soon, as he is the main-stay thereof. 
+ Louis William Du Bourg, 
Bishop of St. Louis. 
St. Louis, in the Territory of Missouri, 
North America. 
June 25, 1819. 


To His Eminence Cardinal Litta, 
Prefect, S. C. de Propaganda Fide. 


XVI 
CARD. FONTANA TO BISHOP DU BOURG” 
Num. 10. 

Illme. ac. Rme. Dme. 

Binas accepi litteras, Ampl. Tuae datas die 7., et 25. Junii proxime 
elapsi, quorum prima petebas D. Francisco Cellini facultatem exer- 
cendi medicinam, atque insuper ut, Ampl.i Tuae liceret uti facultatibus 
circa matrimonialia impedimenta Tibi jam traditis, in mixtis etiam 
Matrimoniis ut aliis Americae Episcopis concessum est. Utriusque 
voti compos a SSmo. Domino Dito factus benigne es, iis tamen con- 
ditionibus, ac limitationibus, quas in adjunctis documentis perspicies. 
Altera vero epistola postulabas, ut placeat S. Sedi Coadjutorem Tibi 
cum futura successione designare, non amplius D. Josephum Rosati, 
quem antea postulaveras, sed D. Ludovicum Sibourd, Vicarium tuum 
Generalem, rationes afferens, quibus in novam hanc abiisti sententiam. 
Sed quoniam perspectum mihi est, Emum D. Card. Litta hac de re 
Tibi scripsisse, responsum expectabitur tuum, ut sublatis difficultatibus 
ad hanc electionem tuto procedi possit. Interim rogo Ampl.m Tuam, 
ut quoniam vicarius Tuus gen.lis haud ita dudum in Insula Scti Do- 
minici animarum curam exercuit, diligenter ab eodem inquirere, ac 
docere me velis de statu, in quo nunc ibi res Catholica versatur, et 
quomodo illius necessitatibus occurri possit. Quod dum sedulo Te 
praestiturum confido, Deum O. M. precor, ut Ampl.m Tuam dignis- 
sime servet, ac sospitet. 

Ampl’s Tuae 

Romae ex Aedibus S. Congfiis de Propgd.a Fide 
11 Xbris 1819 
Frater studiosissimus 
F. Card. Fontana Praefectus. 


Rmo. D. Ludovico Guillelmo Du Bourg Epo. 
Neo-Aurelianensi in America 
S. Ludovicum in Agro Missouriano 
Americae Septentrionalis 
C. M. Pedicini Secrius. 


12 Original in Archives of St. Louis Diocesan Chancery. 
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TRANSLATION. 

Right Reverend Bishop: 

Your Lordship’s two letters dated June 7 and 25 respectively at 
hand.’® In the former you asked for Father Francis Cellini** the per- 
mission to practise medicine, and for yourself the extension to Mixed 
Marriages, as is granted to the other American Bishops, of the facul- 
ties already communicated to you about Matrimonial Impediments. 
Both petitions are granted you by the Holy Father, yet on the con- 
ditions, and with the limitations mentioned in the documents herewith 
enclosed.** In your second letter you begged that it be the good 
pleasure of the Holy See to designate as your Coadjutor with right 
to succession, not the Rev. Joseph Rosati, whom you had asked be- 
fore, but the Rev. Louis Sibourd, your Vicar General, and you ex- 
plained the reasons which made you change your mind on this subject. 
Now, as I am aware that His Eminence Card. Litta has written to 
you about this very matter,1® we shall wait for your answer, so that, 
when the difficulties in the way are removed, the choice may be made 
with due care. Meanwhile, as your Vicar General was not long since 
having care of souls in the Island of San Domingo, I ask Your Lord- 
ship to get from him information, and to be pleased to communicate 
the same to me, concerning the present state of Catholicity in the 
Island and the proper means to provide for its spiritual needs. Trust- 
ing that you will do this carefully, I pray Almighty God to vouch- 
safe to keep and maintain you in good health. 

Your Lordship’s 

Most devoted Brother 
F. Card. Fontana, Prefect 
Rome, Palace of S. C. of Propaganda, 
December 11, 1819. 


CoP 


13 These letters are given above, under No. XIII and XV. 

14 On Father Cellini, see Rev. John Rothensteiner, Chronicles of an Old 
Missouri Parish. Historical Sketches of St. Michaei’s Church, Fredericktown, 
Madison Co., Mo., pp. 16 and foll. 

15 The documents here mentioned are apparently lost. 

16 This letter of Card. Litta has not been found. 
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